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No, they are an Airfix TR7 and Lancia Stratos 
made up straight from their boxes and photographed 
against a printed backdrop. The photograph is 
un-retouched, a tribute to these superb kits. 

You can build the World Championship winning 
Lancia Stratos in the striking green and white Alitalia 
livery and the V8 engined TR7 of Per Ekland. 

Both of these'superb l/24th scale kits feature 
crisp, sharp and accurate body mouldings with fully 
detailed interiors, steerable wheels and detail that 
extends down to ground level, like the simulated 
rubber tyres moulded with the correct tread patterns 
and makers’ legend — Firestone Wide Ovals for the 
TR7 and Goodyear Slicks for the Stratos. 

Conversion fans are catered for by a unique 
feature. The rear wheels are mounted on a steel axle 
and the front wheels on steel stub axles. 
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W hen Fred TXirner first took the con- 
trols of a Tiger Moth over 10 years 
ago, he underwent an experience he 
has never forgotten. 

Now he has recaptured part of that 
experience hy building a perfect and truly 
authentic replica of the aircraft which evokes 
memories of Amy Johnson and the days of 
real flying when you could ‘hear the wind in 
the wires! 



A serious modeller for over 40 years, 
Fred is a member of IPMS Thames Valley and 
among his accomplishments, he came 1st in 
‘D’ Class and was commended and highly 
commended several times in the UK National 
Championships last December. 

Fred believes that “MATCHBOX” have 
produced the first good plastic model of the 
Tiger Moth which, coming from a modeller of 
his calibre, is no mean comphment. 

The kit parts and decals provide the 
constructor with a choice of five subjects; an 
RAF trainer of No. 6E F.T.S. SyweU; a float or 
wheeled version of GAIVW; a wheeled or 
snow-ski version of a DH82C of R.CA..F. 

A legend 

The emergence of the Tiger Moth 49 
years ago between the wajrs was to say the 
least timely. For this aircraft fulfilled the 
desperate need of the RAF for a cheap, versa- 
tile and highly manoeuvrable trainer. 

In fast, the Tiger Moth made an im- 
portant contribution to winning the war - by 
helping to train many who became the few. 

Even today, the Tiger Moth is stiU 
regarded by many pilots as the finest trainer 
in the country. 

The Tiger Moth has distinguished 
itself all over the world in many and various 
roles - including those of crop sprayer, taxi. 




glider tug, bomber, advertising sky writer, 
parachutist carrier and dazzling aerobatic 
performer. It has even crossed the channel 
upside down and more recently earned the 
distinction of being the first aircraft to fly to 
France with its passenger standing outside on 
the petrol tank. 

In 14 years of production, nearly nine 
thousand Tiger Moths were made. It endeared 
itself to many thousands of pilots who can 
recall, as though it were yesterday, their first 
thrilling moments of flight at the controls of 
this great little aircraft, which has become a 
legend in its own life time. 

Painstaking 

Fred spent many hours at the RAF 
Museum and drew on such references as 
Profile No. 132, MAP Plan No. 2681 and 
The Tiger Moth Story by Alan Bramson and 
Neville Birch; and in his passion for detailed 
authenticity made adaptations and additions 
to the model. 

For example, on early Tiger Moths, 
pilots had to exert constant pressure on the 
left rudder pedal to maintain straight and 
level flight. 

This was due to the slip stream strik- 
ing the right side of the rudder, causing yaw 
to the right, lb compensate for this, most 
later Tigers had the rudder spring loaded to 
the left, easing the strain on the pilot’s foot. 
Fred therefore reset the rudder of his model at 
the necessary angle. 

He built from scratch, compasses, 
elevator bias control quadrants, tension 
springs, throttle controls, fuel shut-off level 
and many other features, including the 
moiilding of the front seat and fitting in a 
sloping bulkhead. 

He even added ignition harness Avires, 
fuel oil pipes (from his daughters old guitar 


string), control linkages, and an extended 
exhaust pipe using stretched sprue. Fred also 
made a blind flying hood from wire hoops and 
tissije paper, painted canvas green. 

For the rigging he used 2'/2 lb monofila- 
ment (Woolworth’s fishing line ) threaded in 
and out of pre-drilled holes in the wings. 

He used silver stretched sprue for 
elevator and rudder control wires, and simu- 
lated tension a4justors by applying white PVA 
glue and painting grey /black. 

He meticulously rubbed the tyre parts 
of the wheel with wet and diy to achieve a 
rubber- like appearance and drilled out holes 
in the fuselage tailkheads for handholds and 
seat harness. 

In all, Fred reckons he spent several 
weeks researching and between 150 and 200 
hours constructing this model. It was a long 



painstaking job and he ergoyed eveiy minute. 

But then it was a labour of love. 

We at “MATCHBOX” were more than 
pleased when he said: “This kit wUl provide 
the novice with a good replica of Tiggie’ 
whilst giving the dedicated expert the where- 
withal! to construct a winner. 

“MATCHBOX” are to be congratulated 
on producing this kit which should have a 
worldwide appeal!’ 

There are over 200 models in our 
range. Why not send for our 68-page full- 
colour catalogue - please enclose a RO. for 
50p (Includes p6?p) to Pubhcity Dept. Lesney 
(UK) Sales Ltd., 240 Lincoln Road, Enfield, 
Middlesex ENl ISP. 



"MATCHBOX" is a registered trademark of lesn^r Products Co. Ltd. 


“MATCHBOX” TIGER 
ALMOST HEAR THE WI 


m:oth. so real you cah 

MD m THE WIRES. 
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A NEW BOOK FROM THE PUBLISHERS OF 


AFTER THE 

IIATTLIi; 



THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN-THEN AND NOW 


COMPLETE CONTENTS LIST 

• The Commanders # The Operations Rooms 

• The Aerodromes # Biggin Hill •Croydon • Debden 

• Duxford • Exeter • Fowimere • Gravesend 

• Hawkinge • Hornchurch • Kenley • Manston 

• Martlesham Heath • Middle Wallop • Northolt 

• North Weald • Rochford • Stapleford Tawney 

• Tangmere • Warmwell • Westhampnett 

• West Mailing • The Casualties 

• The Runnymede Memorial • The Polish Memorial 

• The Battle of Britain VC 

• Aviation Archaeology and the Battle of Britain, 
including descriptions of the recovery of the largest 
British and German Battle of Britain relics; 

the recovery of the remains of the sole 
Westland Whirlwind to crash in the battle; 

September 15 and its most famous casualty; the 
Unknown Battle of Britain Pilot's Memorial Garden 

• The Royal Air Force Losses: July, August, 

September, October •The Luftwaffe Losses: 

July, August, September, October 

• The Balance Sheet • The Surviving Aircraft 

• The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight 

• Tribute to the Few 


Forty years later The Battle of Britain — Then and Now ploughs an entirely fresh furrow 
across a legendary field of human conflict. Its contributors are specialists, enthusiasts and 
historians. Illustrated with hundreds of ‘then and now’ comparison photographs, this is a 
book that is uniquely evocative of the men, the machines, the aerodromes, and the times. 

Twenty of the most famous fighter aerodromes have been explored and are described as 
they were at the time and as they are today, with a particularly detailed account of one 
typical front line station. The losses in pilots and aircraft on both sides are set out in the 
most detailed and accurate narrative ever published. Fascinating pictures of relics 
excavated from where aircraft came violently to earth from the summer skies of 1940 are 
part of the most comprehensive coverage that exists of crash sites investigated and recovery 
operations. Every one of ‘The Few’ who died is named, many are portrayed for the first 
time; all the graves and memorials are located and photographed as a lasting record. 

The contents are listed above. 720 pages, half a million words of text, more than 1,500 
illustrations — a unique and invaluable book for anyone with a present-day interest in the 
past. 


r 


L 


PUBLISHED BY AFTER THE BATTLE MAGAZINE, 3 NEW PLAISTOW ROAD, LONDON E15 3JA. Tel: 01-534 8833 


ORDER FORM 

Name 

Address 


To After the Battle magazine 


3 New Plaistow Road. London E15 3JA 

Please send me copies of The Battle of Britain 

Then and Now at £24.95 

(Overseas price including postage US $65.60) 

1 enclose my cheque/ PO for £ 

Debit my Barclaycard; Trustcard: Access No 


DESCRIPTIVE BROCHURE AVAILABLE ON REQUEST Signature 
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★ OUTSTANDING HIGH ^ ALL ROUND INDEPENDENT 

SPEED PERFORMANCE SUSPENSION: 

FOR “OFF-ROAD” RACING! FRONT — TRAILING ARMS 

REAR — SWINGING ARMS 


★ “ROUGH-RIDERS” 
REQUIRE A ROBUST 
RADIO! 

★ ACOMS FOR QUALITY 
AND RELIABILITY! 

^ ACOMS DESIGNED 
SPECIFICALLY FOR 
TAMIYA VEHICLES! 


ir OIL FILLED SHOCK ABSORBERS 
ON ALL FOUR WHEELS 

★ SPLASHPROOF BOX KEEPS DIRT 
AND WATER AWAY FROM VITAL 
RADIO PARTS AND BATTERIES 

★ CROSS RIBBED PATTERNED 
TYRES PROVIDE MAXIMUM ROAD 
HOLDING UNDER MOST 
CONDITIONS 


VIOth SCALE MC)DEL CAR SUriABLE FOR RADIO CONTROL 
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TAMIYA. 


^ SUPERBLY ENGINEERED KIT 
CONTAINS MANY HIGH QUALITY 
DIE CAST ALUMINIUM 
COMPONENTS 
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We don't go in too much for 
anniversaries, but we can't overlook the 
fact that just twenty years ago this month 
very first Airfix Magazine went on sale, then 
an innovation at a time when you could count 
the non-railway modelling magazines in Britain on 
the fingers of one hand - Aeromodeller. Model Maker. 
^ Meccano Magazine, etc. etc. Maybe you would need the 

odd extra long finger if you counted some fringe interest 
publications! It was, in relative terms, the early days of plastic 
kits. In 1 960, with the exception of the pre-war Frog 
Penguins, the modern type of plastic kit had been on sale for 
little over five years. We still remembered Gowland & Gowland 
as a trade name, there were Merit racing cars and 1:48 scale 
aircraft kits: Aurora, Airfix, Revell, and Monogram were all well 
established and fast building up ranges of kits in what was 
already a competitive market. But there were huge gaps by 
todays standards. The only AFV kits we can recall at the time 
were a few by Aurora (Centurion, Patton, Stalin, etc.) in 1 :48 
scale. Plastic kits for figures in 54mm scale were still far off in 
the future, and even some of the Airfix kits we now think of as 
'golden oldies' - like the Defiant and Sherman tank - were still 
a year or more into the future, just twinkles in the eyes of Airfix 
designers. 

Airfix Magazine was a good idea then, as it must be today, 
whereby the kit purchaser had a forum for ideas and background 
information, most of it related to models even i^ this was not 
stated in so many words. Aside from Meccano Magazine, which 
dealt only with Meccano products in modelling terms, Airfix 
Magazine was unique in being funded by a major manufacturer, 
but in addition to covering Airfix products it has also looked at 
everybody else's with an independent editorial staff who are not 
themselves Airfix employees. So we've always been able to take 
a wide view of the modelling hobby and we hope we've 
succeeded in pointing quite a lot of novice modellers in the right 
direction. 

It won't have escaped your notice so far that this issue looks 
a lot different from anything you've seen before with the name 
Airfix Magazine on it! But we thought we'd start our third 
decade of publication with a new look for the 1980s and, 
indeed, some new approaches to the hobby for the current 
generation of hobbyists. After all there are a lot of readers today 
who weren't even born when the first issue appeared, and quite 
a lot of others (the Assistant Editor among them!) who were far 
too young to appreciate the first issue when it went on sale. For 
the first three years the magazine was produced to a small 
format (8’/2ins x B’/zins) and the amount of modelling in it was 
actually quite small; the emphasis, in fact, was on model trains 
in those early days with aircraft next. At the time, as now, the 
model railway hobby was on the crest of a wave. Today it is 
such a substantial hobby in its own right that we have hived off 
all railway subjects into a separate Airfix-owned magazine Mode! 
Trains (see it at your hobby shop or newsagent) produced by the 
same editorial team. Military modelling articles started appearing 
in 1963, as did warship modelling. Now we run all these main 
interests, with aircraft predominating as that has always been 
the major interest in the plastic kit hobby. In 1963 the size went 
up to ^’/zins X y’/zins, and in 1976 it went to the present A4 
size. For a short period in 1 964 there was also a Norwegian 
edition (would you believe?) at the time when the Airfix 
distributor for Scandinavia was extra keen. 

So what of the immediate future? Well this issue should act 
as a curtain raiser. Ralph Laughton has joined our team to look 
after design and layout. This means much more flexibility of 
contents - and covers, too, for we will no longer have a rigid 
pattern, only the 'banner' staying constant. So look for the name 
in future rather than a constant colour or pattern. We'll be 
continuing our background information articles, such as the 

continued on page 633 



Changing faces of the magazine over 20 years: 
Top to Bottom: The original small format... then the 
next size up.... here's the rare Norwegian edition.... 

up to A4 size.... and then the final style 
of the past year. 
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The Wakhorse. 

The 18 pdr. - Warrior of two world wars. 

TERRY GANDER 


The field gun that was to become the 
18pdr owed its origins to the 
Second Boer War. That distant and 
muddled conflict emphatically pushed 
home the point to the denizens of the 
Horse Guards and Woolwich, that the 
state of the British Army's field 
artillery had become more than a trifle 
parlous. The early days of the Boer 
War showed that the Boers could out- 
range and outshoot anything the 
Artillery could put into the field. The 
only immediate short-term solution 
was for the British Artillery to order 
(secretly) 108 Erhardt 15pdr guns 
dirctly from Germany, but once these 
guns were delivered, the Boer War 
had settled down into a prolonged 
and nasty guerilla campaign with little 
artillery content. But the experience 
gained with the 15pdr Erhardt guns 
gave many pointers as to what the 
Royal Artillery wanted for their field 
pieces. The Erhardt guns were sound 
enough but insufficiently robust for 
the prolonged rigours of British Army 
service, and almost as soon as they 
were delivered the search for a long 
term replacement was under way. 

The task for this long term 
programme was given to General Sir 
Henry Brackenbury, and so thorough 
and far-ranging were his initial 
investigations that he ordered that all 
the field artillery in service with the 
British Army would have to be 
replaced within a three year period - 
in fact it was he who started the 
initial programme by ordering the 
Erhardt 1 5pdrs. Brackenbury issued 
fairly stringent requirements to British 
industry and among his required 
equipments were guns for the field 
and horse batteries. In time the two 
guns emerged as pieces firing 1 3V^lb 
or 1 8Vilb projectiles, but of the three 
main producers (Vickers, the Royal 
Ordnance Factories and Armstrongs) 
there was no overall product that 
emerged as a clear choice. The 
answer was, in both cases, to 
amalgamate the designs and see what 
the end results looked like. Thus, with 
both the 13Vipdr and the IBVipdr 
guns, the barrels were from 
Armstrong, the cradle and some of the 
carriage came from Vickers, and the 
bulk of the carriage was a design from 
the Royal Arsenal at Woolwich. For 
their day, both designs were 
thoroughly modern and sound, but 


almost as soon as the results were 
issued, voices were raised as to 
whether or not two almost similar 
guns were what the Army needed - 
the difference between a 1 3Vilb and a 
18’/2lb projectile hardly seemed to be 
worth all the extra efforts involved. 
During the early 1900s, there was a 
great deal of discussion and debate as 
to the merits and demerits of both 
types of gun, but in the end the 
contest was settled by a political 
decision made by the Prime Minister 
of the day, Arthur Balfour. He 
produced a compromise. As the initial 
call was for guns for both the horse 
and field batteries, the smaller gun 
would go to the Royal Horse Artillery 
and the larger gun to the Royal 
Artillery field batteries. 



The 1 8 pdr in its basic 1 904 state. 


Thus the 18pdr gun became the 18 
pdr QF Gun, and it was accepted for 
service on June 30 1904. Soon after, 
other empire and Commonwealth 
governments followed suit and the 
18pdr became a Commonwealth gun. 
The Indian Army also decided to 
adopt the 1 8pdr to the extent of 
setting up their own production line - 
by 1914, 99 18pdrs had been made. 
In the United Kingdom the 1 8pdr was 
soon in production and by the 
outbreak of the Great War in 1914, 
some 1 126 equipments had been 
produced. Of these, 280 had been 
sent to Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa and Canada (where the first 
arrived during 1 906). 

The first 18pdr has wire-wound 
barrels with a calibre of 83.8mm. As 
early as 1 906 the barrel design was 


changed to the more modern 
convention of inserting the inner tube 
liner into the gun sleeve - this 
enabled worn barrels to be relatively 
easily re-lined, a fact that was to be of 
great advantage between 1914 and 
1918. The wire-wound barrels were 
the Mark 1 and the later barrels the 
Mark 2 (or Mark II at the time - this 
article will use the later arable where 
possible). To add to the variety of 
early Marks, worn Mark 1 barrels were 
converted to mark 2 standard, when 
they became the Mark 1*. The gun 
used a hydro-spring recoil mechanism 
and a single-action interrupted-screw 
breech. The carriage used a single 
pole trail which, on the move, was 
hitched to a limber carrying 24 rounds 
of ammunition. The gun and limber 
were towed by six or eight horses, 
while more horse teams towed extra 
ammunition waggons. As with the 
gun, the carriage underwent some 
modifications (there was even a Mark 
1**), but the main change came after 
experience in action. Once the Great 
War had settled into a prolonged 
artillery action, it soon became 
apparent that the recuperator springs 
used were incapable of standing up to 
the strains of long term warfare and 
many broke in action. During 1915, a 
new recuperator design with a hydro- 
pneumatic system was gradually 
evolved for retro-fitting to all guns in 
the field and on the production lines. 
On the lines a lengthened cradle slide 
was introduced for greater stability 
when fired and these two innovations 
then changed the carriage to the Mark 
2 . 

Once that was done the 18pdr 
proved to be a sturdy and reliable 
workhorse and by the end of 1918, 
8,393 had been produced in the 
United Kingdom. Even this prodigious 
total was insufficient to meet the 
demands of an ever-growing Allied 
Army and orders for more were placed 
in the United States during 1916. 
There the Bethlehem Steel Company 
had turned out 851 equipments 
together with limbers and ammunition 
waggons by the time the United 
States entered the war in 1917. Thus 
the unprepared American War 
economy had an already-equipped 
artillery production line in being and 
they converted it to their own use, but 
as they had already opted for a 



standard calibre of 75mm they 
produced their Model 1917 guns in 
that calibre. By the time the war had 
ended they has turned out 724 
75mm/18pdrs out of a grand total of 
2,686 ordered. We shall return to 
these guns later in the article. 

As mentioned above the 18pdr 
became the workhorse of the British 
and Allied armies. They formed the 
major part of the heavy artillery 
barrages that became the central 
feature of the Great War campaigns 
and to them and their ilk must be laid 
the responsibility for the strange 
appearance of the Western Front 
terrain. The field batteries of all the 
combatant armies were usually 
allotted the task of barbed wire 
cutting and destroying the enemy's 
front line field fortifications and 
trenches. During the early months of 
the war, the 18pdrs were unable to 


perform this task since virtually all of 
their ammunition issue was shrapnel. 
Produced with the man-killing 
potential of this projectile in mind, 
shrapnel soon showed itself to be 
completely unsuited to the conditions 
of the Western Front. The shrapnel 
bullets were unable to make any 
impression on even the most lightly- 
protected fortifications and they could 
not cut barbed wire either. To add to 
the Artillery's troubles, by 1915 the 
supply of even shrapnel had dwindled 
to a trickle. The result was the 'Shell 
Scnadal' that brought Lloyd George 
into political power with his Ministry 
of Munitions, so by 1916 the 18pdrs 
were firing little else but HE. Even 
with this projectile the effectiveness 
of the 1 8pdrs was often less than 
satisfactory for they fired in a 
relatively flat trajectory. When the 
projectile hit the ground if often had 


Gun drill on, of all places, Lords Cricket 
Ground, 1918. 

little or no penetrating effect and the 
resultant detonation often did little 
more than remove the top soil and 
leave a small shallow depression. 
When a shell fell into mud, its effects 
were often minimal other than 
removing more soil. The overall 
result was the strange and eerie 
'desert' landscapes of 1917 and 
1918. After 1918 a team of 
accountants totted up that well over 
1 00,000,000 rounds were fired by 
18pdrs between 1914 and 1918. 

By 1918 it had been decided that 
the range of the 18pdr was 
insufficient as its maximum of 5966 
metres. Trials had begun as early as 
1916 on a way to improve the gun's 
performance but it was soon found 
that there was little enough to be done 
with the gun itself. A new Mark 3 gun 
was designed but it did not get into 
production. The next step was the 
Mark 4 which was little changed from 
the Mark 2 ballistically but it had a 
new Ashbury single-motion breech 
that proved easier to work in action. 
The main changes came with the 
carriage. The old pole trail was easy 
to use with horses but it had the 
definite disadvantage that it limited 
the available elevation, and thus the 
range. Allied to the new Mark 4 gun 
was a new carriage, the Mark 3, 
which had a box trail allowing an 
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elevation increase to 30° (the Mark 2 
was limited to 16°). This increased 
the range from the earlier 5,966 
metres to just over 8,500 metres. The 
recoil system was also updated (and 
moved to under the barrel) and the 
end result was an almost entirely new 
gun. Only a few got to France before 
the war ended, but after 1918 the 
new design became the standard gun 
of the Royal Artillery field batteries. 

After 1918, the 18pdr remained 
firmly emplaced as the Royal 
Artillery's main field gun. In November 
1918, the numbers in the field and on 
the stocks was 3,144 and there were 
over 8,000,000 rounds held ready to 
be fired from them. Although these 
stocks were run down, mainly by 
stockpiling some of the earlier 
equipments, many remained to be 
handed out or sold to many foreign 
and Commonwealth nations, including 
a few to the new Irish State (see Part 
2). Throughout the 1920s and 1930s 
the 18pdr became the training piece 
of the British Army as it had little 
other roles to carry out. Some were 
taken to Russia to play their part in 
the ups and downs of their Civil War, 
and when the British left in 1922 
some 18pdrs were left behind, only to 
re-emerge during the last ditch 


defence measures taken at Moscow 
and Leningrad in 1941 and 1942. 

In some ways, the 18pdr became a 
development burden on the limited 
defence funds the Army had during 
the 1920s and 1930s. With so many 
perfectly-serviceable guns to hand the 
Gunners had virtually no hope of any 
new equipment, but the 18pdr often 
became the tool involved in the few 
experiments that were possible - for 
instance the Birch Gun was an 18pdr 
Mark 5. But by the end of the 1930s, 
things began to change when the 
growth of the new German State cast 
its ominous war shadows. But even 
the 18pdr proved to be a burden. 

Even as the specifications for the new 
gun-howitzer that was to become the 
25pdr, were being drawn up, the 
numbers of 18pdrs on hand were 
simply too many to discard. They had 
to be used in some way. 

Here, the 18pdr and 25pdr stories 
begin to overlap. By the late 1930s, 
the British Army was gradually moving 
towards mechanisation and the horse 
began to be replaced by the 
motorised truck. The 18pdr had its 
part to play here as the old spoked- 
wheel carriages were gradually 
updated to take pneumatic wheels 
and new brakes. Changes were also 


made to produce a new carriage, the 
Mark 5 which had increased elevation 
(as had an interim, the Mark 4) but 
most important was the new split trail 
which gave a great increase in 
traverse from the previous 8° to 50°. 
But many gunners were less than 
happy with the split trail innovation 
and instead took to requesting a 360° 
turntable onto which the gun and 
carriage could be hoisted. This idea 
was not new as it has its (British) 
origins in the extemporised Hogg and 
Paul Platform of 1918, knocked up 
from a plank platform and a spare gun 
wheel. With such a device the gun 
could be easily and quickly traversed 
for anti-tank and mobile warfare. By 
the 1930s, the device had become a 
circular steel ring carried on or under 
the carriage trail, and it was trials with 
these platforms as opposed to the 
radical split trails that determined the 
final shape of the 25pdr. But before 
the 25pdr could get into service, new 
barrels with the 25pdr calibre of 
87.6mm were put onto 18pdr 
carriages. The carriages involved were 
the Marks 3,4 and 5 and the guns 
were the 25pdr Mark 1 . Enough were 
so modified to produce sufficient for 
the little BEF contingent to take 
France in 1939. 

However, many 18pdrs were not so 
converted and by the time war came 
again in 1939 there were many 
IBpdrs still in service. With their new 
rubber tyres and modern carriages, 
many were identical to the 18/25pdrs 
in service with the BEF, but by 1940 
their numbers had dwindled as the 
modern carriages were converted to 
the 25pdr ole. The old 1918 
stockpiles then played their part for 
many were taken out from their 
wrappings and given a face lift by the 
use of the Martin-Parry conversion. 
This involved the use of stub axles 
under the old to take new rubber tyres 
and brakes. New sights were often 
fitted and the end results were issued 
for training and general use. Some 
even found their way to France, for by 
1940 the gradual expansion of the 
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Gun Mark 

Mark 1 and 2 

Calibre (mm) 

83.8 

Total Length (mm) 

2463 

Length of bore (mm) 

2454 

Length of rifling (mm) 

2037.9 

Weight of gun (kg) 

462.2 


Mark 4 

Mark 4A 

Mark 4B 

M1917 

83.8 

83.8 

83.8 

83.8 

2463 

2457 

2463 

2240 

2355.5 

2449.5 

2355.5 

2133 

2037.9 

2031.9 

2037.9 

- 

435.9 

— 

435.9 

451 



Top Left: A gun crew in ‘fatigues ’ on gun drill with an 18 pdr on its 
Mark 1 carriage. 

Below and Right Qf 18 pdrMkIV gun on Mklll carnage showing 
all equipment normally stowed on the trial 


even though this version had the 
Martin-Parry Mark 2 PA conversion. It 
would seem that there were 
insufficient of the later Marks 
captured to warrant their large scale 
use, even though German references 
to them can be found in some 
documents. The Germans used their 
18pdrs as equipment for second-line 
formations in France and some found 
their way into beach defences. By 


IBpdrs of all types, some destroyed or 
spiked but many in a perfectly 
serviceable condition. The Germans 
took their prizes into almost 
immediate use, and the 18pdr got yet 
another designation to add to its 
already long listing - this time it 
became the 8.38cm Feidkanone 
271(e), but interestingly enough this 
only applied to the old IBpdrs Mark 1 
and 2 on the pole trail Marks 1 and 2, 


BEF had outstrip). ' supply of 
18/25pdrs. Thus b, i.- 0 L.here were 
some field regirr' *s eq^- . oeO as 
they had once be n 191b v'ith 
IBpdrs and 4.5in hv>. itzers. 

Then came the 1940 French 
campaign that culminated in Dunkirk. 
While the bulk of the British Army got 
away, they had to leave behind their 
precious guns. The 18pdr total was 
large. The Army left behind 216 
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Above: When captured in 1940 the 
75mm/18 pdr was designated by the 
Germans 8.38 an Feldkanone 271 (e) 
(eng 18 pdr 04). This retouched German 
official photo shows Italian artilleryman. 


Right: Carriage 75mm/ 18 pdr MkIP A in 
firing position and seen from the left rear. 


1943 the bulk of them had been 
replaced and scrapped. 

In the United Kingdom, the 18pdr 
now became a major item of 
equipment and during 1940 all 
manner of ISpdrs were rushed back 
into service. Old guns and carriages 
straight from the stockpiles were 
placed back into service for training, 
beach defence and even as front line 
equipment for some overseas units. 
The ISpdrs took the field once more 
during the early Desert campaigns and 
as late as 1 942 were standard 
equipment for gunner units in Iraq and 
Syria. In 1942, some were issued to 
anti-tank batteries in Burma (along 
with captured 149mm Italian 
howitzers), while even more were on 
hand in Singapore when that fortress 
was captured in early 1942. A 
Japanese report mentions that a total 
of 43 ISpdrs were captured then, 15 
of them 'motorised' and 2S with their 




Above: A ‘Martin-Parrt’ conversion in use 
for training in Southern England, 1914. An 
18 pdr in Scotland during a training 
exercise 1940 or 1941. The tractor is a 
Guy Quad-Ant. 


Left Carriage 25/18 pdr Mklll TP in the 
firing position. 


j 


original 1904 carriages - these latter 
were used by local militia. Of these 
the Japanese were able to take over 
or repiar about 21 while the rest were 
scrapped or reduced for spares. 

Exactly what use the Japanese made 
of their prizes still remains the subject 
for research - the report already 
mentioned recommended that they be 
used for local use. 

But in 1940 the position on the 
British mainland was not good. 
Invasion seemed imminent and 
artillery was in short supply. The 
United States came to the rescue with 
a supply of old artillery pieces that 


dated mainly from 1918 or 
thereabouts, but perfectly good 
enough for use at a desperate time. 
Most of these guns were 75mm 
French models in varying states of 
modification, but some were 75mm 
Model 1917s on the Carriage Model 
1917A1. These were the old re- 
calibred ISpdrs in 1918 and 
stockpiled. Fortunately, most of them 
had been modernised to a pneumatic- 
wheeled standard, virtually identical to 
the British Martin-Parry conversion. 
Thus they could be taken into service 
almost immediately and they were 
used for beach defences and gradually 


they were issued to the Home Guard. 

By 1 945 there were few 1 Spdrs 
still left in service. In Canada a few 
lasted the war out as coastal defence 
guns at some locations but they were 
generally the exception. The ISpdr 
had done its bit in two major world 
wars and in many more minor 
conflicts as well. Today, the ISpdrs 
can still be found in museums and 
acting as gate-guardians in all manner 
of unlikely places. Its day has passed 
but it is still remembered as a good 
gun. 

Continued on page 633 
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GUN AND CARRIAGE DATE 


Carriage Mark 

Mark 1 Mark 

r Mark 2R Mark 2PAMark 
2 

3TMark 4 

mark 5 

M1917A1 

Weight of gun and 
carriage (kg) 

1284.51452 

1452 

1519.5 

1600 

1600 

1651 

1651 

Height to top of shield, 
firing (mm) 1651 

1651 

1702 

1499 

1600 

1600 

1600 

1651 

Length (mm) 

4166 

4166 

4166 

4254.5 

4623 

4623 

5054.5 

4166 

Width (mm) 

1905 

1905 

1905 

2057.5 

2032 

2032 

2032 

1905 

Wheel diameter (mm) 

1422 

1422 

- 

990.6 

1295 

1295 

1295 

990.6 

Elevation 

+16° 

+16° 

+16° 

+16° 

+30° 

+37°30' +37°30' +16° 

Depression 

-5° 

-5° 

-5° 

-5° 

-5° 

-5° 

^°40' 

-5° 

Traverse (1 & r) 

4° 

4° 

4° 

4° 

4° 

4° 

25° 

4° 

Range (m) 

5966 

5066 

5966 

5966 

8504 

10150 

10150 

8300 


Right When first issued the 18 pdr fired shrapnel only with 
virtually no HE issue. Although shrapnel was still issued in 1940 
it was by then little used. The number of shrapnel balls 
changed from mark to mark of shell, from 292 up to 349. 


18 pdr Gun Data 

Mark 1 

Original 1904 wire-wound design 

Mark 1 * 

Mark 1 gun repaired with new A tube 

Mark 2 

New construction produced during 1906 with re- 
newable A tube 

Mark 2* 

1915 conversion of 1 8 pdr gun for anti-aircraft use. 
Fitted with cartridge retaining catch for use at high 
elevation angles. Most converted back to normal 
configuration after 1920. 

Mark 3 

1 91 7 development model. Not produced for service. 

mark 4 

1918 production model with Ashbury breech 
mechanism. 

Mark 4A 

1935 model with new loose liner replacing the A 
tube during repair. 

Mark 4B 

Production Mark 4A. 

Mark 5 

Version used on Birch Guns. Only small number 
produced. 


r' 


Cartridge. Q.F. ISP? Shrapnel, Mark I. 
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HERCULES C3 

/ 



Phil Hunt makes the ‘big one’ - 
the C3 version of the Hercules is 
a spectacular addition to any 
1:72 scale collection. 

During the latter part of 1978 the 
Ministry of Defence announced its 
decision to embark on a stretch 
programme for thirty of the RAF s Cl 
Hercules fleet. The new aircraft 
designated Hercules C3 will differ 
from the Cl variant by having two 
plugs inserted fore and aft of the 
wing, totalling some extra 13ft 4ins 
in length. This will enable the aircraft 
to carry 40% more freight or increase 
the number of troops transported 
from 92 to 128. 

The first of these aircraft XV223 
was converted by the parent 
company, Lockheed, ahead of 
contractual schedule, and the RAF 
took re-delivery at Lockheed-Georgia 
Marietta on December 11, 1979, the 
remaining 29 of these aircraft being 
converted by Marshalls of 
Cambridge, utilising the necessary 
‘plugs’ manufactured by Lockheed. 
When all 30 aircraft are completed 

f 


the Royal Air Force will have the 
equivalent of 10 new standard Cl 
aircraft without the need for any 
increased personnel or extra airfield 
facilities. 

The Hercules has always been a 
firm favourite of mine, and as the 
relevant information was now at 
hand regarding the lengths of the 2 
fuselage extensions, little 
encouragement was needed to 
embark on the conversion to a C3. 
The basis for the conversion is the 
Airfix Herk, a little elderly, I know, 
but still a good kit by today’s 
standards and fairly accurate. 

There are two ways of 
approaching the problem of the 
fuselage extensions. The easiest and 
most expensive is to purchase a 
second kit and use sections from the 
fuselage to achieve the necessary 
extensions. The other alternative, and 
less costly but requiring more skill, is 
to carve balsa wood plugs and use 
them as they are,^|klternatively use 
the balsa wood e^iefidk)ns as a basis 
for moulding tl^ plug^^om plastic 
card. 


As luck would have it, I was 
fortunate enough to be given a made 
up and rather battered Herk which 
had been used as a ‘toy’ by a 
youngster living nearby, so naturally 
I chose the former method. Whatever 
method is chosen the end result is 
large to say the least, and quite 
impressive. 

The instruction sheet enclosed 
with the Hercules kit released with 
the latest box art and revised RAF 
decals (XV305) differs from the 
original (XV196) by having an 
increased number of exploded 
drawings relating to the construction 
of the model. The part numbers still 
appear to be the same on both the 
former and the latter instuctions, and 
any further reference made to the 
assembly drawings and part numbers 
is based on the current kit (XV305). I 
feel this should be mentioned at this 
stage before construction begins, to 
avoid any confusion later on, as some 
shops (in my area at least) still have 
the original kit on their shelves, 
although XV305 is more readily 
available. 

\ 


This is what you will end up with if yc 
take one Airfix Herk. and add 1 3ft. 4i, 
fuselage! The camouflage was applie 
using Humbrol Authentic colours; De 
Sea Grey HX2, Dark Green HX1 and 
Aircraft Grey. 



Left: A comparison between the 
original and modified fuselage. 
Below: The extra length is added 
to the fuselage aft of the cockpit 
and forward of the tail plan. 


Start the construction by 
assembling Stages 1 - 7 as per the 
kit instructions, paying attention to 
the revised shape of the rear cockpit 
bulkhead (part 10, see Fig 5). Add 
any extra detail to the interior of the 
cockpit as desired. I used an airbrush 
to spray the whole interior of the 
fuselage. Sea Grey Medium. Seats 
and consoles were painted a semi- 
gloss black, seat cushions were made 
from plastic card and the seat 
harnesses were fashioned from 
painted strips of masking tape. 

Moving on to Stage 8 (to include 
part 41, the fuselage floor) 1 found 
would complicate matters later on 
during assembly. As I intended to 
display the aircraft with the freight 
doors in the permanently closed 
position, I omitted this part 
altogether from the construction. The 
purist may wish to include the floor 
but in doing so will have to 
remember to increase its length by 
that of the fuselage extensions. As it 
cannot be seen unless the doors are 
in the open position from my point of 
view, it was pointless to include it. 

Carry on assembling the model 
through Stages 9-12. On arriving at 
Stages 13 - 14 I would recommend 
leaving off the fuel tanks and props 
until final assembly and painting has 
been completed. 

At this stage, start work on the 
alterations to the front fuselage 
which involves making a vertical saw 
cut right through the entire front 
fuselage at point A-A as Fig 1. I 
found the easiest way to tackle this 
was to stick a 1 inch width strip of 
masking tape either side of point A- 
A. This as much as anything acted as 
a safety precaution should the saw 
slip whilst carrying out this 
operation. 

So, taking a razor saw, carefully 
cut the fuselage at point A-A (refer to 
Fig 1). Using the panel line as a 
guide, which incidentally comes right 
where the saw cut has to be made, 
ensure the cut remains parallel all 
the way down. 

Next turn your attention to the 
second Hercules fuselage; cement 
together the two fuselage halves and 
put aside to dry. Once the halves 
have dried out, continue the same 
operation on the second fuselage only 
this time making your saw cuts on 
both lines G-G and H-H (see Fig 3). 
This section will then form the front 
fuselage extension for the C3. Using 
plastic card, fashion a number of 
plastic ‘tabs’ which are then 


cemented to inside the front fuselage 
extension, positioned so as to 
protrude at least ^ inch out all 
the way round. Tabs will also be 
required to blank off windows in the 
extension piece and the remaining 
holes filled from the outside later, as 
the windows will not be required. 
When the tabs have thoroughly dried 
out cement the extension back on to 
the fuselage at point A-A, ensuring 
that the extension is cemented 
parallel to the existing fuselage 
contours. You should find that the 
tabs fit neatly between the outside of 
the rear cockpit bulkhead shape, 
being revised earlier to allow for the 
plastic tabs to marry in. I found 
‘super glue’ was the most practical 
adhesive for the latter operation as a 
hard and fast joint was called for. 

If the model is required to sit on 
its tricycle undercarriage, now is the 
time to add the necessary nose 
weight. My model needed at least 


2‘/4ozs made up of lead shot and 
Plasticine. This was inserted inside 
the fuselage extension prior to joining 
on the remaining fuselage section at 
point B-B. 

Turning your attention to the next 
alteration to the rear fuselage, repeat 
the method described earlier, making 
the saw cut at point D-D (as Fig 2). 
Make a further two saw cuts at points 
I-I and J-J (see Fig 4) in the second 
fuselage. This will form the rear 
fuselage extension. Having cut the 
section out remove the shaded area 
from the tailplane fairing on the \ 
fuselage extension (see Fig 4) and 
then, taking a piece of plastic card, 
fill the resulting gap from the inside, 
using filler to fill the remaining gap 
from the outside left as a result. 

Continuing the assembly as 
described previously, manufacture 
and cement (using ‘super glue’) more 
Scale drawings next page, 

Text continued on page 610 
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HERCULES C3 
DRAWINGS TO 1:72 SCALE 
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1 :72 drawing of Hercules Cl showing where to make 
the cuts. 













The Airfix Magazine 

WOMCSHOP 

Starting a new monthly series of useful hints 
and tips for modellers. 


A PLACE TO WORK 


One of the secrets of good 
modelling is good working 
conditions. This, depending on your 
status in the household, and size of 
your house can involve anything 
from a tray, which is deposited in a 
cupboard when not in use, to an 
entire room devoted to workshop 
facilities. Somewhere in between is 
a happy medium which is both 
convenient and effective. 

First let us consider what is 
required. Good lighting is essential 
during the day. Daylight is the most 
practical, but ensure you are not 
working in your own light. Fig 1 
shows a table in front of a window. 



If you are right handed the best 
position to sit at is A. In this case 
the light is on the work surface and 
your hand does not cast a shadow 
over it (sit at B if you are left 
handed). If it is impractical to sit in 
either of these two positions, for 
whatever reason, sitting at C will be 
a good compromise so long as the 
light is not too strong. Whilst on the 
subject, never leave plastic models 
or parts in strong sunlight, 
especially behind glass such as a 
window, as the effects can be quite 
catastrophic. Most model shop 
owners will tell you this - they have 
had the experience of removing 
warped and twisted models from 
their window display. 

However, the majority of 
modelling is probably done in the 
evening which means it it done 
under artifical light. In this case 



there are several options open to 
you: it is really a matter of personal 
choice rather than hard and fast 
rules. As far as lighting is 
concerned the kitchen is a good 
place to work as it is usually the 
one room in the house that is well 
lit. It does have disadvantages, 
however, and a more practical method 
is to have some form of ‘mobile’ 
lighting. An anglepoise light is ideal 
for this purpose. Various types are 
available - filament bulb or 
fluorescent tube types. There are 
some available with magnifiers in 
the centre with an O shaped 
fluorescent tube around the 
outside. The choice is wide and is 
really a matter of how much you are 
prepared to spend. 

The next thing to consider is the 
work surface. This should be flat, 
durable and above all replaceable, 
even if you are lucky enough to be 
able to build a purpose made work 
bench, it is still worthwhile using a 
work surface to protect the bench 
against stray cuts and paint stains. 
Any piece of wood can be used but 
by far the ‘best buy’ I have found is 
an old cupboard door! This was 
purchased from an ‘offcuts’ 
merchant in the local high street for 
a nominal sum. Being covered in 
Formica it provides an excellent 
surface. 


Assuming you have no 
permanent place to work, some 
kind of portable work top is 
required. This can be constructed 
in many ways and the following is 
intended as a guide for the 
individual modeller to modify as 
appropriate. A ‘simple’ tray can be 
constructed from a suitable piece 
of chipboard or plywood with some 
2ins X y 2 ins softwood edgeing 
around three sides to stop small 
pieces of model disappearing over 
the edge. A replacement piece of 
work surface could be placed on to 
this to provide a removable surface. 
To protect the surface it stands on. 



three feet should be added. The 
reason for three feet is to prevent 
‘rocking’ of the tray if used on an 
uneven surface (this is the same 
principle as with a three legged 
stool). Two feet should be placed at 
the front, where any pressure would 
be applied, and one centrally at the 
rear of the tray. Storage could be 
made up in any form to suit 
individual requirements. For 
example, compartments could be 
added to the sides and rear to 
incorporate storage for tools and 
paint. These could be constructed 
from strip wood quite easily as in 
Fig 3. Alternatively tobacco tins 
could be affixed to the tray to 
facilitate storage of small parts. 
These can be ‘stacked’ by glueing 
the lids to the bottoms of tins above 
to form a tower of storage tins with 
contents labelled on the edges. 



If you fancy something a little 
more elaborate, then the only 
limiting factor is your imagination. 
One point to think about is that you 
may not need all your modelling 
equipment at the same time so you 
can select, from a master storage, 
the items you will need for the 
particular job. For example if you 
are in the initial stages of building 
an aircraft you will need knife, file, 
glues, etc. but there is no need for 
your entire stock of paint, if indeed, 
any at all! a rather more elaborate 
work ‘tray’ is detailed in Fig 4. 

The tray can be developed to 
house most of the bits and pieces 
required for modelling. However, 
there are some items which I feel 
are best kept off the tray if at all 
possible. 

These are liquids. The two major 
candidates for this are brush 


cleaner and ‘liquid glue’. The 
reason for keeping them off the tray 
is to cut down the risk of accidental 
spillage. Another good safe guard 
is to transfer an amount of the 
liquid glue to a smaller container 
and use that. Then if it does get 
spilt you haven’t lost your entire 
stock. If, like me, you can still find a 
way of knocking the bottle over 
some ‘steadying’ is called for. A 
neat way of doing this is to set the 
bottle into a block of plaster or 
even plasticine. 

Another ‘off the tray’ piece of 
equipment is a small piece of glass. 
This has many uses, such as a flat 
surface to check that all the wheels 
of an aircraft’s undercarriage are 
touching the ground. It is also good 
for standing tins of paint and paint 
bruches on as it can be cleaned 
easily. 


Next month we’ll discuss the tool 
kit and some worthwhile additions. 

Ralph Laughton. 



Do you know what this is? 

Find out in next months Workshop. 
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Pink Pups? Not quite, hut here is 

a really colourful one for modellers... Peter Cooksley 


In the preface to his booklet, 
Camouflage, 1914-18 (published by 
Model Aeronautical Press, 1943), Owen 
G.Thetford complained of well- 
constructed model aircraft of World 
War 1 being marred by impossible 
markings. He said, ‘An effort has been 
made in this book to remedy this 
situation and with its publication there 
is no longer any excuse for 
Fokker DVII scouts having the cross 
patee and Pups painted pink....!’ More 
recent research has, of course, 
established the existence of at least a 
few early DVIIs which bore the 1917 
German national insignia, but ‘Pups 
painted pink’? Certainly, there were 
Pups coloured in many hues; nor were 
they the only RFC/RN AS/RAF aircraft 
to bear brightly coloured finishes. 

Invariably, when thinking of 
colourful markings in 1914-18 aircraft, 
the bizarre (and often fantastic) 
creations of artists among the German 
Jagdstaffeln come readily to mind. 
Within the Royal Flying Corps 
individual markings were frowned upon 
by high authority; although many such 
non-official schemes did exist, if only 
for brief periods. The Royal Naval Air 
Service appears to have been more 
tolerant in such matters, some of its 


units bearing highly-coloured paint 
schemes; but even those became more 
sober when the two services 
amalgamated to create the Royal Air 
Force in April, 1918. 

One area of World War 1 aviation 
which relaxed the restrictions greatly in 
this matter was the instructional field. 

In Britain, most flying instructors 
tended to become ‘sole owners’ of 
particular aircraft and these quite often 
appeared in distinctive and superbly 
individual markings. Apart from the 
obvious advantages of this simplifying 
identification in the air, such paint 
schemes added a touch of elan to a 
group of men who would have preferred 
the dangers of active service to their 
somewhat tedious duties. A majority of 
instructors favoured the rotary- engined 
scouts for ‘private’ use, manoeuverability 
being a prime requisite of their job. 
Such aircraft as the Bristol Scout D 
and MIC monoplane, Sopwith Pup, and 
Camel, figured high on their list of 
preferred mounts. Illustrated here is a 
Pup which, if not exactly pink, was at 
least many of the other colours of the 

rainbow It’s a natural for the Airfix 

Sopwith Pup kit and all details and 
markings can be followed from the 
scale drawings and photographs. 



This article, photographs and 
drawings are taken with permission 
from Cross & Cockade, Great 
Britain, the superbly-produced 
quarterly organ of the Society of 
World War I Aero Historians. This 
organisation also holds meetings 
regularly at several centres 
throughout England. The author of 
this feature is among the past 
speakers at some of these gatherings 
and the drawings were produced by 
Peter Cooksley, frequent contributor 
to Airfix Magazine, whose latest book, 
Skystrike, is published by Robert 
Hate this year. 

Readers wishing to know more 
about this Society should send a 
stamped, self-addressed envelope to 
the Membership Secretary at 23a 
Winchester Street, Famborough, 
Hampshire, GUI 4 OEA. Enquiries 
from overseas should be 
accompanied by an IRC. 



SOPWITH PUP,C2l5.(80h.p. LE RHONE 9C) 

A STANDARD-BUILT MACHINE BELIEVED TO HAVE FLOWN FROM GOSPORT, 1918. 






PLAIN 

WALNUT 

FINISH 

airscrew 

WITH BARE 

METAL BOSS 

CONE. 


NUMERAL 

STYLE. 


NOTE AIR 
PRESSURE 
PUMP NEAR 
AFT CENTRE- 
SECTION 
STRUT. 


TUBE FROM PITOT 
HEAD RAN UP LEADING 
EDGE OF forward, 
STARBOARD INTERPLANE 
STRUT, ALONG THAT OF 
UPPER WING & DOWN 
C/S STRUT ON SAME 
SIDE. 


PERSONAL 
INSIGNIA ON 
FUSELAGE SIDE. 


UNEVEN CHORD 
LINES DID NOT 
ADHERE TO RIB 
SPACING 


CENTRE SECTION: 
DETAIL OF LOWER 
SURFACE. 


RESEARCH BY 3. J. GRAY. 


DRAWING BY P.G. COOKSLEY. 
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There are four main versions of 
the F.l in production, the principle 
one being the F.IG air defence 
interceptor which has been 
purchased by most customers, the 
F.IB two*seat combat trainer, and 
the F.l A ground attack aircraft 
which has simplified avionics, radar 
ranging and increased fuel capacity. 
Also on offer is the Mirage F.IE a 
multi-role variant with more 
sophisticated avionics. All F.ls are 
powered by the SNECMA Atar 9K-50 
turbojet, but in the mid 1970s an 
F.IE was fitted with the more 
powerful SNEGMA M53 engine, but 
this combination was not preceded 
with. 

The Mirage F.l has met with 
considerable success in the export 
field, and a summary of these orders 
is as follows: 

South Africa Two variants are 
operated by Nos 1 and 3 Squadrons. 
A total of 16 F.lCZs and 32 F.lAZs 
have been purchased, with licence 
production in South Africa. 

Kuwait In 1974 this country ordered 
18 F.lCKs and two F.lBKs, and 
these have brown/sandy camouflaged 
upper surfaces, with light grey 
undersides. 

Greece The Hellenic Air Force have 
40 F.lGGs, and these are flown by 
Nos 336 and 342 Squadrons, both 
part of 114 Wing, based at Tanagra. 
Spain Orders now total 72, 
comprising F.ICE and F.l BE 
models, and the aircraft is designated 
the C.14 in Spanish service. 

Libya 16 F.IAD, six F.IBD, and 16 
F.l ED have been operated since 
1976. 

Iraq 32 F.ls, including four F.lBs 
are on order, 

Morocco 50 F.lCHs were ordered in 
1975. 

Ecuador Two versions are on order, 
being 16 F.lCs and two F.lBs. 

Several of the above countries 
have further aircraft on option, and 
other unconfirmed orders are 
believed to exist. Thus it seems that 
this clean looking fighter will be an 
established feature of military 
aviation for many years to come, 
following in the wake of its famous 
predecessor, the Mirage III. My 


Close ijp on 
THE MIRAGE FI 

A look at this successful French combat 
aircraft which is also the subject of a 
recent Airfix kit. 


thanks go to Dassault-Breguet for 
their help with this feature. 

Arguably one of the better looking of 
the current range of combat aircraft, 
the Dassualt Breguet Mirage F.l is 
now well established in service with 
several air forces. Orders for variants 
of the G.l now total well over 500, 


Above: This Mirage F.1C carries the 
insignia of EC 2/12 on the tail. Matra 550 
Magic air-to-air missiles at the wingtips, 
and a Matra 530 missile on the centre line. 
Based at Cambrai, aircraft of 2/12 have a 
scorpion on this side of the fin and a 
bulldog's head on the port side. (Photo: 
AMD-BA). 


and production is currently at the 


rate of four to five machines per 


month. 


Originally developed as a private 


venture, the first of four prototype Below: Four Mirage F.lCs of EC 1/5 based 

F.ls took to the air on December 23, at orange, with earlier fin markings used by 

1966. In order to update its air this unit (Photo: AMD-BA). 
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Above: Underside view of a French Mirage 
F. 1. carrying two Matra 530 missiies and a 
1200 litre fuel tank. Note gun ports under 
air intakes (Photo: AMD-BA). 

defence force, the French Air Force 
placed contracts for the F.l in 1970, 
and the first production machine flew 
on February 15, 1973. The first FAF 
unit to operate the F.l was Escadrille 
2 of ECTT 30 based at Reims, who 
began the changeover from Vautours 
in late 1973, and ECTT 3/30 re- 
equipped the following year. 

The second FAF wing to receive 
the F.l was EC 5 at Orange, with the 
first aircraft arriving in 1974 as 
replacements for Mirage IIICs. 
However, these F.ls were replaced in 
1977 by later models equipped with 
in-flight refuelling probes, and it 
seems probable that EC 5 will 
operate a number of F.IB two-seaters 
flown by an additional unit to be 
formed in the operational conversion 
role. 

Other FAF units to equip with the 
F.l are EC 12 at Cambrai, who 
started to replace their Super 
Mysteres in late 1976, and EC 10 at 
Creil who formerly flew Mirage IIICs. 
A future development of the F. 1 in 
FAF service concerns a photo 
reconnaissance version, which may 
replace the Mirage IIIRs or ER 33 in 
the 1980s. 

Peter F.Guiver 


Below: Three Mirage F. 1 Cs from the Reims-based all-weather fighter wing, ECTT 30. The 
lead aircraft, serial 1 4, coded 30- MP is from ECTT 2/30, whilst the two wing aircraft carry 
the fin markings of 3/30. (Photo: AMD-BA). 
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Carrying a vast array of bombs on 
fuselage and underwing pylons, together 
with wingtip missiles, this Mirage F.1 also 
has a probe and other modifications 
under the nose. (Photo: AMD- BA). 


A Mirage F. 1 fitted with Sindwinder 
missiles at the wingtips, Matra 530 
missiles under the wings, and a centre- 
line 1100 1 fuel tank. (Photo: AMD-BA). 




This Mirage F. 1 is fitted with four 400 kg 
bombs under the fuselage, and two wing 
tanks of 1100 1 capacity. 
(Photo: AMD-BA). 


No 127, a Mirage F.1CH of the Moroccan 
Air Force, with tan, drab green, and 
medium grey camouflaged upper 
surfaces, and light blue)grey undersides. 
Areas at fin tip and base of rudder are 
light grey. Note central fins are 
camouflaged also. (Photo: AMD-BA). 




A Kuwait Air Force Mirage F.1 B two- 
seater, in brown and light tan camouflage. 
Lines on wings are yellow, fin tip light 
grey (Photo: AMD-BA). 



Side view of the main undercarriage legs 
on a French A1 F Mirage F.1 C. (Photo: 
Peter F.Guiver). 



Mirage F. 1 nosewheel undercarriage leg, 
in light grey. (Photo: Peter F. Quiver). 


Front view of Mirage F. 1 port main under- 
carriage leg, which is mainly light grey. 
(Photo: Peter F.Guiver). 




Cockpit area detail on Mirage F. 1 C No.69, 
coded 30-MD of ECTT 2/30. Standard 
Steely-blue upper surfaces, safety 
instructions behind cockpit in black and 
yellow, explosive canopy warning in red 
with black arrows, codes in black. Cockpit 
interior visible is black or grey. Mouse is 
grey with black outline and yellow 
whiskers. (Photo: Peter F.Guiver). 


Mirage F.1 C No 21 1, coded 30- FR, of 
ECTT 3/30 with panels removed for a 
maintenance display at the 1979 Paris 
Air Show. Fin flash is mainly yellow, with a 
narrow red inner band, with three white 
birds. Other markings black. (Photo: Peter 
F.Guiver). 



mirage FI 
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From left to right: In-flight refuelling probe fitted to a Mirage F.1C 
of EC 1/5. Probe is black with polished tip. (Photo: Peter F.Guiver). 
Rear fuselage detail of Mirage F.1C No 69 of ECTT 2/30. Upper 
surfaces are steely blue, extreme rear of iet pipe is burnt metal, 
then there is a highly polished metal ring. Badge is a red shield, 
with yellow lions and detail, and a grey horizontal flash. (Photo: 
Peter F. Quiver), markings ofSPAI 24 on port side of fin of F.1C No 
207, of EC 1/5. Diagonal bar is black, penant is green and white, 
helmeted head is grey and black, and there is a narrow yellow 
outline. Wingtip AAM is a Matra 550 magic in light grey. (Photo: 
Peter F.Guiver). SPA26 badge on the starboard side of the fin of 
F.1C No 207. Diagonal bar is black, penant is red (rear), white, and 
place blue, both with yellow outline, stork is grey and black. (Photo: 
Peter F.Guiver). Displayed at the 1977 Paris Air Show was this 
Mirage F. 1 CG destined for Greece, in similar blue and silver as 
French AF machines. Wingtip missile white, intakes red, national 



Hercules C3 - from page 599 


plastic tabs on the inside of the rear 
fuselage extension, prior to 
cementing it back on at points OC 
and I>D. It will become apparent 
that although the extension matches 
up nicely at the top of the fuselage 
contours, the same cannot be said for 
the sides and the bottom, owing to 
the convex shape of the fuselage 
contours. This, I found, had to be 
remedied by building up the sides 
and bottom with a series of plastic 
card laminations until I arrived at 
somewhere near the existing fuselage 
contours. I then finished it off using 
filler. 

By now, with any luck, you should 
have a complete C3 fuselage. The 
wings and elevators can now be 
assembled, taking in the Anal stages 
of construction (15 - 23), omitting as 


previously explained, any such parts 
as the props, aerials and fuel tanks 
which arc liable to impede you whilst 
painting. Having now assembled the 
main construction of the aircraft, the 
tiresome job of Ailing all the 
necessary cracks and joints presents 
itself. 1 found a certain amount of 
Allcr was needed on the underside of 
the front fuselage extension, as the 
bottom did not quite marry up to the 
existing fuselage contours. The rest 
of the Ailing is conAned to the 
wing/fuselage joint elevators along 
with various places where the two 
fuselage halves went together. My 
preference was to use Milliput, as in 
my opinion this is one of the best 
Allers on the market. It rubs down 
easily, renders a very smooth Anish 
and does not crack or shrink. 


The next stage involved preparing 
the aircraA for painting and applying 
the Anishing touches. AAcr all the 
joints have been rubbed down, using 
various grades of ‘wet and dry’ paper, 
the aircraA was given a thorough 
clean in lukewarm soapy water to 
remove any dirt, grease and dust 
which had built up during 
construction. Prior to airbrushing the 
model, all windows and 
transparencies were treated to a coat 
of Maskol. The camouAage colours 
used were Dark Sea Grey HX2, Dark 
Green HXl and Light AircraA Grey 
HX5 Aom the Humbrol range. Once 
the painting was Anished the whole 
model was sprayed with a coat of 
Microgloss, ready to take the decals. 

The decals in my sample leA a lot to 
be desired, the problem being that the 
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markings sark blue and white. (Photo: Peter F.Guiver). A Mirage 
F. 1 CH of the Moroccan Air Force, serial 1 46, camouflaged in tan, 
drab green, and medium grey, with pale undersides. Missiles and 
bomb rails light grey, bombs very dark green. (Photo: Peter 
F.Guiver). At Farn borough in 1978 was this F.1B two-seater in tan, 
dark green, and grey camouflage, but with French markings. 
(Photo: Peter F.Guiver). The badge of SPA 162 on the starboard 
side of the fin of F. 1C No 67, coded 12-YR, of EC 1/12 from 
Cambrai. Tigers head is black, yellow and white with red eyes and 
mouth; flashes are red with thin yellow edging. Badge on port side 
(of SPA 89) is a black and yellow hornet. (Photo: Peter F.Guiver). 
Ordnance mounted under a Moroccan F.iCH at Paris. On the 
fuselage Is four Matra Durandal penetration bombs; all mostly 
light grey. Under the wings are several dark green bombs fitted to 
light grey pylons. (Photo: Peter F.Guiver). 





roundels were oA centre, so apart 
Aom the various stencilling markings 
alternatives were found Aom the 
Modeldecal range. All the low 
visability roundels were found on 
Sheet 54, as were the An Hashes. The 
36 inch black underwing serials and 
letters came Aom sheets 35 and 34. 
The 8 inch black fuselage serials 
Aom sheet 36 and the white wording 
Royal Air Force Aom sheet 48. The 
white serials above the An Hashes 
and below the Aont fuselage windows 
presented a problem, but this was 
eventually overcome by a Letraset 
sheet number 1874, 24pt Futura 
Medium. Unfortunately the sheet did 
not provide me with enough 2 
numerals so these was made up of 
using the numbers 6 and 1. All the 
decals were applied using the now 


familiar Microscale system. 

A characteristic of the Hercules is 
the slight colour variation of the 
centre section wing panels. This was 
easily simulated by masking oA the 
outer wing panels prior to spraying 
the centre wing sections with a 
mixture of Microgloss and matt at a 
ratio of 1*1, using the panel lines as 
a guide. At this stage the remaining 
props, fuel tanks and aerials can be 
cemented in place. 

The C3 version oAered a 
challenging conversion and I received 
a great deal of pleasure in building it. 
It looks particularly striking if 
displayed with an example of the 
original unconverted version. You 
will And useful additional references 
in Aircraft Illustrated (March 1980) 
and Air Pictorial (February 1980). 



Here’s a final view of the modified 
fuselage the extensions are 
inserted where arrowed. 
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The Legendary Fury 

John Rawlings recalls the glorious days of the 
RAFs famous biplane fighter. 


I 

J 



In these days it is customary to look 
back on the 1920s and 1930s and 
romanticise about the glorious 
biplane fighters which graced 
Britain’s skies, adorned with the 
roundels of the RAF. In this euphoric 
nostalgic mood it is very often 
forgotten that many of these same 
biplanes were no more than 
mediocre, that some of them had 
poor handling characteristics and, 
with some, structural failure in flight 
was not an unknown attribute. But 
there is one aircraft of which no such 
criticism can be made and this is the 
Hawker Fury. Not only was it the 
RAFs first 200mph plus aircraft, not 
only did it have superb handling 
characteristics, but it looked the part 
par excellence. Most of all, if one 
wants to establish a likeness, it 
looked like a racehorse, with a classic 
grace of line, from the pointed tVo- 
blade airscrew, past the close-cowled 
Rolls-Royce Kestrel engine, up to the 
cockpit and then falling away to the 
tailplane. With wickedly raked wings 
of unequal span and long, leggy 
undercarriage it taxied as though it 
was walking around the paddock, 
eager to get flat out. And when it 
took to the air it was all rapid, 
graceful movement. 


Above: Where it really all started - Sydney 
Camm’s first bid for an In-line liquid-cooled 
fighter was the Hawker Hornblll, the proto- 
type of which, J7782, is seen here. It failed 
due to the unreliability of its R.R. Condor 
engine. (J.K. Fletcher). Below: J9682 was 
Hawker’s Hornet which was so revolutionary 
that it in effect became the fury prototype 
and ushered the Fury on Its career. It is 
seen here at Tangmere in 1930. (A. G. 
Williams). 


Its origin can best be described as 
progressive refinement coincidental 
with the arrival of the right power 
plant. Ever since Sydney Camm 
became chief designer at Hawker’s 
his intention had been to improve 
the breed and the range of fighter 
prototypes emanating from his 
drawing boards (and the flight sheds 
at Brooklands). Starting with the 
Woodcock, his first advance was to 
change to metal structure with the 
Heron. Camm was not really an 


enthusiast for radial engines so his 
next design was the Hornbill with an 
in-line Rolls-Royce Condor. The 
aircraft was fast but had both 
directional control and engine 
cooling problems. So it was back to 
radials with the Hawfinch and a fleet 
fighter the Hoopoe. The Hawfinch 
was entered for competition in the 
trials for the RAF Specification 
F9/26, a competition in which nine 
aircraft from major British 
manufacturers were entered. (There 
were nine major British air-frame 
constructors then). The competition 
was won by the Bristol Bulldog, 
which was ordered into quantity 
production, and the Hawfinch was 
relegated to experimental flying. But 
in 1927 a new development arrived 
which gave Sydney Camm ideas. This 
was the Rolls Royce F.XI engine 
which was destined for the Hawker 
Hart bomber and which, due to the 
cylinder banks being one casting, 
gave much greater power to weight 
ratio than had previously been 
possible. 

So design went ahead, refining the 
basic steel tube aircrame to the 
greatest degree and installing this 
new in-line engine in a closed-cowled 
nose. The result, which Hawker’s 




Above: the first squadron to receive Furies was No 43 at Tangmere. A nine-ship squadron 
formation is seen here; note the black/silver check markings and the Flight Commander’s 
painted fin, probably red of A Flight, on K1928. Below: 25 Squadron's famous trio flying 
low-level close formation at a display, possibly at Filton, about 1 935. Although the aircrft 
are not tied-together here it is easy to see how they could fly with elastic cords linking 
them. 



called the Hornet, flew in march, 

1929, and appeared alongside the 
Hawker Hart at that year’s Olympia 
Aero Show where it became the talk 
of the aeronautical fraternity. For 
this aircraft could top 200 mph in 
level flight and had the handling 
qualities to match. Service test pilots 
at Martlesham Heath (where A & 

AEE resided until 1939) waxed lyrical 
about this magnificent new fighter 
and it was soon back at Brooklands 
where it was bought by the Air 
Ministry for the RAF and named the 
Hawker Fury Mk 1. 

All this put the Air Ministry in a 
quandary. Only two years before they 
had ordered into quantity production 
the Bristol Bulldog, with its top 
speed of 174 mph; it now had a day- 
bomber, the Hawker Hart, coming 
into service in vast numbers which 
could best that by 10 mph and here 
was a fighter available that could 
manage 200 mph. They could not 
stop the flow of Bulldogs and already 
the economic depression was 
looming which would make money 
tight. So to start with an order for 
only 21 Furies was given, enough to 
equip one squadron. It is staggering 
to think, these days, that the order 
was placed in August, 1930, the first 
aircraft of the batch was flown at 
Brooklands on 25 March, 1931, and 
the order was completed 21 days 
later! The aircraft were quickly 
accepted into service as they had few 
snags, and No 43 Squadron became 
the proud possessors of this finest of 
fighters. In service the Fury was an 
immediate success. Not only was it a 
superb aerobatic mount, to which the 
neighbourhood around Tangmere, 
43’s station, could testify, but more 
important it was highly successful as 
an interceptor, a fact which showed 
up strikingly when first the squadron 
took part in Annual Exercises. 

So the first batch of Furies 
(K1 926- 1946) was swiftly followed by 
an order for a further 48 aircraft 
(K2035-2082). Hawkers took only 
three months to complete the whole 
batch and the next squadron to 
receive them was No 25 at Hawkinge, 
beginning at the end of 1931 and 
completing by February, 1932, the 
month in which the third Squadron, 
No 1, received theirs at Tangmere. 
Because so many Bulldogs had been 
ordered no more Fury squadrons 
were envisaged but these three 
became a corps d’elite in Fighter 
Command during the thirties and 
built up a tremendous reputation. 

The rivalry between the two 
Tangmere and one Hawkinge 
squadrons was intense and this 
produced an ever-increasing 
refinement in their manoeuvres and 
especially in their display routines. 

No 43 had become the exponent of 
formation aerobatics so No 25 went 
one better and worked up a team of 


three aircraft which performed their 
entire aerobatic routine tied-together 
by elastic cords, bringing this feat to 
the Hendon Display of 1933. By 
1934 No 1 had worked their team up 
sufficiently to be the RAF’s 
representatives for the Canadian 
Centennial Celebrations inToronto in 
the summer of 1934. So all three 
units were at theit peak of enthusiasm 
and efficiency and were certainly the 
foremost fighter squadrons in the 
RAF of the mid- thirties. 

But Hawkers had not let grass 
grow under their feet. They had built 
their own Fury, with civil registration 
G-ABSE, and used this for 
development flying with various gun 
and engine installations (Kestrel IIS, 
IVS, VI, Kestrel Special and 
Goshawk). From this was developed 
the High-Speed Fury, K3586, which 
featured the Kestrel VIS engine, 
wheel spats, tapered wings and V 
shaped interplane struts. This type 
was not adopted for service, being a 
one-off also used by Hawker’s for 
development, but it formed a basis for 
Hawker’s tender for Specification 
F14/32 which resulted in the Fury II 
which incorporated the Kestrel VI 
engine, wheel spats and increased 
fuel tankage. Twenty-three aircraft 


only were ordered initially (K7263- 
7286) and these went to 25 Squadron 
at Hawkinge at the end of 1936. 
Subsequently a further batch of 75 
was ordered (K8218-8306), to be 
built by General Aircraft at 
Hanworth, and this batch dispensed 
with wheel spats as these has a habit 
of clogging up on soggy aerodromes 
and turning the aircraft over. 

In many ways 1937 could be said 
to be the zenith of the Fury’s 
squadron service. Nos 1, 25 and 43 
were still the principal exponents in 
Fighter Command and all three took 
part in the final RAF Display at 
Hendon that year. No 25 Squadron’s 
CO, Wing Commander C. A. Stevens, 
flew a Fury II in the Headquarters 
Race, but was severely handicapped 
and came in twelfth. Pilot Officer 
Caesar Hull of 43 Squadron flew a 
Fury I (K3731) in a scintillating 
display of individual aerobatics. The 
No 1 Squadron formation aerobatic 
team, comprising Flight Lieutenant 
Teddy Donaldson, Flying Officer 
Tops Boxer and Pilot Officers Johnny 
Walker and Prosser Hanks (using 
Furies K2024, 2043, 2881 and 5673) 
put up a magnificent display which 
they followed up at an international 
display at Zurich in July. And 25 
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ahead, the Hurricane and Spitfire 
were soon to send the silver darting 
Furies out of Fighter Command. 
Already some of them had filtered 
through to the Flying Training 
Schools and with these they 
continued to delight and to imprint 
on trainee fighter pilots that lightness 
and sureness of touch which repaid 
dividends in the Battle of Britain. But 
the Fury had had its day as an RAF 
fighter, the finest thoroughbred of 
them all, an aircraft from which the 
classic Hurricane easily grew. Of 
course this is not the whole of the 
Fury story for it was developed with 
different engines, even, alas, radials 
once more, for five foreign nations 
and was itself the basis from which 
the Nimrod fleet fighter came along 
for the Fleet Air Arm. But those 
stories are for another time - for 
now, suffice to say that never has the 
RAF had a more beautiful, 
manoeuvrable and classic fighter in 
its ranks than the Hawker Fury. 


Squadron flew its gleaming Fury IIs 
in a dive and low-flying attack on 
imaginary river pirates In addition 
another Fury took part in the 
Headquarters Race, flown by Wing 
Commander J.H.O.Jones from 
Cranwell whence seven Furies had 
gone for the delectation of the 
instructors and cadets of the RAF 
College. He did better than Stevens, 
coming in third. 

Hendon, 1937 had really been the 
public finale of the Fury. It 
continued in service, with the front- 
line squadrons, until January, 1939 
and in fact even in 1937 three other 
squadrons equipped with Fury IIs, 
but all as interim equipment until 
their designated types arrived. No 73 
Squadron at Mildenhall flew them 
from March to July, 1937, No 87 at 
Tangmere from March to June, 1937 
and No 41 at Catterick from 
October, 1937 to January, 1939. But 
now the era of the biplane was 
departing and, with war looming 


Fury Facts and Figures 

Span 30ft Oin, Length 26ft Bin, Height 1 0ft 2 in, 
Wing Area 252 sq ft. 

Empty Weight 2,6231b (Mk I), 3,4901b (Mk II) 
Loaded Weight 2,7341b (Mk I), 3,6091b (Mk II) 

Performance 

Mk I Mk II 

Max Speed 297 mph 223 mph 

Ceiling 28,000ft. 29,000 ft. 

Range 305 miles 270 miles 

RAF Production 
Mk Is 

K1 926-1 946 21 aircraft 
K2035-2082 48 aircraft 
K2874-2883 1 0 aircraft 
K2899-2903 5 aircraft 
K3703-3742 13 aircraft 
K5662-5682 20 aircraft 
Mk IIs 

K7263-7285 23 aircraft 
K8232-8306 75 aircraft 


RAF Squadrons 

No 1 Squadron used Mk Is at Tangmere from 

February, 1 932 to November, 1 938. 
Two red bars as squadron, marking 
closed at each end. Examples are 
K1926, K2043, K2043, K2881, 
K5673 and Mk II K8249. 

No 25 Squadron used Mk Is at Hawkinge from 

February, 1932 to 1932 and Mk IIs 
there from December, 1936 to 
October 1937. Two black bars as 
squadron marking, open at each 
end. Examples are K2041, K2053, 
K2069, K2877, K5677 (Mk I). 
K7263, K7276, K7821, K7285, 
K8251 (Mk II). 

No 41 Squadron used Mk IIs at Catterick from 

October, 1 937 to January, 1 939. It 
is doubtful if the Furies carried 
squadron markings. Examples 
K7263, K7280, K7285, K8238, 
K8248. 


conjecture just what might have happened if the war had 
actually started at the end of September 1938 and the 
Furies had flown in action against Me 109s and He Ills... 

However, if you want a Fury which is a little out of the 
usual image of the type, then the conversion work is little 
more than a paint job. The biggest problem is getting the 
references, for in the heat of the moment much was 
extemporised and very little has been left for later 
generations of researchers. I have many of the aviation 
journals of the ‘Munich Crisis’ period and none of these 
so much as mention the Fury, let alone illustrate it’s 
warpaint. The official pictures all show Hurricanes at the 
ready and reading the reports of those times you would be 
hard put to discover that quite a lot of biplane fighters were 
still in service! The best reference I have seen are in the 
Ducimus ‘Camouflage and Markings’ series (now out of 
print) where the Fury is quite well covered both in an 
individual part and in the bound volume. There is a nice set 
of pictures there of the Furies of No 43 Squadron just after 
camouflaging, and photographed early in Cctober 1938. 
Using these pictures as a guide I could work out the 
camouflage scheme and the markings, but even with the 
pictures there is the need for some speculation. 

Making up the model fora 1 938 period machine means 
that the tailskid must be replaced with a wheel. My scrap 
box yielded a 1 :72 scale nosewheel from, I believe, a Sea 
Hawk, and this was exactly right once it had been trimmed 
slightly. Also I made up a thinner windscreen from clear 
plastic card. The extra alteration I made was to cut out the 
control surfaces and either bend them or re-position them 
with a slight ‘droop’. This gives a parked aircraft a much 
more realistic appearance. Obviously this can be done on 
the model whether you alter the colours or not. 

Turn page for model pictures 


Chris Ellis makes some simple changes to the 
1:48 scale Airfix kit... In September 1938 the news 
headlines all concerned Hitler’s grab for Czechoslovakia. 
War now seemed more inevitable than ever before and the 
threat of immediate hostilities was only averted by the 
efforts of the British and French governments who 
proposed the partition of the Czech homeland so that part 
could be ceded to Germany. It was the period of the so- 
called ‘Munich Crisis’ - the top level talks were held at 
Munich - and the British Prime Minister, Chamberlain, 
returned from his final meeting with a form of peace treaty 
and the famous, but short-lived, ‘Peace in ourtime’ pledge. 
So the actual outbreak of war against Germany was 
averted for nearly a year, but in the fateful days leading up 
to the crisis talks, Britain went on to a war footing. 

As far as the RAF was concerned it meant the end of the 
old colourful markings of the 1 920s and 1 930s, for almost 
literally overnight all machines not already camouflaged 
were given a hasty coat of sombre colours. Though the 
Hurricane was already in squadron service with Fighter 
Command there were still squadrons of Gauntlets, 
Gladiators, and Furies, and it was these that were suddenly 
transformed to take on an entirely different appearance. In 
the latter part of 1 938 the days of the Fury were already 
numbered as a front line fighter, but Nos 1, 43, and 41 
squadrons were still equipped with them, the latter 
squadron being the last to use them, until January 1 939. 
Surviving Furies after this went to training units. 

With the appearance of the attractive new Airfix Hawker 
Fury kit in 1:48 scale, I thought it would make a nice 
contrast to the era of bright colour schemes if the model 
was made up to depict one of the camouflaged machines. 
In fact, putting the silver and camouflaged models 
together makes quite a talking point and it is interesting to 


Top to Bottom: K2041 was one of No 1 Squadron's original 
issue and is seen here about 1931 with the red bars on the 
fuseiage deieting the fuseiage roundel and rudder stripes. 
(J.Beedle via John Rawiings). No 1 Squadron’s hanger at 
Tangmere late in 1937 with Fury I K2899 sitting outside. Note 
the change in markings, no rudder stripes, yeilow fin and wheei 
discs (B Fiight) and squadron badge on fin arrowhead. The 
aircraft also carried, at this stage, aircraft ietters on the cowiing, 
probabiy in black, K2899 being, M. (J.K. Fletcher). The first 
Hawker Fury II batch had wheel spats as on K7275 seen here 
on a misty autumn morning in 1 936 at Brooklands. This aircraft 
went into service with 25 Squadron, then in 1937 transferred to 
73 Squadron. (Real Photographs). 


No 43 Squadron used Mk Is at Tangmere from May, 
1931 to November, 1938. 
Black/white check marking, later 
modified to black/silver. Examples 
K1927, K1934, K1944, K2081, 
K2882, K3740, K5672. K8254 (Mk 


No 73 Squadron used Mk IIs at Mildenhall from 
March to July, 1937. Almost 
certainly no squadron markings 
carried. Examples K8244, K8253 
K8268, K8279. 

No 87 Squadron used Mk IIs at Tangmere from 
March to June, 1937. Almost 
certainly no squadron markings 
carried. Examples K7276, K7281 , 
K8234, K8245, K8257, K8276. 


Top Left: The second batch of Fury IIs dispensed with wheel 
spats; they were built by General Aircraft of Hanworth. K8279, 
seen here in an unhappy position is A Flight Commander’s 
aircraft in 25 Squadron. 
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Using finger pressure the ailerons could 
then be bent down slightly. 






We sawed and cut through all the control 
surface hinge lines so that the control 
surfaces could be allowed to ‘droop’ a 
little as they would on a parked aircraft 
on the ground. The ends were sawed 
through completely and the hinge lines 
were sawed through just halfway. 




With assembly complete pull some fine 
heat-stretched sprue for the rigging, 
using transparent sprue if possible. Use a 
pair of dividers to measure off the length 
of each wire. 


After assembling the cockpit interior use |p 
strips of paper or plastic card to add 
the seat straps. Then paint the entire 
cockpit interior, using interior green 
with khaki for the straps and 
parachute pack, black for the instrument 
panel and controls. 








Check the parts against the instruction sheet 
before assembly begins: then use a fine emery 
board, followed by ‘wet and dry' or fine 
glasspaper to clean off any small amounts of flash. 
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Here’s the same treatment for the tail, but we 
used pliers, very gently, to help bend the ends 
of the elevators, due to the right angle shape 
here and the need to avoid twisting. 


Assembly now follows the kit instructions 
but we did all the painting before final 
assembly. Here the dark earth is applied. 
The cowling top justs rests in place. Note 
underside of wing propped on tins to dry. 


Place the dividers against the fine sprue 
and snip off the length. ° 


August 1980 


Assemble the cockpit interior to the 
fueslage, as seen here. Then make up the 
engine. If you want the cowling to be 
detachable, paint the engine at this 
stage. After a 'dry run’ we found it 
necessary to cut away part of the 
interior framing to allow the engine to 
fit snugly so that the fuselage halves 
butt properly together. This is what we are 
doing here. We’ve also found a tailwheel 
to replace the skid provided in the kit 




You can see the top surface camouflage pattern 
in this view before the top wing goes on. 

We interpreted this from photographs. Note one 
propeller blade is black, the other varnished brown. 







Add a pin head sized blob of plastic 
cement at each locating point add pop 
the length of rigging in place using 
tweezers. 


: V 

I Rigging now complete except for wing aerials 
C! which we omitted as they are very vulnerable 

I to handling. Note anti-gas patch of yellow paint 
The taii-to-cockpit aerial can just be seen. 


Here all the wing rigging in place, just a 
few minutes later - it is a fairly quick 
process once you've drawn out the sprue. 


And here's the finished model in very sombre 
finish as a contrast to the more familiar silver. 
The ‘fighting cocks' emblem is hand-painted over 
the squadron marking given with the kit 




Here the undercarriage rigging is added. Note the 
half black, half white painting of the wings; 
rest is silver. 


I 


Colours and Markings 

The standard Dark Earth and Dark Green 
camouflage colours were applied over the original 

silver dope and bare metal surfaces. The 
photographs show quite a patchy and rough effect 
in the painting, particularly in the demaraction 
between green and brown. All fuselage serials were 
over-painted. None of the 43 Sqn machines had any 
roundels on the upper wings. Nearly all the aircraft 
in the squadron retained the ‘fighting cock’ badge 
within the arrowhead on the tail, though a couple of 
aircraft lacked even this. I obtained this by hand- 
painting a cockerel outline on to the 1 Sqn badge 
given on the kit decals. This was the only part of the 
kit decal sheet used as all the small stencils were 
also over-painted with camouflage. A photo of a No 
1 Sqn line-up shows that the arrowhead mark was 
not carried by this squadron - they all had plain tails. 

A yellow gas detector patch was carried on the 
starboard lower mainplane, outboard and aft of the 
outer struts and visible to the pilot. Beneath the 
wings the port halves were painted Night (matt 
black) and the starboard halves white, divided at the 
centreline. The ‘Camouflage and Markings’ book has 
a diagram showing the radiator painted dark earth, 
but close study of the photographs in the same book 
shows that in some aircraft, at least, the radiator may 
well have been black with the white/black division 
either below the centre line or to starboard of the 
radiator. All the rest of the undersides were left in 
silver dope. On at least one machine the outline of 
the underwing serial showed through the white paint 
on the model apply the decal, then paint white 
below the wings to let the number show just slightly 
(but not legibly). The book also states the wheel hubs 
to be dark earth but they may possibly still be in 
flight colours, as could the spinner. The paint is 
certainly a little gloss on the wheel hubs rather than 
matt. The starboard aileron is black, though it might 
possibly be in flight colours too. Fuselage and 
underwing roundels were converted to B type to 
eliminate the white and the pictures show that the 
underwing roundels, may in fact, be completely 
over-painted in Night on some machines, leaving 
just black discs. On the model I used spare 1 ;72 
scale B type roundels which matched the correct 
diameters for the positions - mine came from a 
Microscale sheet. As there was some discrepancy in 
application of the colours, and no visible serials to 
identify individual machines, you have a certain 
amount of leeway, as will be aparent if you study the 
‘Camouflage and Markings’ book photographs. 

Rigging 

Many modellers shy away from biplane kits because 
they do not like the prospect of all that rigging. Using 
heat-stretched sprue (we’ll be featuring this 
technique soon on the ‘Workshop’ page), the 
terror goes out of rigging. Of course, if you prefer to 
use fine thread there is nothing to stop you, but the 
method we used is the commonly accepted ‘easy’ 
way with fine sprue. For rigging use transparent 
sprue. The reflection in this gives a good impression 
of the twin wires commonly used between interplane 
struts. Simply use dividers to measure off the lengths 
required, put a pin drop of cement at each anchoring 
point, and pop the wire into place. Work methodically 
round the wings. If the model is to be handled much 
(like mine) it is best to omit the aerials running from 
the rudder post to the little posts on the upper wings. 

These aerials are not very visable from normal 
viewing distances and quite frankly they are bound o 
get carried away if you pick up the model without 
remembering they are there. If your model goes 
behind glass, then they could, of course, be added. 


Give for those who Gave 


Thousands of men and 
women who served in the 
Royal Air Forces have given 
their health or even their 
lives in the defence of 
Freedom and many of them 
or their dependants are now 
in need of help 
Please assist by giving all 
you can for an emblem 
during WINGS WEEK or 
please send us a donation 


PLEASE 

WEAR THIS EMBLEM 




DURING 


Wings Appeal 

in September 



Royal Air Forces Association, (Appeals Dept) Portlar>d Road, 
Mah/em, Worcestershire WR14 2TA 

(Incorporated by Royal Charter and registered under the War 
Charities Act 1M0 and Charities Act 1960). 


Keep your magazines for 
future reference in one of our 
special binders 

Binders to hold 12 copies of AIRFIX Magazine are available in 
two sizes: lOVi" x 8" to hold the old format (pre-1976) size 
magazine; and 12y2'' x 8 V 2 " to hold the modern, A4-format 
magazine. The large-size binder is capable of holding copies 
of the old-size magazine but not, of course, vice versa. Please 
specify which size you require when ordering. Old-size binders 
cost £2.25 each, including VAT and postage; new-size binders 
cost £2.60 net, £2.95 by post, from the following address; 

A/S. Binders are 

now being supplied Airfix Magazine (Binder Department) 
in an all red 4 Surbiton Hall Close 

finish only. Kingston, Surrey 


COVENTRY (LANCHESTER) POLYTECHNIC 

Designing 
Transportation for 
our future needs 

If this interests you, find out about the degree course in 
Industrial Design (Transportation) from the Industrial Design 
Secretary, Faculty of Art and Design, Coventry (Lanchester) 
Polytechnic, Coventry CV1 5RZ. Telephone Coventry (0203) 
24166 ext. 534. 
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American Lightweights 

Another look at the American trucking scene with John Reed 


Trucking in the United States is not 
just a matter of ‘big rigs’ - colourful as 
they might be - and there is plenty of 
scope for even the beginner amongst 
the vehicles at the lighter end of the 
market. 

The light truck - the pick-up van 
and lightweight utility - is almost as 
American an institution as Coca Cola. 
The early farm trucks of the 1920s 
and 1930s led directly to the Jeeps 
and Power Wagon weapons carriers 
of World War 1, and set in motion a 
process that has given us today’s 
generation 'Of versatile lightweights. 

It is an area in which - despite 
recent Japanese intervention - US 
manufacturers are pre-eminent, and 
one in which their customers are able 
to make much more rational use of 
transport than their European 
counterparts, many of whom still 
have to send a three-ton truck to do a 
one-tonner’s work simply because 
there is no suitable light workhorse 
generally available. In recent years 
US sales of medium duty trucks have 
actually declined, whilst those in the 
light duty sector have increased by 
more than 20%, and although a boom 


in recreational vehicle sales accounts 
for a significant proportion of the 
increase, business users still buy 66% 
of all ^ ton pickups, and 75% of all 54 
ton vans. 

This buoyant market has prompted 
US Chrysler to pull out of the medium 
duty sector, and to re-tool for increased 
lightweight production, but the way 
ahead is far from clear, as the fuel 
crisis and tighter exhaust emmission 
legislation are making it necessary 
for the manufacturers to pare up to 
lOOOlbs off the unladen weight of 
some of their models in order to meet 
Federal fuel-consumption standards. 
There are problems, too, due to diesel 
engine production having failed to 
match the hopes of the planners - a 
switch from petrol to diesel for light- 
weights is an important part of long- 
term fuel saving strategy - but the 
signs are that the truck makers are 
managing to keep at least one step 
ahead of the legislators. 

It’s a situation that had led to the 
appearance of the first of the sub- 
compacts typified by Dodge’s D.50 
pickup, powered by a 2 litre or 2.6 
litre four-cylinder petrol engine - 


UK pick-ups are powered by fuel- 
guzzlers of between 3.7 and 5.7 litres 
swept volume - yet capable of carrying 
a 14001bs payload. By making such 
vehicles available in both standard 
and sport forms, Chrysler hope to 
meet the requirements of both 
business and leisure users, as well as 
those of the considerable body of US 
motorists who prefer a pick-up as 
basic transport. Some indication of 
the standard of finish on these new- 
comers may be gained fi*om the fact 
that optional ‘dress-up’ items for the 
standard model including white 
sidewall tyres, tinted glass, and cargo 
lamp are fitted to the basic sports 
version, which can be ordered in 
yellow, tan red, black or white, with a 
variety of highline stripe and colour 
combinations. GMC Truck and 
Coach’s pick-up range includes three 
versions of the glamorous Caballero, 
a car-styles 117 inch WB pick-up 
which combines genuine saloon car 
comfort with a 335 cubic feet cargo 
space that can hold an SOOlbs payload, 
but its real muscle is to be found in the 
more functional Wideside and 
Fenderside pick-ups of up to a 


Big, tough and comfortable. Jeep's J10 
Golden Eagle pick-up has genuine off- 
highway capability in the best 
traditions of its World War 2 ancestor. 
(Jeep Corp). 




10,000 lb gross weight, and a carrying 
capacity of up to 46501bs. 

Pick-up ranges from all manu- 
facturers are fairly straightforward - 
Chrysler’s comprises five payload 
classes on six different wheelbases, 
with two alternative pick-up ‘box’ 
styles - but the number of off-the-shelf 
options available give them great 
flexibility. Crew cabs with seating for 
up to six in various standards of 
comfort are a common sight on US 
roads, as are trailering kits giving 
towing capability for drawbar trailers 
of up to ll,0001bs gross weight, and 
fifth-wheel couplings for semi-trailers 
of up to 15,5001bs. Available 
transmission systems include 
automatics three and four speed 
manuals, and it is a simple matter for 
a customer to obtain a vehicle tailored 


to his own specific needs. Thus in 
addition to the bodywork options for 
Dodge’s D.50 shown in the 
accompanying illustrations there is 
also a choice of four wheelbases 
between 115in or 149in, four 
different engines, and two final drive 
ratios. 

The versatility does not stop there. 
The D.50 in all its various forms is 
also available with four wheel drive 
as the W150 Power Wagon. The value 
of 4-w-d as a means of extending the 
capability of a light truck is only now 
being fiilly recognised in Europe, but 
in the US optional drives are an 
established feature of most pick-up 
ranges, and have recently enjoyed a 
phenomenal degree of success in the 
recreational vehicle. International 
Trucks’ Scout II series is typical of 


1979 GMC 'chopped' or 'cutaway' vans 
are built without side, rear or roof 
panels behind the front compartment 
for conversion to mini-motor homes or 
commercial vehicles with specialized 
bodies installed by independent firms 
(GMC Truck and Coach). 

the latest generation of utilities, 
including as it does the 118 ins WB 4- 
w-d Scout Traveller hatchback and 
the Terra pickup, both of which can be 
modelled using the excellent ERTL 
Scout II kit that is now on sale on the 
UK. In its brawniest form the Terra 
has engine options outputting up to 
163bhp, a four-speed gearbox with 
two ratio transfer mechanism, 
selective all-wheel drive, and can-like 
all Scouts - be fitted with a range of 
off-the-shelf work accessories that 
includes a 20001bs capacity step-down 
bumper tow kit, front mounted winch, 
and snow plough blade. For added 
interior comfort there is a colour 
matched ‘cruiser’ package that 
includes highbacked seats, fitted 
nylon carpeting, and door map 
pockets. 


GMC Rally vans have a 'hemmed' roof 
drip rail design in 1979 to increase 
corrosion protection. The overlapped or 
rounded gutter edge improves paint 
adhesion. A thicker dash mat is used 
on all van models to improve 
acoustical insulation (GMC Truck and 
Coach). 
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Above: Dodge B200 Van shows marked design similarities with current European 
Dodges. This is a familiar type because the B200 (or variants withe body shell) have 
been produced by kit makers. (Chrysler Truck and RV). 



Below: International Scout //. Modellers should be able to convert the ERTL kit of 
this tough utility to depict it in a number of roles. This is the basic range 

(International Trucks). 


GMC’s Jimmy full-time 4-w-d utility 
has engines of between 4.1 and 6.6 
litres available, and is a tough off- 
highway performer with a fibreglass 
rear roof section that may be removed 
to create an ‘instant pick-up’, but like 
the other ‘majors’, GM market four 
wheel drive versions of their regular 
pick-ups as well as the specialised 
utility. By drawing on the full range of 
options, the customer can buy a very 
formidable vehicle off-the-shelf 
complete with off-highway capability, 
a payload capacity of more than two 


tons, a full range of fitments, and 
saloon car comfort. The robust 
qualities of the US utility are well 
demonstrated by the use of I-H Scout 
Terra’s at the Grand Saline salt mines 
in Texas, where three vehicles are 
kept permanently underground, 
hauling heavy plant and equipment 
through sixteen miles of twisting and 
often steep tunnels. These under- 
ground haulers work only first gear, 
and after three years in service are 
still as reliable as ever - their 
predecessors were pensioned off 


after fourteen years during which 
time they never left the workings. 

At the other end of the light vehicle 
spectrum, US-built vans bear a strong 
resemblance to their European 
counterparts. The day-to-day work of 
such vehicles is much the same in any 
country, and in these days of scientific 
design it follows that the vehicles 
themselves share the same basic 
characteristics. Thus GMC’s Vandura 
range has a maximum GVW of SSOOlbs 
and is outwardly similar to GM’s UK- 
based Bedford subsidiary’s vehicle, 
the CF, which has a maximum rating 
of 77001bs. But the Detroit vehicles 
come in a variety of guises that reflect 
the great American passion for 
recreational motoring. It’s an 
enthusiasm that the manufacturers 
have carefully nurtured, and 
Chrysler’s decision to drop the 
Tradesman name for their van range 
emphasises the importance that they 
attach to the leisure use of a vehicle 
that was conceived as a business 
transport. At the moment though, 
the RV boom is in deep trouble with 
the fuel crisis calling the need for non- 
essential mileage into question, and 
throwing a shadow over the entire 
future of the ftiel-thirsty fun-motor. 
No manufacturer has cut his range, 
but Jeep have been obliged to slow 
down production and there is 
pressure on all manufacturers to 
power-down to achieve greater 
economy. It seems that the light- 
weight RV of the future will follow the 
path indicated by Dodge’s D.50, and 
that there will be a call for lighter 
motor homes rather than the top 
weight models on substantial front 
section chassis that have been 
gaining ground in recent years. 

Just what can be done to convert a 
van to a luxury transport is 
demonstrated in the Bostrom 
Buccaneer conversion for the Dodge 
and Plymouth passenger vans. Each 
of the six passengers has his own 
control console for the AM-FM radio, 
Sony TV and reading lights, and the 
VIP transport is available with air- 
conditioning, and, if required, a small 
fridge. However RVs need not be so 
elaborate, and current US practice is 
for manufacturers to provide high- 
line leisure versions of most light duty 
vans which can seat up to twelve 
passengers, tow a trailer and 









Dodge 

BQZ) 


Dodge D50 is Chrysler's first sub- 
compact lightweight and is designed to 
satisfy the demand for a lightweight 
truck with a near-car fuel consumption. 

Note this takes Dodge into the size 
sector which has been well exploited in 
recent years by Japanese firms 
(Chrysler Truck and RV). 








GVWR 

1 

3880 lb. (1760 kg) 

Curb Weight 

2480 lb. (1125 kg) 


Transmissions 

Manual 4-speed (2 L) 
Manual 5-speed (2.6 L) 
Torqueflite 

Horsepower 

SAE Std. J-270 

122 in.3 . 93 ^,,5200 rpm 

(69 kW 5200 rpm) 
156 in.3 . 105 '« 5000 rpm 
(78 kW 5000 rpm) 

Makers scale drawing of the Dodge 

D50 sub-compact lightweight. 

Engines 

122 in.3 (2 L) 4-cyl. 

156 in.3 (2.6 1) 

4-cyl. Silent Shaft 

Torque - Ib-ff 

122 in.3 . 108 '»/ 3000 rpm 

(146 N.m ''i3000 rpm) 
156 in.3 . 139 2500 rpm 

(188 N.m ''/2500 rpm) 
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A 'tricked-up' version of the Dodge W100 Power Wagon utility, complete with 
custom wheels and fancy paint-job. Despite its modern appearance this 
vehicle is a direct derivative of the wartime Dodge weapons carrier (Chrysler 

Truck and RV). 



GMC's tough Jimmy 4-w-d utility was launched in europe at the 1978 
Birmingham Motor Show and is a top seller in the American market 

(Vauxhall Motors 



GMC's good looking Caballero pick-up combines big car comfort with the 
carrying capability of a lightweight truck (GMC Truck and Coach). 


accommodate a reasonable quantity 
of luggage or camping equipment. At 
their simplest, these comprise swivel 
highback seats, and special paint and 
trim ‘add-ons’, but moving up market 
there are ready-made RVs like GMC’s 
Rally Wagon. This Vandura variant 
offers either one or two 3-passenger 
bench seats for the SWB models, and 
these plus a 4-passenger seat on the 
125ins WB model. Interior trim in the 
highline STX version is in either blue, 
camel, tan, carmine or myrtle green, 
and there are high-back bucket seats 
for the driver and front passenger. 

There are several kits available to 
would-be van modellers, all of which 
offer scope for conversion. Some 
considerable care is needed in cutting 
windows in the side of panel vans - use 
the accompanying illustrations as a 
guide - but do not feel too bound by 
dimensions as there are scores of 
coachbuilders offering their own 
conversions. The addition of such 
refinements as colour-keyed carpeting, 
headining, and highback seats too is 
largely a matter of individual choice 
within the generally available range 
of colours. 

The highly customised ‘street van’ 
will of course require little 
introduction to auto-trend followers, 
and there are a couple of reasonable 
lists of such vehicles in the shops, but 
the more ambitious modeller might 
try his hand at converting a van to a 
camper or motor caravan. GMC 
market a handful of distinctive 
recreational variants of the Vandura 
vans, and there is no shortage of 
conversions, but the range also 
includes a Rally Camper chassis with 
a standard 5.7 litre engine and 
10,5001bs GVW rating, and a front 
section with four optional wheelbases 
of up to 178ins. This front section is 
supplied with automatic transmission 
and being rated at up to 14,5(K)lbs 
gross is able to accept coachbuilt 
bodies of up to twenty feet in length. 
Dodge - the industry’s leading motor 
home chassis supplier - have an even 
more comprehensive range including 
front sections of up to 208ins WB with 
gross weights of around 16,0001bs 
and designed to accept bodies of 36ft 
overall length. 

The interest in leisure and sport 
‘fourwheeling’ is reflected in the 
selection of 4-w-d utilities now on the 
market - despite their being the fuel- 
consuming luxury types that have 
been hardest hit by recent shortages. 
GMC have their Jimmy and the more 
domesticated Surburban, whilst 
Chrysler have identified a demand for 
what they described in the days when 
fuel supplies were more abundent as 
‘adult toys’ - heavily customised 
sportutilities - and have accordingly 
produced ‘Macho’ packages for their 
well-established Ramcharger series, 
and a fat tyre, highline interior 
Warlock conversion for conventional 
pick-ups. Blacks, metallic dark 
greens and reds are the dominant 
colours for such vehicles, but 
modellers who want something very 
different could try their hand at 
converting the ERTL Scout to one of 
the stripped down ‘desert racers’ that 
have performed so well in off- 
highway competition. 
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Monogram Jeep CJ 

One kit which seems assured of a 
good reception in Monogram’s 
excellent 1:25 scale Jeep C J. The 
full sized CJ 6/7 and Renegade 
models come with a wide 
selection of optional equipment, 
and the following tables may be of 
assistance to modellers wishing 
to add extra detail to the basic 
model. There is a very good 
recent ‘snap together’ kit of a 
Jeep ‘Golden Eagle’ by Revell in 
1:25 scale which can be simularly 
customised. 


Jeep Basic Colour Range. 

Mocha Brown. Sand Tan. Metallic 
Dark Green. Tawny Orange. 
Firecracker Red. Sunshine Yellow. 
Metallic Grey. Brilliant Blue. Metallic 
Midnight Blue. White. Black. 

Optional Equipment. 

Convenience Items include Tinted 
Glass, Dual Homs, Centre Console, 
Outside Passenger Mirror, Roof 
Rack, Seatbelts. 

Body/Cab Items include ‘Levis’ Soft 
Top, Floor Mats, Draw Bar, Pintle 
Hook, ‘Levis’ Bucket Seats, 
Longtitudinal Rear Seat. 
Miscellaneous Items include Dual 
Sun Visors, Blue or Gold Hood 
(Bonnet) stripe. White Lettered Tyres 
(GOODYEAR TRACKER A/T), 
Hardtop in Black or White, Rollbar. 




The six wheeled 'Golden Eagle' being shown off at the Game Fair last year on the jeep 
display; "six Wheeling" is for the professionals when it comes to the real thing. 
Not so in model form though, even if it does mean using 2 kits; the end result 
would be a splendid addition to any collection. (Ralph Laughton). 


ERNEST BERWICK ( 


MODELS 

TOYS 

LEISURE 


ZTS PLASTYK 
1/72 Aircraft 

LWS Czapla £1.20 

YAK 1/1M E1J0 

CONVERSION/BUILDING 

AIDS 

White Polystyrene Card 
.125 mm 13p .75 mm 36p 

.25 mm 18p 1 mm 45p 

.375 mm 24p 1.5 mm 60p 

.5 mm 27p 2 mm 78p 


Assorted Pol. Rod 
Assorted Pol. Strip 


pack 55p 
pack 65p 


MEK PAK Lig. Cement 60p 

Badger Airbrush Cleaner 95p 

Humbrol Maskoi 78p 

Humbrol Model Filler 61p 

Squadron Green Stuff £1.00 
Micro Gloss, Flat, Sol, Set 
Metal Adhesive e^K;h 70p 
Milliput Putty 88p 

Five Minute Epoxy 95p 

UK Customers please ADD 
15% VAT to all prices 

Postal Charges (UK) 

Orders up to £1 35p 

Over £1 up to £2 50p 

Over £2 up to £3 : 60p 

Over £3 up to £4 70p 

Over £4 up to £5 80p 

Over £5 up to £6 90p 

Over £6 up to £10 £1.00 

Over £10 up to £16 £1.30 

Over £16 POST FREE 
Goods are offered at prices ruling 
on date of despatch and subject 
to availability. Regret we cannot 
answer general enquiries unless 
accompanied by stamped enve- 
lope. 

OVERSEAS: Please add 33Vi% 
(Minimum £1.10) to cover Surface 
Mail or send 2 Postal Reply 
Coupons for Proforma Invoice. 
Payment by Access or Barclay- 
card Welcome. 


ESCI 

1/72 AFVs 


Pzkpfw 111 Ausf M 
Sdkfz 251/1 
Pzkpfw 11 Ausf 
105 mm WESPE 
Sturmeschutz 3G 
Elefant 

3 Ton Opel Blitz 
Jagdpanther 
Marder 3 
Hetzer 38t 
Jagdpanzer 4 
150 mm Hummel 
3 Ton Sdkfz 11 
US Marines 
Red Guards 
Afrika Korps 
Eighth Army 
PAK 35/36-40 Flak 38 
Pzkpfw 3N 
Sdkfz 251/1 R/L 
Pzkpfw 4H 
Pzkpfw 1 B 
35t Skoda 
Sdkfz 250/3 
M4A1 Sherman 
155 mm M12 
75 mm FA 75/18 
T34/76 — 1942 
G. Soldiers Sm./Unit 
Red Devils 
O. Blitz Ambulance 
Matilda 2 

US % Ton Weapon Carr. 
Sdkfz 265 

Br. Gun Tractor Quad 
Mk 4 Churchill 3 
25 pdr Mk 1 Bishop 
Br. 25 pdr F/Gun 
S.P. PAK L/43 
T34/76 — 1943 
Sdkfz 250/9 
Churchill AMCR 
Valentine Mk 3 
Sdkfz 250/10 
Valentine Mk 3 
Flampanzer 3 
Field Camp Equip. 


NITTO 
1/76 AFVs 

Jagdpanther £1.05 

105 mm Gun £1.05 

Sdkfz 250/10 £1.05 

Panzer 111 £1.05 

Panther G 75p 

Kubelwagen 75p 

Schwimwagen 75p 

House and Lookout £1.05 

Field Accessories £1.05 

Bridge and Checkpoint ... £1.05 

Willy s Jeep £1.05 

M4A1 Sherman £1.05 

M7B1 105 mm Gun £1.05 

Pzkpfw 1 £1.05 

Pzkpfw 2 £1.05 

Panzer IV Ausf J £1.05 

EIDIA 

1/76 AFVs 65p each 

Kubelwagen 
Pzkpfw IV 
8 Ton Halftrack 
88 mm Anti-Tank Gun 
Sturmgeschutz IV 
Pzkpfw IV/37 mm AA 
Schwimmwagen KFZ 70 
Protzkraftwagen KFZ 69 


) LIMITED 


FUJIMI 
1/76 AFVs 

KVIA 

Hetzer 

Matilda 

Sdkfz 251/1/10 

Sdkfz 222 

Elefant 

Chi Ha 97 

Chi Ha Advanced 

Pzkpfw 1 and Valentine . 

T34/76A 

German 88 mm Gun . . . 

G. Inf. Gasmasks 

British Infantry 

Secret Strong Point 

Guerilla Operations . . . . 

Command Unit 

Z' Order 

Swastika Division 


NOVO 

1/72 Aircraft 

Thunderbolt 26p 

Bleriot 26p 

Comet Racer 26p 

M. Saulnier 406 26p 

Percival Proctor 26p 

Gipsy Moth 26p 

Kittyhawk 28p 

Blackburn Skua 35p 

Lysander 35p 

Spirit of St Louis 44p 

Vampire FB5 44p 

A Oxford 44p 

Hunter Mk 1 44p 

Sup. Attacker 44p 

H. Seahawk 44p 

Fairey Delta 2 44p 

Hotspur Glider 44p 

Miles Master 44p 

Javelin 88p 

Corsair 4 44p 

Vickers Vimy 67p 

Southern Cross 67p 

Tupolev SB2 67p 

Baltimore 88p 

Harrier 88p 

Swordfish Mk 1 88p 

REVELL 
1/72 Aircraft 

He 162 86p 

Fw 152 86p 

Nakajima Rufe 86p 

Me 110G ., £1.13 

Me 410 £1.13 

AR 234 Blitz £1.44 

Heinkel He 115 £1.44 

Dornier 17 Z-2 £1.44 

FROG 

1/72 Aircraft 

Hunter FGA9 80p 

Lysander 111 80p 

Lynx MR H/C 80p 

Tempest Mk 5 70p 

Wildcat 70p 

Thunderbolt P47D 70p 

Lightning P38J 70p 

Hurricane 11C 70p 

Macchi 202 70p 


Dept. AFM, 11a NEWLAND STREET, KETTERING, NORTHANTS NN16 


HELLER 
1/72 Aircraft 

83p each 

Storch Fi 156C3 
Bucker BU 133 
Me bf109K 
Me bf109G 
Me 108B 
Me 109F 
Me 262B 
Me 109E 
Fw 190F 
Me 109B 
Me 163 Komet 
Arado 96 
Alfa Jet 
SAAB J29 
Zero A6M5 
Curtiss P40E 
Thunderbolt P47N 
Mustang P51D 
Hurricane Mk 11C 
Gloster Gladiator 
Airacobra P39Q/N 
Hellcat F6F 
Tempest Mk 5 
Corsair F4U 1 
Thunderjet F84G 
Spitfire Mk 1 
Spitfire Mk VB 
Spitfire Mk XVI E 
Heinkel Hell 2 
Sabre NA F86F 
Arado AR196A 
NID 622 

Dewoitine D510 
FI 103/ BA 349A 
PZL P23 A/B Karas 
T6G Texan 
Curtiss H75 A3 
MS 230 
PZL PI 1C 
Mistral 

SBC 4 Helldiver 

Crusader £2.70 

Mirage FI £2.70 

FI 04 Starfighter £2.70 

StukaJu87B1 £1.92 

Nord 2501 Noratlas £3.28 

Stamped envelope for full list 

8JH Telephone 85998 
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i Rothmans 
tyle 


Up in 
Smoke 


Heather Rawlings 

goes airborne in the 
Rothmans Pitts 
Specials as they start 
their summer season 
of air displays. 


Earlier this year, I was among a small group from the 
aviation press who were given the opportunity of 
spending a day with the Rothmans Aerobatic Team. 
This was to include a flight in a Partenavia P68B in 
order to take photographs of the Rothmans Team in 
formation, followed by an actual flight in a Rothmans 
Pitts. When such an offer comes your way, you don’t 
decline it, despite any reservations you may have 
about ‘doing whirly things in the sky’. 

It must be made clear at this stage that the aim of 
this article is to provide its reader with a little 
background information about the Rothmans 
Aerobatic Team. But because flying with the team 
was such an exhilarating experience, it cannot really 
go unmentioned here. 

The Pitts allotted to me was G-BADW, and its pilot 
was Brian Lecomber. Having chatted merrily together 
over an agreeable lunch, I felt that I was in good 
hands - Brian having promised that if the flying 
became too rough for me and I wanted to ‘chicken- 
out’, I had only to give the thumbs-down and we 
would return to base pronto. Likewise, if I was happy 
with the way things went, I was to give the thumbs-up. 
Incidentally, this ‘thumbs’ business was the only form 
of communication available between pilot and 
passenger, the passenger being positioned in the front 
cockpit and having the pilot out of sight (but not out 
of mind) behind. 

When giving an aerobatic display, the Pitts appears 
to all intents and purposes to be a single-seater. This 
is because the front cockpit is closed up with a tight 
htting fairing. On this occasion, the front cockpits 
were opened and we sensation-seekers were allowed 
in them. We were tightly strapped in our seats and 
when the preliminary checks were over, our pilots 
also strapped themselves in and started up the 200 hp 
Lycoming engines. At this point, what with the 



Top: Starting the break - the monnent when real action 
begins is seen from the accompanying Partenavia aircraft. 


Above: Smoking Rothmans. The entire team make smoke 
as they start their aerobatic sequence. 

Below: The aerobatic team during a break. (Photos: 
Heather Rawlings). 
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Top: The only way to travel - airborne Heather Rawlings 
in the front cockpit (Photo: Peter Gilchrist). 

Above: Marcus Edwards (team leader and Nol pilot) in his 
Pitts S2A, G-BDKS, (Photo: Heather Rawlings). 
Below: No smoking zone - the Rothmans Aerobatic Team 
formate for the photographers in the accompanying 
Partenavia (Photo: Heather Rawlings). 



buzzing growl of the engine and whatnot the 
adrenalin in the system started doing its stuff and 
pushing its way around the not-so-tired frame with 
gusto, paying particular attention to the area around 
and including the heart! 

Because of the Pitts’ design, owning a small tail 
wheel, the pilot cannot see ahead of him when the 
aircraft is on the ground, nor for that matter can the 
passenger. To overcome the obvious difficulties that 
this entails, the pilot progresses to the runway by 
means of a series of sideways weaves. This duly 
completed, Brian, being the box man of the team and 
flying behind the others, waited until the other three 
Pitts’ had raced down the runway before opening the 
throttle of G-BADW and following suit. 

We were up, and the team quickly pulled tightly 
together into a box formation. I and my fellow front- 
cockpitters exchanged waves and, though please don’t 
repeat this, were even seen to pull one or two faces at 
one another - quite a camaraderie having formed 
between the four of us. 

After this spell of formation flying alongside the 
Partenavia, which had photographers on board busily 
‘clicking’ in our direction, the team split and we all 
went our separate ways. This was when the fun and 
games began. Brian took G-BADW (which he 
affectionately called ‘Bad Whisky’) through a Barrel 
Roll, and having received the thumbs-up from me 
proceeded to do a series of aerobatic manoeuvers 
varying from Loops and Stall Turns to Cuban 8s and 
Hesitation Rolls. I would like to add at this juncture, 
that not once did Brian receive a thumbs-down from 
the front cockpit whilst I was its occupant, though I 
must confess that at one point during the proceedings, 
whilst inverted as it happens, I did think that perhaps 
it has been a little unwise of me to have consumed as 
much lunch as I had. 


August 1980 


627 






1 



After these ‘whirlies in the sky’, we landed and, 
judging by the irrepressible grins on the faces of the 
other three passengers of this sortie, they had enjoyed 
their flight as much as I had enjoyed mine. 

The Pitts S2A 

The Pitts is an American produced biplane of 
remarkably small size and weight. The wing span is 
only 20 feet and its overall length is approximately 19 
feet. It is constructed of wood, welded steel and fabric 
- which accounts for its lightness. It weighs about half 
the weight of an average car. 

The Pitts was introduced in 1966, which was a time 
when the accepted construction for an aerobatic plane 
was a sleek, all-metal monoplane. This dumpy 
biplane, resembling a pre-World War 2 ‘Biggies’ type 
of machine, was received with a considerable amount 
of scepticism. However, as is now evident, the Pitts 
proved its capabilities and soon became a favourite 
among aerobatic pilots. 

The Pitts S2A has two open cockpits, although 
most of the time the Rothmans Aerobatic Team keep 
their front cockpits closed over, thereby giving it the 
appearance of being a single-seater. It is only when 
they have to carry people such as myself that the 
team open the front cockpit. When necessary, the 
Rothmans Pitts’ are fitted with an additional long 
range fuel tank which they put in the front cockpit. 
These additional tanks enable the aircraft to fly for 
350 miles without refuelling. Without them they are 
limited to a 200 mile range. 

The Pitts is powered by a 200 hp Lycoming engine, 
and has an inverted fuel and oil system and a Hartzell 
constant speed propellor. It has a top speed in level 
flight of 157 mph, and a maximum diving speed of 
203 mph, a cruise speed of 135 mph and a climbing 
rate of nearly 1,900 feet per minute. 

The Team Pilots 

Marcus Edwards (Team Leader) joined the Rothmans 
Aerobatic Team in 1978 as No 2 pilot and took over 
as the Team Leader in 1979. He flew Jet Provosts, 
Vampires and Sea Vixens while in the Royal Navy 
and then was seconded to the RAF as a flying 
instructor, during which time he flew with the Red 
Pelicans Aerobatic Team, which had Jet Provosts. 
After that, he became a flying instructor with the 
Royal Jordanian Air Force. 

Rod Rea (No 2), an ex-RAF man, flew Jet Provosts, 
Vulcans and Canberras while serving with the RAF 
and then 1-1 Is for Dan Air. As well as this, he has 
won sought-after awards for gliding. 


John McLean (No 3) is the newest member of the 
Rothmans Aerobatic Team. He is also an ex-RAF man 
and has flown Vulcans, Shackletons and Nimrods. 
When he was posted to the University of London Air 
Squadron he specialised in aerobatic and formation 
flying which meant that when he left the RAF earlier 
this year, he could walk straight into the position of 
Pilot No 3 with Rothmans. 

Brian Lecomber (No 4) is the only member of the 
team who is not from any of the forces. In his time he 
has been a motor racing mechanic, a builder, a 
forester, a journalist, a flying instructor, a sailor and 
has written novels about flying. He was also a stunt 
man for a while, doing, to my ind singularly daft 
stunts such as jumping off the wing of a low, slow 
flying Tiger Moth, minus parachute but with a crash 



Above, Top: The Rothmans Aerobatic Team, from left to 
right, Marcus Edwards, Brian Lecomber, John McLean, j 
Rod Rea (Photo: Courtesy Rothmans). 

Above: A close-up view of the Rothmans Pitts (Photo: | 

Heather Rawlings). 

Below: The Rothmans team in action with the unusual | 

addition of passengers in the front cockpits (Photo: 

Peter Gilchrist). i 

helmet, aiming to hit the grass in a high-speed 
version of a paratrooper’s roll. Actually, the second 
time he did this particular stunt he ended up in 
hospital with a broken collar bone and concussion. ; 

There must be a moral or two in this story - ‘Look 
before you leap’ is one that springs instantly to mind. I 
He obtained his Private Pilots Licence in 1969 and 
since has instructed at flying clubs and flown World 
War 1 fighters at air diaplays. It was in 1978 that he | 
joined the Rothmans Aerobatic Team. j 

The Team’s History j 

The Rothmans Aerobatic Team has been going for ten 
year. In 1970, Michael Kelly retired after 19 years in | 

continued on page 633 




Aigles et Shakos du Premier Empire, 
by Christian Blondieau. Argout Editions, 
138 rue Montmartre, 73002 Paris, France. 
Can you read French? If so, read on... 
This book is published by a French 
company and, surprisingly enough, is 
written in French. Uniformes, the well- 
known French magazine, has now 
produced a book on the Eagles and 
bhakosplatesof the 1st Empire. For the first 
time, as far as we know, nearly 150 
photographs of authentic shakos plates 
are to be found in a single volume 
classified both chronologically and by 
branch and service. Complementary 
illustrations in the volume include 
complete Shakos, czapkas as well as 
some contemporary engravings by 
Martinet. The book also includes 8 full 
colour pages. The text give a clear (that 
is if the reader understands French) 
account of the French Imperial Army 
from 1806-1814. All regiments and 
bodies of troops that have existed are 
mentioned with details of strength, 
organisation, etc. The book is 
completed by a series of tables indicating 
which regiments of the French Army 
were in every major battle or campaign 
during the period. 

So, if you are aquainted with the 
French lingo, allez and buy yourself a 
copy. If you’re not too hot at French, 
then there is still a lot of information to 
be obtained from the photographs and 
pictures alone. 


The Sherman Tank in British Service 
1942-45, by John Sandars. Osprey 
Publications, 12-14 Long Acre, London 
WC2E 9LP. £2.93. 

The most widely-used of all Allied tanks 
in World War 2, the Sherman remains a 
subject of perennial interest to all 
students of armoured warfare. Built 
around interviews with surviving 
Sherman crew veterans, this book 
provides a unique record of what it was 
actually like to live and fight in 
Shermans, front line photographs eye- 
witness sketches and full colour 
pictures (as well as black and white 
photographs). It contains many 
previously unpublished examples of 
colour schemes and markings, and 
fascinating interior cutaway views for 
crew and stowage positions. John 
Sandars died during the final stages of 
the preparation of this book; this book 
is a fitting memory of his work. 


Battleships of the World 1905-1970, 
by Siegfried Breyer. Conway Maritime Press 
Ltd, 2 Nelson Road, Greenwich, London 
WE10 9JB. UK £23.00. 

Siegfried Breyer is one of Germany’s 
best-known authorities on warship 
design in general, and capital ships in 
particular. That he is an expert on the 
subject is obvious after a perusal of this 
book. Battleships of the World is a 
complete photographic dossier covering 
every capital ship - both battleship and 
battle cruiser - built since the epoch- 
making Dreadnought of 1905. It is based 
on photographs selected from the 
enormous archives of the Library of 
Contemporary History at Stuttgart, 
and documents all aspects of the 
warships it depics, including building, 
launch,close-up, portrait and action 
shots. A number of significant battle- 
charts and ship plans have also been 
included. Many of the photographs in 
the book will naturally be unfamiliar to 
the English-speaking world, and the 
book’s large format allows the best and 
most dramatic use of the illustrations. 

£ 25.00 is a lot of money, but Battle- 
ships of the World is a lot of book - and it 
will certainly enthrall all historians, 
enthusiasts, modellers and general 
readers alike. 


An Illustrated Guide to Modern 
Tanks, An Illustrated Guide to 
Modern Fighters and Attack Aircraft, 
and An Illustrated Guide to Modern 
Warships. Salamander Books Ltd, 27 Old 
Gloucester Street, London WClN 3AF. 
£2. 93 each. 

These three books begin a new series. 
Each book contains 160 pages, 
crammed full of all colour photos and 
an average text of 40,000 words. The 
books really are ‘beautiful’ in that they 
are an ideal size for the hand, they have 
a glossy finish throughout and the 
information that they contain is as near 
difinitive as possible. They are, in fact, 
three of the best books seen for a long 
while and we hope that Ray Bonds and 
his team at Salamander continue to 
produce such high standard books at 
such highly competitive prices. Truly 
excellent books. 


Pictorial History of the RAF, Volume 
One 1918-1939^»<J^ Volume Two 1939- 
1945 , by John W.R. Taylor and Chaz Bowyer 
(Volume One) and John Taylor and Philip 
J.R.Moyes (Volume Two). Ian Allen Ltd, 
Terminal Mouse, Shepperton, Middlesex, 
TW17 8AS. UK £6.93 each. 

Originally published to mark the 50th 
anniversary of the formation of the 
Royal Air Force, on 1 April 1918, this 
three-volume work has again been 
published, but now in a different 
format and with different photographs. 

W e have the first two volumes of the 
three and find both fascinating. There 
are over 450 photographs between the 
two which suould prove helpful to 
modellers, but it must be pointed out 
that these books were published as a 
tribute to the RAF, telling of the 
tremendous contribution that the RAF 
made to both World Wars and after, 
andf as such the text is not for the 
modeller although it is of great general 
interest. 


All the Blue Bonnets, by Robert 
Woollacombe, Arms and Armour Press, 2 -6 
Hampstead High Street, London NWS. £9.93. 
Released earlier in May, this new 
history of the King’s Own Scottish 
Borderers will be of particular interest 
to those who served with the Regiment 
and to those who are interested in 
Scottish regiments in general. The 
greatest disappointment with the book 
is the ultra brief way in which the 
regiment’s involvement with the two 
world wars is dealt with, on the basis 
that this is already sufficiently well 
covered by other regimental histories. 
Mr Woollacambe’s style is fairly easy to 
read and the section of the book that 
deals with the founding years and the 
regiment’s part in the colonial period in 
the Sudan and India are both well 
written. The remainder of the book is 
not as good, and as is the case in so 
many regimental histories, the actions 
of individual regiments are not well 
portrayed in the light of the overall 
historical backcloth. This is particularly 
so in connection with the Far East in 
the 50s and 60s. Perhaps one of the 
most interesting pieces of information 
for the modeller is the description of 
men of the KOSBs bedecked with roses 
in the camouflage netting of their 
helmets in Normandy, 1944, going into 
action on the anniversary of the Battle 
of Minden - this would make an unusual 
and interesting mini-diorama. 


Panzerkampfwagen III, by Brian Perrett. 
Osprey Publications, 12 - 14 Long Acre, 
London WC2E 9LP. £2.93. 

The workhorse of the Panzer Division 
throughout the war, was produced in 
huge numbers. The highly detailed text 
is based on original German 
documentation and British intelligence 
evaluation of captured tanks, illustrated 
with a selection of photographs 
including clear views of all main interior 
stations. Mike Chappell’s colour 
paintings of the interior details are 
some of the finest of their kind ever 
published; and an artist new to this 
series, David E. Smith, imparts a lifelike 
‘feel’ in his studies of colour schemes 
and markings. Very helpful for the 
military modeller. 


Wrecks and Relics, by Ken Ellis. Mersey- 
side Society, Room 14, Hanger No 2, 
Liverpool Airport, Liverpool, L24 8QE. 
£3. 93 plus 30p p+p. 

Now firmly established as a biennial 
publication, this book does all the hard 
work for the air enthusiast by compiling 
data on locations and origins of aircraft 
remains the length of Britain. Done 
county by county it is a mine of 
information and you may well find 
interesting aircraft remains almost on 
our door step when you check this 
00 k - iust as we did. 

Further afield there is a big hunk of a 
Halifax bomber on the Isle of Lewis and 
this book records it and illustrates it. So 
it goes on, with alot of very interesting 
machinery included, whether it be 
intact or in pieces. Keep it in the car if 
you go touring as you are bound to find 
relics you didn’t know existed. 
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Revell: Jeep Golden Hawk, 1:25 scale, 
UK £2.99. 

Revell continue with a quite prolific 
output of snap- together kits of road 
vehicles, and this fine Jeep replica is 
definitely the best yet, perhaps because 
of the character of the subiect. Don’ t be 
put off by the ‘junior’ implication of the 
‘no-cement, just snap- together’ mode 
of assembly. This is an excellent scale 
model in its own right and the snap- 
together construction is, if anything, an 
asset since you can get quite a complex 
model made and painted in a single 
evening. All parts are pre-coloured, but 
it helps to paint in a few details. Y es, the 
snap- together feature works well, but if 
you want a really permanent model, 
cement the joins as well as bits do tend 
to fall off otherwise. One really nice 
feature of the model is the body, 
moulded in a metallic golden brown 
which matches a familiar colour option 
of the real vehicle. The Jeep Golden 
Hawk is the commercial version of the 
military Jeep, and if you were looking 
for a big scale US Army Jeep, this one 
would obviously convert. The kit 
comes in cross-country trim, however 
complete with roll-over cage and a 
front winch. The hood opens to reveal a 
nicely detailed engine. This is a kit we 
both liked and commend. C.E. 

Revell: Big 6 Wheeler 1:25 scale, UK 
£2.99. 

Released with the Jeep is a contrasting 
snap- together subject, a customised 
pick-up loaded with options. Revell 
don’t specify the basic vehicle but we 
believe it to be the current version of 
the largest Chevy pick-up. As supplied 
by Revell, it has extras in the form of 
heavy duty axles and wide tyres, twin 
rear wheels, a sleeper or personnel cab, 
heavy duty fenders, a Cadillac style 
front grille, turbo 350 diesel motor, 
chromed side exhausts and much else, 
with bright stripes and red body it 
makes up into a typical recreational 
version of a commercial pick-up, once a 
‘custom’ fan has got hold of it - very 



colourful though nothing like as 
appealing as the Jeep. This a a model 
where cement is definitely needed to 

a the cab parting company from the 
/. On our sample they constantly 
sprang apart until we cemented them. 
All in all, a very neat, clean model, even 
though we found the Jeep the most 
enjoyable of the two. C.E. 

Heller. Curtiss Helldiver/Cleveland, 
1:72 scale, UK 95 p. 

At a time when adventurous model 
subjects are none too common, here’s 
something to cheer up the jaded model 
aircraft collector. If you work in 1:72 
scale, with a liking for inter-war 
biplanes (or World War 2 types) then 
you won’t want to miss out on this 
lovely kit. We must owe its appearance 
from Heller to the fact that the US 
Navy supplied 59 SBC-4 Helldivers to 
France on the outbreak of war in 1939- 
40 and these were then handed to the 
RAF when France fell in 1940. So 
Heller produce the kit complete with 
both French and RAF markings. In the 
now accepted tradition, all the parts 
click faultlessly together, surface detail 
is quietly refined and all the internal 
cocKpit detail in packed in. There are 
no problems with the biplane con- 
figuration. The centre struts, often a 
difficult feature, are moulded as an 
integral part of the engine cowl, all at 
the correct angle, and once this is in 
place the top wing is held precisely in 
position. From the drawings and 
references we have, this appears to be a 
very accurate model and Heller are to 
be commended for sucj a worthwhile 
addition to the 1:72 scale Usts. C.E. 


build, the construction being very basic 
and the fit of the parts excellent. The 
instruction sheets were of the new 
Heller pictorial type with symbols for 
what to do, and no words. There was no 
order given for assembly: we just had to 
look at the pictures and put things in 
the right place - which required only a 
little common sense. The moulded 
detail is of high quality with only 
minimal cleaning to be done. There is 
one strange detail component on the 
Peugeot, which is the fuel cap. In 1:43 
scale the fuel cap becomes very small 
indeed. The windows for both cars were 
fiddly and greatcare was needed to 
avoid the dreaded smudges of cement. 

The small scale of these cars makes 
them ideal for a street scene diorama of 
reasonable size, using others from the 
Heller range. If the other cars in this 
range are of an equally high standard as 
these two, then making such a diorama 
would indeed be a pleasurable 
experience. C.B.F. 

Heller. SNCASE Mistral, 1:72 scale, 
UK95p. 

More joy from Heller! Not content with 
the recent release of a Vampire with 
RAF and French markings, the 
company have done the obvious thing 
and brought out a slight variation to 
depict the French-built and designed 
derivative - a sort of ‘Super’ Vamp 
comprising the basic airframe with a 
Rolls-Royce Nene engine replacing the 
Goblin unit. This necessitated a fatter 
fuselage which in turn led to a longer, 
stronger, undergear. An ejector seat 
was fitted also, not found in the 
Vampire. Heller have featured all these 
changes in this delightful kit which 
goes together with the same ease as the 
Vampire. Heller even remind you to 
weight the nose before fuselage 
assembly. Decals and colour schemes 
are supplied for a silver machine of 6th 
EC in 1952, or an interesting overall 
black aircraft of Aeronavale, 57 
Squadron, which we will be using when 
our model is finished. C.E. 



Heller. Renault Alpine, 1:43 scale, 
UK £1.60. 

If you collect 1:43 scale die-casts, then 
this ever-growing Heller range is a nice 
help towards supplementing your 
collection even though they are plastic 
kits. The sharp moulding makes this 
particular sporty Renault a read stand- 
out, and rather neater probably than a 
die-cast equivalent. Construction is 
really very simple, basically iust chassis 
pan, interior, wheels, and body all as 
sub-assemblies. The interior needs 
painting but the body could be left in 
the pleasing orange shade as moulded - 
you are not likely to get so nice a finish 
with paint. French licence plates are 
supplied, and plated wheel hubs are 
supplied on a separate sprue. The tyres 
are noulded in orange and obviously 
need painting before assembly is 
started. In short, a very good little kit 
for the model car collector. C.E. 

Matchbox: HMS ‘Kelly’, 1:700 scale, 
UK 60p. 

The most surprising thing about this 
model is that it has taken all these years 
before a kit maker has actually 
reproduced it in miniature. HMS Kelfy 
was commanded by Lord Louis 


Heller. Renault 4ch and Peugeot 203, 
1:43 Scales, UK £l.60 each. 

Here are further new cars from Heller’s 
1:43 scale series. The Renault 4ch and 
the Peugeot 203. Both are of classic 
French saloon design of the early post- 
war period. 

Tnese two models were a joy to 
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HASEQAWA A/C KITS 

Lockheed T-33A 
Curtis SO C-3 Seagull 
N .A. F-86F Sabre 
Heinkel H£ 51 A-1 
F-5A Freedom Fighter 
T38A (F-5B) Talon 
S. Spitfire Mk I 
P-51D Mustang 
Ki-61 Hien (Tony) 

Ki-44 Shoki (To|0) 

FW 190A-5/7 
FW 1900-9 
ME BF 109E-4/7 
ME 109(3 

P-40E Kittyhawk lA 
P-40N Warhawk 
P-470 Razorback 
P-47D Bubbletop 
Cessna A-37A 
G-OV-10A Bronco 
Fuji T-IA Trainer 
T-38A (Thunderbirds) 
T-33A (Thunderbirds) 
Heinkel HE 51B-2 
C. Seagull l^atplanes 
Bell UH-ID Iroquois 
MiG 17E/D Fresco' 

A6M3 Mod. 32 Zero 
BAC Lightning 6 
T-34A Mentor 

L, F.-104G Starfighler 

G. 0V-1A Mohawk 

H. S. Harrier Mk I 
A4E/F Skyhawk 
Mitsubishi MLI-2J 
G.O. F-16A 
Type 94-1 'Alt' 

AJ-37 Viggen 
A-7A Corsair II 
R.F.IOSD Thunderchief 
F-100D Super Sabre 
F-15 Eagle 

RF 101c Voodoo 
P-38F/J/L Lightning 
MIG-23S Flogger B 
G F9F-2 Panther 
TA-4J Sl^hawk 
MIG-27 Flogger 0 
G P9F-8 Cougar 
KFIR C-2 
F-106 Delta Dart 
F-102A Delta Dagger 
Ki-27 A/B Nate 
Ki-51 Sonia 
Ki-15-1 Babs 
B5N2 Kate 
A6M2 Zero 
A6M5C Zero 
A6M3 model 22 Zero 

M. J2M3 Raiden 

K. N1K2J George 
RA-5C Vigilante 
G.A.6A Intruder 
S2F-1 (S2A Tracker 
F-4E Phantom 
F-8E Crusader 
MIG-25 Foxbat 
F-18 Hornet 
E-13A 'Jake' 

Mitsubishi MU-2S 
F-4E (Thunderbirds) 

E-13A 'Jake' with cafit 
G.F.-14A Tomcat 
Mitsubishi F-1 
Mitsubishi T2 

L. S.-3A Viking 

K. Ki-48 Lily 

R.F.-105B Thunderchief 
EA-68 Prowler 
B-17G Fortress 
B-17F Fortress 

L. P2V-7 Neptune 
G4M1 Betty and Baka 

M. G8N1 Rha 
L,P-3c Orion 
K.H8K2 Emily 
K.H6K5 MavB 
SP-5B Marlin 
B-47E Stratojet 
Shinmeiwa re-1 
BoeingP-12E 
Boeing F4B-4 
ME163 Komet 
Boeing P-26A 
Spitfire Vb 
Spitfire VI 
ME.Bf109E 
A6M5 Zero 
P-51D Mustang 
ME 262A 
F6F-3/5 Hellcat 
A-4 E/F Skyhawk 
Fi-156 Storch 
F-5E Tiger II 
G.D.F-16A 

F-18 Hornet 


NOVO A/C KITS 
D.H. 88 Comet 
Proctor IV 
M. Magister 

G. Whittle 
B. Skua 

S. Attacker 
A. Oxford 

H. Seahawk 
M. Master II 

G. A. Hotspgr 

H. Hunter Mk I 


1/72 90p 

1/72 90p 

1/72 90p 

1/72 90p 


1/72 90p 

1/72 90p 


1/72 90p 

1/72 90p 


1/72 90p 

1/72 90p 

1/72 90p 

1/72 90p 

1/72 90p 

1/72 E1.15 
1/72 £1.15 
1/72 £1.15 
1/72 £1.15 
1/72 £1.15 
1/72 £1.15 
1/72 £1.15 
1/72 £1.15 
1/72 £1.15 
1/72 £1.29 
1/72 £1.29 
1/72 £1.29 
1/72 £1.29 
1/72 £1.29 
1/72 £1.40 
1/72 £1.40 
1/72 £1.40 
1/72 £1.49 
1/72 £1.49 
1/72 £1.49 
1/72 £1.49 
1/72 £1.49 
1/72 £1.49 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.69 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.60 
1/72 £1.65 
1/72 £1.76 
1/72 £1.69 
1/72 £1.87 
1/72 £i25 
1/72 £2.40 
1/72 £2.40 
1/72 £2.40 
1/72 £2.40 
1/72 £2.40 
1/72 £2.66 
1/72 £2.66 
1/72 £2.66 
1/72 £2.75 
1/72 £2.95 
1/72 £2.95 
1/72 £3.67 
1/72 £3.73 
1/72 £4.10 
1/72 £4.95 
1/72 £6.35 
1/72 £6.35 
1/72 £6.78 
1/72 £7.05 
1/72 £7.05 
1/32 £2.45 
1/32 £2.45 
1/32 £2.45 
1/32 £2.45 
1/32 £3.45 
1/32 £3.45 
1/32 £3.45 
1/32 £3.45 
1/32 £3.45 
1/32 £3.95 
1/32 £3.95 
1/32 £5J0 
1/32 £5.30 
1/32 £4.95 
1/32 £8.47 
1/32 £6.95 


1/72 30p 

1/72 30p 

1/72 30p 

1/72 30p 

1/72 40p 

1/72 50p 
1/72 50p 

1/72 50p 

1/72 50p 

1/72 50p 
1/72 50p 




Overseas customers. Please send 
I.R.C. for pro-forma invoice. 

[ less VAT 

POSTAL SERVICE 
Postage and Packing UK rates 

Upto70p. 36p Upto£1.90. 50p 

Up to £3.00. 86p Up to £5.00. £1.15 
Up to £7.50, £1.42 Up to £10.00. £1.68 
Up to £15.00. £1.86 Up to £20.00. £2.00 
Over £20.00 POST FREE 
Please make cheques and P.O.'s pay- 
able to MOOELTOYS. 

S.A.E. with all enquirtei please. 


FORMAPLANE VACFi 

N. Norseman 
C. SC-1 Seahawk 
MIG-3 
I.A.R. 80 
IK-3 

Tairchild Argus 
Fieseler Fi-167 
Fairey Seatox 
C. Bobcat 
H. Henley T.T. Ill 
P. Turbo Porter 
BE2c 

MIL 24 (Hind) 

SAAB-17A 
Fairey Albacore 
Beriev MBR-2 
H.S. Nimrod 
H.S. Vulcan B2 
HP. Hastings 

MIKRO A/C KITS 

LWS Czapla 
Yak l/IM 

FROG A/C KITS 

G. Gladiator 
Wildcat Mk. IV 
Hurricane lie 
V. Vengeance Mk. II 
Swordfish Mk. I 
ME 262A 
Hunter FGA 9 

F. Barracuda Mk. II 
Junkers JU-87G 

G. Avenger II TBF I 
Mirage IIIE/O 
P-47D Bubbletop 
Beaufighter Mk. 21 
Westland Lynx 

M. Maryland 
BAC Jaguar A2/T2 
Buccaneer S.2A 

N. A. Mitchell II 

LS. A/C KITS 
Ki-15 I Babs 
Ki-15 II Babs 
C5M2 Babs 

Y.K5Y2 Willow F/Plane 
Y.K5Y1 Willow L/Plane 
M.Ki-46-ll Dinah 
M. Ki-46-lll Dinah 
M. Ki-46-ll KAI Op. Tr. 

M. Ki-46-lll KAI Int. Fr 
M. Civil 'Nell'/L3Y1 
M.G3M1 Nell' 

M.G3M3 Nell' 

Ki-€7 Torpedo Bomber 
Ki-109 Exp. Fighter 
Ki-67 'Peggy' Bomber 

REYHEX CONV KITS 

HH-3F Pelican 
R.N. Seaking 
Canberra T-11/19 
RF-4B/C Phantom 

ESCI A/C KITS 

F-18 Hornet 
Henschel HS. 123 
Henschel HS. 129 
Fiat G-91 PAN 
Fiat G-91 R-1/R-3 
Alpha Jet 

F-104G/S Starfighter 
Mirage F.1 
KFIR C-2 

F-1000 Super Sabre 
A-7D Corsair 
F-16 

F-104C Starfighter 
A4M/N Skyhawk 
F-1000 (Thunder's) 

Fi-156 Storch 
A4E/F Skyhawk 
MRCA Tornado 
Augusta Bell AB 205 
F-8 Crusader 
F/A-18A Hornet 
AJ-37 Viggen 
MIG-27 mgger D 
MIG-235 Flogger B 
Fairchild A-10 


VACFORM A/C 

1/72 £2.20 
1/72 £2.20 
1/72 £2.20 
1/72 £2.20 
1/72 £2.20 
1/72 £2.20 
1/72 £2.42 
1/72 £2.42 
1/72 £2.42 
1/72 £2.42 
1/72 £2.42 
1/72 £2.42 
1/72 £2.65 
1/72 £2.65 
1/72 £3.57 
1/72 £3.57 
1/72 £6.10 
1/72 £6.10 
1/72 £6.10 

S 

1/72 £1.30 
1/72 £1J0 

1/72 75p 

1/72 75p 

1/72 75p 

II 1/72 65p 

1/72 85p 

1/72 65p 

1/72 85p 

I 1/72 85p 

1/72 85p 

I 1/72 65p 

1/72 S5p 
1/72 85p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 £1.05 
1/72 £1.05 


1/72 90p 
1/72 90p 
1/72 90p 

1/72 90p 

1/72 90p 

1/72 £1.35 
1/72 £1.35 
1/72 £1.35 
1/72 £1.35 
1/72 £2.15 
1/72 £2.15 
1/72 £2.15 
1/72 £2.95 
1/72 £2.95 
1/72 £2.95 


1/72 45p 
1/72 45p 

1/72 65p 

1/72 70p 

1/72 £2.45 
1/48 £2.75 
1/48 £2.75 
1/48 £3.35 
1/48 £3.35 
1/48 £3.35 
1/48 £3.35 
1/48 £3.35 
1/48 £3.35 
1/48 £3.35 
1/48 £3.35 
1/48 £3.35 
1/48 £3.35 
1/48 £3.35 
1/48 £3J5 
1/48 £3.35 
1/48 £3.35 
1/48 £3.95 
1/48 £4.25 
1/48 £4.25 
1/48 £4.25 
1/48 £4.25 
1/48 £4.25 
1/48 £4.25 
1/48 £4.75 


MOOELDECAL DECALS 


1/72 SCALE 


RAREPLANES VACFORMS A/C 


P-51H Fuselage 
B.MB-3. C.P.1 Fuselages 
F-86H Fuselages 
YP-37 Fuselage 
Pfalz D-lll 
S. Snipe 

Thomas Morse S-4C 
Bell 206 Jetranger 
Stinson SentineT 
S. Spiteful 
Rep. P43A Lancer 
Ryan ST/PT Trainers 
Seversky P-35 
Curtiss-Wright Demon 
Breda BA-65 
Grumman F3F-1/2 
P.L.-4 Grasshopper 
Lockheed Vega 
Sb2U Vindicator 
Curtiss A-8 Shrike 

N. A. 17 Nomad 
B.P. 59 Airacomet 
SBC-3/4 Helldiver 
Curtiss A-12 Shrike 

O. 0. -43 Observations 
N.A. FJ-1 Fury 

S. Seafire F-47 
N.A. FJ-4 Fury 
G. Meteor 8/9 
XFM-1 Airacuda 
B.C. 45 Expeditor 
D.H. Rapide (Oomine) 
F7U-3 Cutlass 
Fokker G1 Reaper 
McDonnell XP-67 
Lockheed U-2 A/B/C 
L. Ventura 


1/72 75p 

1/72 75p 

1/72 75p 

1/72 75p 

1/72 £1.55 
1/72 £1.55 
1/72 £1.55 
1/72 £1.55 
1/72 £1.55 
1/72 £1.55 
1/72 £1.55 
1/72 £1.55 
1/72 £1.55 
1/72 £1.55 
1/72 £1.55 
1/72 £1.55 
1/72 £1.55 
1/72 £147 
1/72 £1.67 
1/72 £1.67 
1/72 £1.67 
1/72 £1.87 
1/72 £1.87 
1/72 £1.87 
1/72 £1.87 
1/72 £1.87 
1/72 £1.87 
1/72 £2.42 
1/72 £2.42 
1/72 £2.42 
1/72 £2.42 
1/72 £2.42 
1/72 £242 
1/72 £2.42 
1/72 £2.42 
1/72 £2.42 
1/72 £2.95 



Please send a SAE (foolscap) for full Modeldecal range details, or see previous advertisements. 

PRICES; Sets 1-18 75p each. Sets 21, 22 90p each. Sets 23-32 £1.00 each. Sets 33-36 55p each. 

Sets 37, 38 £1.05 each. Sets 39-42 90p each. Sets 43-46 £1.05 each. Sat 47 90p each. 

Set 48 65p each. Sets 49, 50 £1.05 each. Sets 51-53 85p each. Set 54 90p each. 

Set 55 £1.10 each. 

'MODELDECAL' style fully Illustrated instruction sheet, giving decal locations and full colour scheme details, is 
included with all Modeldecal decals (except sets No. 33-36. 39-42. 47. 48. 51 . 52. 53, 54 IncI) and a selection of photo- 
graphs is also included with most sets. 

Postage on all decals: UK Rates. Up to 2 sets 20p, 3 and over 25p. Please make cheques and P.O.'s 

Overseas (surface): Up to 3 sets 35p, up to 10 sets 65p, up to 20 sets £1.25 payable to MOOELTOYS. 

Additions to this range of superb decals will be announced in this advertisement as they become available. 


MATCHBOX A/C KITS 
P. Provost 

B. Buffalo 
A.W. Siskin IIIA 
D. Mirage lllc 
F4U-4 Corsair 
Fiat G-91Y 

V. Wellesley 
S. Walrus Mk. 1 

F. Swordfish 
ME.410 
JU-87G 

G. F9F-5 Panther 
F4K/M Phantom 
Canberra PR-9 
Domier Do-18 
EA-6B Prowler 
Heinkel HE115 
Lancaster B1 
Halifax l/ll/GRII 
S. Stranraer 

H P Heyford 

REVELL A/C KITS 
ME 262A-1A 
P-47D Razorback 
Ki-43-ll Oscar 

MONOGRAM A/C KITS 

Curtiss P6E bipe 
Curtiss Fllc-2 bipe 
Boeing F4B-4 bipe 
Curtiss P-36A 
G.F8F Bearcat 
P-51B Mustang 
AH-1G Huey Cobra 
F105B Thunderchief 
O.AI-E Skyraider 
Me BF IlOE 
G.F.-7F Tigercat 

G. D. F-16 
Dornier D017Z 
Fairchild A-10 

Me. D/D F-15A Eagle 
B-52D Stratofortress 
PS1 B Mustang 
P-51D Mustang 
P-47D Razorback 
F4U-4 Corsair 

H. Typhoon 1b 
AT-6 Texan 
T-390 Airacobra 
A-4E Skyhawk 
F-5E Tiger II 
P-38L Lightning 
F-80c Shooting Star 
F-100D Super Sabre 
A-IH Slwraider 
TBD-1 Ijevastator 
F104G Starfighter 

C. Sabre Mk 6 
A7A Corsair II 
Mosquito ll/IV 
Domier 335 
F-15A Eagle 
F-4c Phantom 
P-61 A Black Widow 
B-25H Mitchell 
B-26c Marauder 
C-47 Dakota 
B-24J Liberator 
B-17G Fortress 
B-29 Superfortress 


1/72 72p 

1/72 72p 

1/72 72p 

1/72 £1.25 
1/72 £1.25 
1/72 £1.25 
1/72 £1.25 
1/72 £1.25 
1/72 £1.25 
1/72 £1.99 
1/72 £1.99 
1/72 £1.99 
1/72 £1.99 
1/72 £1.99 
1/72 £3.45 
1/72 £3.45 
1/72 £3.45 
1/72 £3.45 


1/32 £3.75 
1/32 £4.95 
1/32 £4.95 


1/72 £1.00 
1/72 £1.00 
1/72 £1.00 
1/72 £1.00 
1/72 £1.00 
1/72 £1.00 
1/72 £1.00 
1/72 £1.45 
1/72 £1.45 
1/72 £1.45 
1/72 £145 
1/72 £1.75 
1/72 £2.15 
1/72 £2.85 
1/72 £2.85 
1/72 £10.95 
1/48 £1.45 
1/48 £1.45 
1/48 £2.15 
1/48 £2.15 
1/48 £2.15 
1/48 £2.15 
1/48 £2.15 
1/48 £2.65 
1/48 £2.65 
1/48 £2.65 
1/48 £2.65 
1/48 £2.65 
1/48 £2.65 
1/48 £2.65 
1/48 £2.65 
1/48 £2.65 
1/48 £2.65 
1/48 £2.65 
1/48 £2.65 
1/48 £4.25 
1/48 £4.25 
1/48 £4.95 
1/48 £4.95 
1/48 £4.95 
1/48 £8.95 
1/48 £8.95 
1/48 £8.95 
1/48 £10.95 


SUPERMODEL A/C KITS 
Macchi MC 202 1/72 95p 

Fiat G-S5 1/72 95p 

Fiat G-55S Silurante 1/72 95p 

S.M.81 Pipistrelk) 1/72 £2.75 

Cant Z1007 Single Fin 1/72 £2.75 

Cant Z1007 Twin Fin 1/72 £2.75 


FUJIMI A/C KITS 
Lynx AH Mk I 
Lynx HAS Mk 2 
AH-1S Huey Cobra 
AH-1J Sea Cobra 
A-IH Skyraider 
SH-2F Seasprite 
YSH-2E Seasprite 
ME. BfllOC 
ME.BfIlOD 
E.2c Hawkeye 
ME-BfIlOc 
Jet Ranger 
SA-341F Gazelle (BR) 
SA-341F Gazelle (FR) 
Mitsubishi F-1 


1/72 £1.95 
1/72 £1.95 
1/72 £1.95 
1/72 £1.95 
1/72 £2.35 
1/72 £2.35 
1/72 £2.35 
1/72 £2.75 
1/72 £2.75 
1/72 £3.65 
1/48 £4.50 
1/48 £2.35 
1/48 £2.35 
1/48 £2.35 
1/48 £4.95 


SOME OLDER BOOKS, ALL AT ORIGINAL PRICES 

Hylton Lacey Men and Machinea aertes 

Famous Maritime Squadrons of the RAF (22. 201 . 202. 204. 206) £3.25 

Famous Fighter Squadrons of the RAF (1, 23. 29, 54, 111) £2.50 

Aircraft Camouflage and Martdnga aerlea bookleta 

USAAF No. 13 B-17 ftrlress. No. 14 B-26 Marauder 35p each 

RAF N.W. European Theatre Noe. 7, Blenheim Fighters: 8, Defiant; 9, Beaufighter; 
10, Boston/Havoc: 11, Meteor/Whirtwind/Welkin; 12. Tomahawk/Mohawk/ Airacobra 

30p each 

AIRCAM AVIATION BOOKS £1.95 each 

9. Spad VII and XIII Scouts 31. Vought F-8 Crusader 

13. Nakajima Ki-43 Hayabusa l-lll 32. Kawasaki Ki-48 (Lily) 


9. Spad VII and XIII Scouts 
13. Nakajima Ki-43 Hayabusa l-lll 

16. Mitsubishi A6M Zero 

17. North American F-86A-L Sabre 

18. Nakajima Ki-27 Nate 

20. Canadair Sabre Mk l-IV 

21. Kawasaki Ki-61/Ki-100 Hein 
25. Nakajima Ki-44 Shoki I/ll 
29. Nakafima Ki-84A/B Hayate 


35. G3M 1/2/3 (Nell) 

40. ME.Bf.109F/G 

43. ME. Bf. 109 B. C. D. E. F, G 

S12. Aerobatic Teams 1950-70 Vol. 2 

518. FifN Fighters 1939-45 Vol. 2 

519. Luftwaffe Vol. 3 Colour Schemes 
and Markings 1935-45 (Winter) 


All books are offered subject to being unsold. 


ITALAEREI A/C KITS 

FW190D-9 
Henschel HS-126 
RF-84F Thunderflash 
Domier 21 7N 
Fiat BR-20/20M 
Waco CG4 Hadrian 
JU-52/3m (g5-g9) incl. fits 
Gotha Go 242/244 
N.A. B-25B Mitchell 
HE. 111Z Zwilling 
ME. 323 D-1 

VEB A/C KIT 

Tupolev TU-2 

HELLER A/C KITS 
Yak-3 

ME 262B-1a/U1 
FW-190A-8/F-3 
P-47N Thunderbolt 
Les Mureaux 117 
Morane MS225 
Morane MS 230 
Alpha Jet 
H. Hurricane lie 
Dewoitine D500/501 
Oewoitine 0510 
F. W. Stosser 
P.39 0/N Airacobra 
Fi-156C Storch 
F4U-1D Corsair 
ME Bf 1088 Talfun 
BU 133 Jungmeister 

F. 6F Hellcat 
ME Bf109 B/C 
ME Bf109E-3 
ME 109G 

ME 109K 
ME 163 Komet 
Arado AR96 
PZL P-llc 
H. Tempest Mk V 

G. Gladiator 

SAAB J-21 
SAAB J-29 
P-510 Mustang 
F-84G Thunderjet 
S. Spitfire Vb 
Spitfire XVIE 
N.A.T.-6G Texan 
Fieseler Fi 103 1 

Bachem BA 349A | 

Cauldron 635 Simoun 
PZL P-23WB Karas 
Heinkel HE 112 BO/BI 
N.A. F-86F Sabre 
Arado AR 196A 
Nieupoit Delage 622 
D.H Vampire FB.5 
SE-535 Mistral 
SBC-4 Helldiver 
F/TF-104G Starfighter 
Mirage FIC/FIB 
Mirage IIIE/R/5B 
Jaguar A/E 
F8E(FN) Crusader 
AJ37/SK37/SF37 Viggen 
J35F/RF35/TF35 Draken 
Mirage IVA 

D.H. Rapide (Dominie) 
N.2501 Noratlas 
JU-52/3m (g^9) 

Canadair CL-21S 
Mirage IIIC or B 


1/72 £1.00 
1/72 £1.35 
1/72 £1.75 
1/72 £2.00 
1/72 £2.75 
1/72 £2.75 
1/72 £2.75 
1/72 £2.75 
1/72 £2.75 
1/72 £4.10 
1/72 £7.90 


1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 
1/72 95p 

1/72 950 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 
1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 
1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95o 
1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 


1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 
1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 95p 

1/72 £2.85 
1/72 £2.65 
1/72 £2.85 
1/72 £2.85 
1/72 £3.10 
1/72 £3.10 
1/72 £3.10 
1/72 £3.45 
1/72 £3.45 
1/72 £3.45 
1/72 £3.95 
1/72 £4J0 
1/48 £3.75 


AIRFIX A/C KITS 

H.S. Gnat 
Bristol Fighter 
Cessna Bird Dog 
Fiat G.50 
Avro 504 K 
ME163B Komet 
FW190D-9 
Spitfire Mk 1A 
Bristol Bulldog 
Auster A0P6 
H. Hurricane Mk 1 
03A1 Val 
RE-8 

F-80c Shooting Star 
Fouga Magister 
Beagle Basset 
P-51B Mustang 
Spitfire Mk Vb 
FW190A 
W. Whirlwind 
B. Blenheim IV 
L. Hudson I 
Henschel HS.126 
F4D-1 ^ray 
Mosquito ll/VI/XVIll 
S. Mystere B.2 
Short Sl^n 
Domier i17J 
H.P. Hampden 
Ford Trimotor 
B-26 Marauder 
F-15A/B Eagle 
B-24J Liberator 
S. Stirling I/ll 
S. Sunderland III 
C-130 Hercules 
A. Lancaster B.lll 
ME.Bf109F 
Spitfire Vb 
H. Hurricane Mk 1 


1/72 60p 

1/72 60p 
1/72 60p 

1/72 60p 


1/72 60p 

1/72 60p 


1/72 80p 
1/72 80p 


1/72 80p 

1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 
1/72 BOp 
1/72 £1.20 
1/72 £1.20 
1/72 £1.20 
1/72 £1.20 
1/72 £1.20 
1/72 £1.65 
1/72 £1.65 
1/72 £1.65 
1/72 £1.65 
1/72 £1.65 
1/72 £2.15 
1/72 £2.15 
1/72 £2.60 
1/72 £2.60 
1/72 £4.50 
1/72 £3.60 
1/48 £1.65 
1/48 £1.65 
1/48 £1.65 


per*! APV IfITQ 

2. Sd. Kfz 251/1 Hanomag 1/72 75p 

3. PzKpfw II Ausf F 1/72 75p 

4. Wespe 1/72 75p 

10. Marder III 1/72 75p 

11. Hetzer 1/72 75p 

14. Pz.JG. VI Jagdtiger 1/72 75p 

15. Sd. Kfz II H. Track 1/72 75p 

21. PzKpfw III N 1/72 75p 


25. 35(t) Skoda 
27. Sd.Kfz 250/3 


1/72 75p 
1/72 75p 
1/72 75p 

1/72 75p 


27. Sd.Kfz 250/3 1/72 75p 

32. T-34/76 (1942 Mod.) 1/72 75p 
35. Opel Ambulance 1/72 75p 

39. US % Ton W. Car 1/72 75p 

40. M-6 37 mm G. Carriage 1/72 75p 

41. Sd.Kfz 265 Tank 1/72 75p 
43. Churchill Mk IV 1/72 75p 

46. PAK L/43 Pz. IB S.P.G. 1/72 75p 

47. T-34/76 (1943 Mod.) 1/72 75p 

48. Sd.Kfz 2M/9 H. Track 1/72 75p 

49. Churchill IV AMRCR 1/72 75p 

50. Valentine Mk. Ill 1/72 7Sp 

51 . Sd.Kfz 250/10 H. Track 1/72 75p 

52. Opel Blitz with Pak 38 1/72 75p 

53. Sd.Kfz 251/10 1/72 75p 

Horse Drawn Supply Wagon 1/35 £2.95 

Demag 07 H. Tracts 1/35 £3.45 

Sd. KfzIO with M-18 

Howitzer 1/35 £4.00, 

Sd. Kfz 10/4 20mm AA S.P. 

Gun 1/35 £4.00 


Modeltoys 

246 Kingston Road, Portsmouth, Hants. P02 7LR 

Telephone: Portsmouth (0705) 61469 


SHOP HOURS 

09.30- 12.30 

13.30- 17.30 
Mon.-Sat 

Closed Weds. 




Mountbatten in the 1939-41 period 
being sunk off Crete after a most 
distinguished record of war activity. In 
slightly fictionalised form the story of 
Kelly was told in Noel Coward’s great 
1943 film/w Which We Serve. Matchbox 
have done justice to the famous vessel 
with very tone moulding, free of flash 
and even including the minute wood 
grating on the bridge deck and the 
strengthened plating on the foc’sle. 
Kelly was a flotilla leader with lengthened 
deckhouse; Matchbox include an 
optional shorter deckhouse so that 
HMS Kipling or other ships of the 
flotilla can be made instead, a very nice 
refinement. 

If you collect 1:700 scale warship 
models, this one is a ‘ must’. C.E. 

Matchbox: HMS ‘Duke Of York’, 1:700 
scale, UK £1.70. 

Tamiya made a 1:700 scale ‘King 
George V’ class battleship kit a few 
years ago. The Matchbox model 
duplicates the subject but is a little 
cheaper and also a little simpler. If 
specifically depicts Duke of York in 1941 
and has details accordingly with no 
further options. However, all the class 
could be made from this basic kit by a 
little simple conversion work. Even 
Duke of York would need detail changes 
if you wished to depict her in the later 
war or post-war periods. The 9141 
camouflage scheme is shown on the 
box, appropriate for the ‘as-new’ 
condition modelled. For, say, 1945, 
you would need to omit the aircraft and 
catapult and extend the emergency 
conning position on the after funnel, 
aside from changing the colour 
scheme. The ‘Ensign’ book on the class 
would be a useful reference aid while 
making the model. This is a very 
attractive kit. C.E. 

Matchbox: KMS ‘Bismarck’, 1:700 
scale, UK £1.70. 

Everybody makes the Bismarck and 
clearly Matchbox aren’t going to be left 
out of the act! Again, this duplicates a 
Tamiya kit in the same scale, but again 
this one is cheaper and rather simpler. 
It is a good kit, and the elusive shape of 
the gun houses and turrets is particularly 
well captured. We note that the 
German motor boats carried are 
accurately done, too, with the correct 
cabin shape. As far as er can see this is a 
very accurate representation of the 
original and ougnt to be popular. A 
deck recognition sign and a battle 
ensign are included with the decal 
sheet. C.E. 

Matchbox: M7 Priest, 1:76 scale, UK 
72p. 

The very successful M4 Sherman tank 
was modified to fulfill a variety of 
military roles, basically because the 
hull, the suspension and of course the 
engines were so very reliable and 
relatively simple to service. The version 
r^roduced here, theM7 Priest was one 
of the most important self-propelled 
artillery weapons produced by the 
Americans during the Second World 
War. It carried a 105 mm Howitzer that 
was capable of firing its round up to 
1 2,000 yards. The vehicle was given the 
nickname Priest because of the high 
pulpit- like mounting for the .50 
Browning machine gun. Because of the 



function of the vehicle, the Priest had a 
full crew of seven men, which was 
composed of the commander, the 
driver and a gun crew of five. 

The recent Matchbox model which 
consists of 1 1 5 individual mouldings, is 
a useful addition to the current range of 
1:76 scale vehicles and will provide 
wargamers who battle in this scale with 
a usef^ul addition to their armies for 
conflicts between 1942 and the early 
1960s. 

The model we built was rather a 
disappointment, as several problems 
were encountered that have not been 
found on other Matchbox kits. The first 
problems were in the very first stage of 
construction in the gun assembly. The 
instruction sheet shows that part 3, the 
gun recoil channel, with a broad 
moulding at the end of the part - this is 
not so on the actual piece. The small 
gun shield, parts 18, 19 and 22 are not 
easy to fit together, but with trial, error 
and patience a reasonable fit can be 
achieved. 

The second stage, the construction 
of the hull, includes the assembly of the 
‘pulpit’ ftom parts 34, 35 and 56. The 
front of the hull, part 12 should be 
added at this stage, but it is a good idea 
to leave it off until much later when the 
upper hull front is added. The reason 
for this is that on our model, despite 
meticulously following the instruction 
sheet, there was a 1mm gap between 
the two hull front parts. Following this 
advice may prevent the same prohlem 
happening for you. 

Stage 3 sees the hull internal detail 
added. The floor has to be set just 
below the level of two small mouldings, 
which are in turn location grooves for 
the 105 mm howitzer recoil shock 
absorbers. Other than this there are no 
other locational references for the 
floor. The rear engine wall fits into a 
location groove in the floor and butts 
up against the engine but yet again on 
our sample there was a gap of .5 mm. 
However, Stage 4 was completed 
without problems! 

The final stage includes the addition 
of the rear portion of the track guards 
(31 and 32) and to get this right refer to 
the box art. There was also hair line 
gaps between the stowage bins and the 
rear engine cover. Finally, the head- 
lights are fixed too firmly to the sprue 
and despite being very careful in 
removing them, both lower portions of 
the lights were left behind on the sprue, 
so use a razor saw to cut them off of the 
sprue and then trim the parts up with a 
sharp knife. To finish the model, decals 
for a British and an American version 
are included in the kit. The model 
shown here is finished in American 
colours, and the model is painted 
according to the kit instructions, with 
Humbrol Olive Drab, HM3, being used 
overall with appropriate weathering. 


So, although a considerable amount 
of Milliput was used to fill the gaps in 
our model the end result is another 
useful addition to the 1:76 range; the 
most important point about this kit is 
that the tracks are made from a form of 
‘polythene’ which can be glued to the 
wheels with polystyrene cement so that 
the normal sag on tank tracks can at last 
be easily achieved. A L. 

Matchbox: Monty’s Caravan Daimler 
Scout Car, 1:76 scale, UK £1.25. 

After the Priest, the new Monty’s 
Caravan Daimler Scout Car is a much 
better quality kit. There are the two 
vehicles, figures, field accessories and a 
two part base board. 

When General Montgomery took 
over command of the 8 th Army in 1942 
he inherited several caravans for his 
own personal use as command vehicles. 
The Leyland Retriever mounting an 
Italian built caravan which remained 
with ‘Monty’ for the rest of the war, was 
originally built for General Annabale 
Bergonzeli, and was captured by a 
flying column of the 7tn Armoured 
Division at Beda Fomm, south of 
Benghazi in 1941. It was then taken to 
HQ Workshop ordnance depot in Egypt 
where it was removed from its original 
Lancia 3 RO chassis and remountedon a 
Leyland Retriever chassis. The interior 
of the caravan was split into two com- 
partments, the forward one containing 
washroom facilities, whilst the rear had 
lockers, collapsible table and a bed 
settee. The venicle itself was not small, 
with a maximum length of merely 23 
feet and a width of 10 feet six inches. 
Today, Monty’s caravan is to be found 
on display at The Imperial War 
Museum in London. 

The model when completed is really 
quite splendid with a lot of detail. The 
basic chassis also lends itself readily for 
a numer of conversions. Assembly is 
quite straightforward, but we would 
like to comment again here about the 
way in which Matchbox kits contain 
over-secure components. To a certain 
extent, we all like to find all the 
individual components of plastic kits 
still on the sprue, but Lesney do tend to 
over-do this, and even with great care 
and experience, it is still possible to 
break components whilst removing 
them from the sprue. On the Caravan, 
parts that illustrate this point include 
the suspension and the gear stick and 
steering column. When fixing the 
suspension to the chassis, part 87 needs 
to be fitted flat. The driver’s cab has a 
few peculiarities, namely a double 
location point for the steering column 
on the floor and the cab front and a mis- 
numbered part on the instruction sheet 
- the gear stick is numbered 55 on the 
sprue and 56 on the instruction sheet. 
Also, the cab sides fit inside the cab 
floor and back, not flush to it. 

The caravan body goes together very 
well and at the same tine lends itself to 
internal detailing, particularly if the 
modeller makes the roof detachable in 
the finished model. Fixing the body to 
the chassis! is easv, but watch out for the 
tow bar (part 96) which has to be filed 
down to fit. Stage 7 in the construction 
is the final phase, but there are some 
mistakes in the numbering. Parts 90 
and 104 are not shown on the diagram, 
and in fact 104 is already in place, and 
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the rear canopy for the caravan is 
numbered 48 on the instructions, and 
98 on the sprue. 

And so to the companion kit, the 
Daimler Mk II Scout Car. For such a 
small model, Lesney have done very 
well to get 45 individual and inter- 
esting mouldings for the model. The 
parts all go together well, but there is 
the same problem as there is with the 
lorry, and that is the misnumbering of 
parts between the sprue and the 
instruction sheet. The first part of the 
Scout Car includes a part as correctly 
numbered on both the sprue and the 
diagram as part 82, but it is shown as 94 
in the instruction sequence; the rear 
mudguards are also numbered back to 
front, with part 19 really being part 20 
and vice-versa. The only construction 
point to watch for is the vehicle sides 
which fit both on and flush with the 
vehicle floor. The Daimler’s roof can 
also be put in the open or closed 
position. 



finally the display base is one of the 
best yet from Lesney. It consists of two 
parts, and moulded into these are 
details of tram lines, gutter, drain, 
avement and cobbled road, as well as a 
roken statue. On to this can be stood 
the two vehicles, complete with three 
figures, map tables and barriers - for 
once there is room on a Lesney base to 


display the models. To conclude, the 
Monty’s caravan kit is well worth the 
money. A.L. 


C.E. - Chris Ellis. 
C.B.F. - Brendan Fogarty. 
A.L. - Tony Little. 


The Workhorse, 
from page 597 



Taken from the 1931 Service Manual, 
this drawing shows the type of marking 
used on the various types of 18 pdr 
projectile. The manual lists a total of nine 
marks of shrapnel, four of HE, six of 
Smoke, and one of AP. 


Type HE 

Weight of 

projectile (kg) 8.39 8.39 8.39 

Length of 

projectile (mm) 243.6 250.6 268.4 

249.8 
stream- 
lined) 

Length of 

round (mm) 833.1 807.5 805.9 

Muzzle 
velocity (m/s) 

Streamlined 495 

Normal (FC) 492 492 492 


Armour penetration - AP 

40 mm of steel plate at 30° at 585 metres. 

Armour colour schemes 
HE Streamline 

Yellow body with green band. Red crosses 
on ogive. Black lettering. Brass fuze with 
grey or black cap. 

Shrapnel 

Black body with two red bands on ogive. 
Red lettering. All brass fuze. 

AP 

Yellow body with red stripe and two white 
stripes on ogive. Green tip. Black lettering. 
No fuze. 

Smoke 

Green body with red stripe on ogive. Black 
letering. Fuze brass with grey or black cap. 

All cartridge cases brass with black markings. 


Up in smoke.... from page 628 

the RAF. It was his intention to form his own 
aerobatic team using single-engined propellor 
aeroplanes. He began looking for suitable machines 
and financial backing. At the same time, Rothmans of 
Pall Mall began seeking something entirely different 
to pep-up their sponsorship programme. Needless to 
say, both parties met and within three months the 
team made its first public appearance in May 1970 at 
Blackbushe, Hampshire, using four Belgian Stampes 
which had been completely restored by Rollason 
Aircraft of Croydon. 

With Kelly as lead pilot, ex-RAF men as his 
colleagues, and with the distinctive blue, white and 
gold livery, these four Stampes were an immediate 
success and that summer the team displayed at more 
than 40 British air shows. 

In 1971, the team was given an additional boost 
when Michael Kelly became the British Aerobatic 
Champion for that year. 

In 1972, it was decided that the team should 
convert to the Pitts S2A because, faithful as the 
Stampe was, it lacked speed and versatility compared 
to the Pitts. Five Pitts S2As were bought and the team 
was then able to introduce even more exciting 
manoeuvres into the routine. Manoeuvres that armed 
forces jet teams, such as the Red Arrows,could not 
even contemplate were able to be carried out thanks 
to the size and construction of the Pitts S2A. 

The Rothmans Aerobatic Team became so much in 
demand from all quarters of the world during the 


course of the following years, that at the end of 1979, 
Rothmans announced the formation of a second team 
to be run on exactly the same lines as the first. This 
means that British audiences do not have to forego 
Rothmans displays because the team is wanted 
abroad, and vice versa. 

Although the pilots have changed, the Rothmans 
Aerobatic Team have been thrilling their spectators 
with a steadily high standard of aerobatics for a 
decade now and we hope that the next decade is as 
successful as the last. 

Editors Notebook, from page 591 

Hawker Fury feature this month which coincides with the release 
of the new Airfix Fury in 1 :48 scale. But we'll be going in for 
lots of practical conversion and modelling articles too, like the 
'stretched' Hercules this issue. Another new feature is 
'Workshop' starting here and now which will give each month 
the 'how to' gen for all the basic modelling techniques. Next 
month, look fpr a .detailed coverage of the good old hurricane, 
just the subject for the 40th anniversary of the Battle of Britain. 

One last word - essentially magazines are for their readers. 
We've always had a big mail bag from Airfix Magazine readers 
and we always like to hear from you, even if we can't always 
reply to individuals. We also like to hear hints and tips from 
readers, and if you have any good conversions or model projects 
let us know about them. Even if you can't write an article 
yourself we can arrange pictures and turn your rough notes into 
articles. We pay for editorial contributions which are published. 

Hope you like the our new look. Lot's more in the way of 
good things lined up for future issues. Join us for the exciting 
ride into the 1 9B0s. 

Chris Ellis 


August 1 980 
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Glad to be of Help! 

In December I purchased your 
magazine Airfix Magazine, more 
out of curiosity than practical use, 
or so I thought. How wrong I was! 
You see, I am a radio control flyer 
interested in scale aircraft, and I 
found your magazine more 
informative on scale topics than 
some of the magazine’s printed for 
radio flyers! 

M. Westwood, Brighouse, Yorkshire. 


Hurricane Howlers 

In the review of the new Airfix 1 :48 
Hurricane kit (June issue) and also 
in the News from Airfix section of 
the March issue. No 85 Squadron 
is stated as belonging to the 
Advanced Air Striking Force. In fact, 
85 squadron (along with 87) was 
part of the Air Component BEF. The 
AASF Fighter Squadrons being of 
course Nos 1 and 73. 

G. Dunne, Hamilton, Lanarkshire. 


Matator not Mandator 

Sorry but I’m afraid you are wrong 
in your reply to Gwyn Evans, see 
Wheels of the RAF page 481 of the 
May issue of Airfix Magazine. The 
vehicle is not a Matador but a 
Mandator. Offical title given by 
FVRDE at their 1 962 exhibition 
being Truck 10-ton Missile 
Transporter 4x2 AEC where one of 
these lorries appeared as Exhibit 
No 52. I am enclosing a 
photograph, taken by B.T.White, 
showing the complete vehicle and 
its missile, a Blue Steel rocket. 

Mike Conniford, 
Caversham, Berkshire. 


Air display Diary 1 980 

There have been a couple of 
changes to the list that was 
published on page 482 of the May 
issue of Airfix Magazine. Both of 
these occur in August, and involve 
the USAF Open Day at RAF Upper 
Heyford, which has been cancelled, 
and the Plymouth Navy Days. 

These have now been put back by 
one week, and will be presented 
over the weekend of 30 and 31 of 
August. 

P.R.Gulver, Pulborough, Sussex. 


1 :72 scale aircraft kits wanted 

Pawet Urbanek, 13 Na Wizosach st, 
Krakow 30-81 9, Poland is 
interested in exchanging 1:72 scale 
aircraft kits and aviation books with 
another World War 2 aviation 
enthusiast. If anyone is interested, 
please contact him at the afore- 
mentioned address. 


Mr J.F.Reid 

Would you please contact Mr Colin 
E.Read, 56 David Road, Coventry, 
West Midlands, CV1 2BW, as he 
has a GPO parcel containing model 
kits awaiting your collection. 

Letters and photographs from readers 
selected for publication will entitle the 
sender to receive a free kit of his 
choice from Airfix Series 1, 2, or 3 (sub- 
ject to availability). Letters intended 
for publication should be written on 
one side of a sheet of paper only, 
should be as brief and to the point as 
possible, and preferably (but not 
necessarily) typed. Letters anticipat- 
ing a reply should be accompanied by 
a stamped SAE or stamp?, though 
replies cannot be guaranteed. Any 
photographs or slides submitted must 
Be marked on the back'in all cases with 
the reader’s name and address. 


Scale Plans for the Enthusiast and Modeller 

A#**'" * Crt OP*' *‘^^,,pP ,8 '»•'* 

A new series of accurately researched plans 
produced with the 'softskin' enthusiast in mind 


A new series of accurately researched plans ' 
produced with the 'softskin' enthusiast in mind 
These high-quality plans are available in both 
the pxDpular modelling scales. T35 and 1:76. 

For full list and prices send a 
stamped, addressed envelope to: 




DAVID JANE DESIGNS 
9 Grange Crescent, Sheffield S11 SAY 


Your MODEL AIRCRAFT deserve the QUALITY of 

nucRDEfaf []£ca& 

★ LARGEST RANGE — OVER 400 DIFFERENT SUBJECTS 

★ 4 POPULAR SCALES — 1/32, 1/48, 1/72 and 1/44 

★ GREATEST DETAIL AND PERFECT PRINTING 

★ LARGE r X SVi” SHEETS WITH FULL INSTRUCTIONS 

★ FREQUENT NEW RELEASES 

and lor that ‘paintad on’ look, apply ALL yoor dacalt by MICRO SCALE DECAL SYSTEM 
NEW DECALS In 1/72 Scale. 

72-252 US Marines Lettering. 4 sizes, base names etc. 

72-253 Cessna T-37B (6) Vance AFB; Laredo AFB; Peterson Field; Craig'76. 

72-254 F-1000 Super &ibre (2) 354TFW FW-357; 494TFS 48TFV/ FW-208 Red/White Stripes. 
72-255 F11F-1 Tiger (4) VF156 110/NH;VF-51 105/NF;VF121 101/NJ;VF33 206/AF. 

Price £1.82 each 

Postage UK Under £2 add 20p. Over £2 post free. Overseas Under £5 add 40p. £5 to £10 add 
60p. over £10 post free. Send 65p (overseas £1.15) for latest illustrated Microscale catalogue 
and list of decals by ATP, Scalemaster, Fowler, Rareliners, Sabre Runway 30 etc. Trade 
enquiries invited. 

HANNANTS 56A LONDON RD. NTH. 

LOWESTOFT, SUFFOLK Tel: Lowestoft (0502) 65688 
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The great new monthly magazine 
for all model railway enthusiasts. 
Each issue packed with practical 
modelling ideas, reviews, layouts, 
and much more! 

Published second Friday of 
each month. Sister publication 
to AIRFIX MAGAZINE 45p 

From your newsagent or model shop 


New reference books for naval, air, and military enthusiasts 


SEAMANSHIP 


LEYLAND 

‘RETRIEVER’ 


U.S./\RMY 
Standard 
Military Motor 
\^ides 1943 


Data,deta«l8.afid lustrations of 
all vehicles in US Army service 


BRITISH 

LOCOMOTIVES 

1894 


C. J. Bowen Cooke 


A fMsiinile reprint of • risnic 
work oa tbe subject of stenn 
tmctioo from the Rainhill Trinls 
to tbe cad of tbe Victorian em 


GRESHAM BOOKS, UNWIN BROTHERS LTD. 
OLD WOKING, SURREY, ENGLAND, GU22 9LH 


BRITISH LOCOMOTIVES 1894 £7.50 

C. J. Bowen Cooke 

A facsimile reprint of a classic 19th century work covering the development of steam locomotives 
from the beginning. 416 pages. 

BEDFORD OY/LEYLAND RETRIEVER £1.00 

Mike Conniford 

Two highly detailed reference monographs giving scale drawings, pictures, data. etc. for all ver- 
sions of these famous Army lorries. 

NARES’ SEAMANSHIP 1862 £6.50 

This is the Seamanship Manual of the Victorian sailing navy', the book commended by the Admir- 
alty before there was an officially produced version. Lieutenant Nares compiled this superbly 
illustrated 368 page volume and it ran to many editions. It includes all you'd ever need to know 
about handling and rigging sailing warships with very fine engravings illustrating the book 
throughout (over 300). Boatwork. knots, splices, sending down yards, marraeuvring under sail 
(complete with all orders and actions) and much else. 368 pages. 216 x 136 mm. 

U.S. ARMY STANDARD MILITARY 

MOTOR VEHICLES, 1943 £9.50 

Here's a tremendous reference book which no military vehicle modeller will want to be without! 
It's a facsimile of the original official U.S. Army manual, running to no less than 560 pages, which 
illustrated, described, and classified every motor vehicle and trailer which was in service in any 
category. Full specification is given tor each vehicle, plus a small dimensioned multi-view draw- 
ing. as well as a picture — all in easy-to-follow sequence, included in the coverage are tanks, 
motor gun carriages, half-tracks, trucks, buses. motor<ycle8, service vehicles, cranes, even a 
mobile pigeon lofti As this is the mid-war edition (September 1943) it has virtually all vehicles 
which saw action included — over 250 of them. All relevant service manuals for each vehicle are 
also listed which is useful for vehicle restorers. 560 pages. 216 x 138 mm. 


£9.50 


I Registered in England No. 73445 

I Please send me: 

j LEYLAND RETRIEVER □ BEDFORD OY □ 
j NARES’ SEAMANSHIP 1862 □ BRITISH LOCOMOTIVES □ 

I U.S. STANDARD MILITARY MOTOR VEHICLES □ 

I I enclose remittance value £ (please add 50p for mailing) 

I Name 

I Address 

* GRESHAM books! UNWIN BROs! LTD.,' OLD WOk'iNg! SURREY GU22 9LH 


TWO NEW CARS 
FROM M.R.R.C. 

THE SAUDIA-LEYLAND 

CAT. No. 6004 
and the 

JOHN PLAYER SPECIAL LOTUS 

CAT. No. 6005 
BOTH CARS RETAIL PRICE 

£7.49 Each 

SAME HIGH STANDARD OF DETAIL 
AS THE LOTUS 79 

READY NOW 

SEND COUPON AND 15p FOR CATALOGUE AND PRICE 
LISTS TO: 

BARRY'S BOURNEMOUTH LTD., 29 ASHLEY ROAD. 
BOSCOMBE, BOURNEMOUTH BH1 4LF Tel 38095 

NAME 

ADDRESS 


August 1980 
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Name 


156 Stanley Green Road POOLE Dorset 
Telephone: 02013-3757 

Name 

Address 


AP/e/aOi 


The Badger 350 . . . popular and moderately priced . . . 

Excellent results are easily achieved with this model. It has an adjustable 
spray pattern from 3mm to 38mm simply by turning the paint tip at 
the front. 

The kit here includes two paint jars, propellant, regulator, hose, every- 
thing, in fact, to start you off. 

The 350 is just one of the nine Badger models available. Post off the 
coupon TODAY and find out why they’re called the Rolls Royce of air- 
brushes. 


Practical 

munriM 


books for modellers — including three new titles 


■Munm 


Michael Andress 
and 

David Armitage 

Afirst book 

OF 

METAL -WORK 

Beniaid Cieaef 


New! £1.35 

AIRCRAFT 
CONVERSIONS 
FROM ‘AIRFIX 
MAGAZINE’ 

by Alan W. Hall 

Don’t miss this reprint of 
classic conversion articles 
from past issues. Includes 
DH9, DH9A. Provost T1. 
Lightning F3, Hector, 
Catalina VI, Stirling V. 

32 pages. 190 x 236 mm. 
Saddle-stitched covers. 


HSCALB MhiwT. 
AIBCRAJT 

fmm , 

Ktts 


Gresham Books 


GRESHAM BOOKS, UNWIN BROTHERS LTD. 
OLD WOKING, SURREY, ENGLAND, GU22 9LH 


COLLECTING AND CONSTRUCTING MODEL BUSES, by M. Andress 
and D. Armitage is a superb and complete guide to the subject, packed 
with fine pictures, ideas, and information. 210 x 148 mm. 

104 pages. Soft covers. £2.75 

FIRST BOOK OF METAL-WORK, by B. Cuzner, is not a model book as 
such but it is a good beginner’s guide to working in sheet metal. Covers 
cutting, soldering, brazing and other skills. 210 x 140 mm. 

192 pages. Soft covers. £2.50 

SCALE MODEL AIRCRAFT IN WOOD, by V. J. G. Woodason. This new 
edition of an old classic work has been updated to take in recent ideas 
and developments. It is fully illustrated and outlines constructional tech- 
niques in detail, with many practical examples. All model aircraft 
enthusiasts will find this book useful. 210 X 140 mm. 64 pages. _ 

Soft linen-type covers. £1 .75 

SCALE MODEL AIRCRAFT FROM VAC-FORM KITS, by Hugh Markham. 
is the first practical book on this popular aspect of model aircraft, it shows 
from first principles to final detailing all the proven methods of construc- 
tion using vac-form kits from Rareplanes. Contrail, Airframe, Airmodel 
and others. Fully illustrated, by a top expert in vac-form model- _ 

ling. 210 X 140 mm. 48 pages. Soft linen-type covers. £1 .75 

From your model shop, specialist bookshop, or order direct 


Registered in England No. 73445 

Please send me: 

AIRCRAFT CONVERSIONS □ 

FIRST BOOK OF METAL WORK □ 

COLLECTING & CONSTRUCTING MODEL BUSES □ 

SCALE MODEL AIRCRAFT IN WOOD □ 

SCALE MODEL AIRCRAFT FROM VAC-FORM KITS □ 

I enclose remittance value £ (please add 25p for mailing) 


Address 

GRESHAM BOOKS. UNWIN BROS. LTD., OLD WOKING, SURREY GU22 9LH 


BADGER 


THE WORLD’S 
OUTSTANDING 
AIR BRUSHES 


Every air brush is machined to exact 


precision, inspected by highly-skilled 
craftsmen, and carefullv assembled 


craftsmen, and carefully assembled 
by hand. Then to make sure it 
matches the Badger standard of 
Quality, it is tested in actual use. 
Only if it passes these stringent 
checks is it offered for sale. That’s 
how sure you can be when you buy 
a Badger. And don’t forget, there’s 
a full range of spares ana accessories 
always available. Send NOW for our 
full colour brochure, enclosing 25p 
post and packing. 


I MORRIS dlNGRAMl London) LTD I 
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The publishers point out to readers that, while every 
care is taken to check the bona fide nature of all 
advertisements, they cannot accept any responsibility 
for disputes which might arise. 


classified adverts 


Please address your correspondence to 
Airfix Magazine 

Classified Advertisement Department 
Jackson-Rudd and Associates Ltd 

Oldbourne House. 46/47 Chancery Lane. London WC2A IJB. 


Rates: 15p per word. Min. charge £3. 
Box numbers: £1 extra charge. 

All advertisements must be prepaid. 
Please state classification required. 


Closing date for next 
available issue: 
August 15 
(October 1980) 


FOR SALE 

For Saie: Modeller has selection 1/72 scale Air- 
craft Kits surplus to requirements. Frog. Novo, 
Airfix, Airmodel etc. Send SAE for lists. Barratt, 
30 Tradescant Drive, Meopham, Kent. DAI 3 OEE. 

For Sale: WW2 and modern 1:76 AFV's. All 
painted. SAE for list to Fielder, 21 Waverley 
Close, Bulford Camp, Salisbury, Wilts. 

Airfix Magazines. Mint. Complete from Jan 63 to 
Jan 1970. Sell in sets only. Also stock of 1:24 
scale hot rod kits unmade and Airfix catalogues 
second to sixth. Offers. Tel: Eastleigh 616664. 


Subscribe 

today! 


Make sure of getting your copy of 
AIRFIX MAGAZINE each month by 
taking out an annual subscription. 
Have your copy delivered by post. 
That way you make sure of not 
missing that particular article, review 
or advertiser’s bargain you especially 
wanted to see. Order now by sending 
your cheque or postal order (not cash 
or stamps) for £8 ($16.50) to the 
following address; 

Wells, Gardner Darton 
and Co Ltd, 

Faygate, Horsham, 

Sussex. 

Or place a regular order with your 
newsagent or model shop. 



GERMAN WAFFEN SS VETERANS 
ANSWER YOUR QUESTIONS EVERY 
MONTH IN ENGUSH IN THE MAGA- 
ZINE OER FREIWILLIGE' 

One issue plus imported tx)oks and 
records catalogue £1.50 post free U.K. 
and Europe (£2 air mail). 

Annual subscription £14.50 post free 
(£21 air mail). 

MUNIN UK. The History Bookshop 
Friern Bamot Rd. London N11 SOU Tel. 01-368-8568 


The largest range of MODELBOOKS can be 
obtained from the following: 

* Albion Scott Ltd. 51 York Road, Brentford 
Middx. Mon-Fri 9-5.30 
Bewdley Bookshop, 7 Welch Gate. Bewdley 
Wore. Mon-Fri 9-5.30. Sat 9-1 
Foyle’s Charing Cross Road 
London (Dept, 7). Mon-Sat 9-6 
■k also worldwide mail order, write tor lists or see 
the MODELBOOK advertisements in AIRFIX 
MAGAZINE and other modelling magazines. 


Now available from Gresham Books 

RADIO CONTROL MODEL AIRCRAFT 

by A. M. Vale 

Radio control is one of the fastest growing of hobbies, with 
aircraft being the most popular subject. This is a good 
straightfonward guide to the hobby which tells you all you 
need to know, with a refreshing absence of technical jargon 
and obscure references. 

192 pages, A5 size, soft cover £4.25 (plus 25p P&P) 


WANTED 

Airfix Magazines 1978. January; April; Sep- 
tember; October; will buy complete year. D. 
Bishop. 59 Torre Gardens, Leeds, LS9 7RL. 

EXHIBITIONS 

16 August, Hove Town Hall: GRICERAMA — 
transport show and sale — features stalls, work- 
ing Meccano vehicles, tram and railway layouts, 
stalls, free films, photographic and technical 
exhibitions, refreshments, Sussex Model Group 
and still more stalls. Lots to see, do and eat. Open 
10-5; 40p (children lOp). Details (0273) 419380. 


A new model shop in Streatham 

JOAN’STOYS& MODELS 

5 Blegborough Road, Streatham SW16 

(off Mitcham Lane) 

Tel: 01-677-5580 
Airfix, Solido, Revell, Matchbox 
Monogram, ERTL, Esci etc. 


Use this page to seek that rare kit, 
book, or model you can't track 
down — or to sell kits, books, 
magazines and models surplus to 
requirements. Send your advert 
to the address above. 


BRITISH LOCOMOTIVES, 1894 

by C. J. Bowen-Cooke. 

A facsimile reprint of a classic work on the 
subject of steam traction from the Rainhill 
Trials to the end of the Victorian era ... by 
the CME of the LNWR. 

416 pages, casebound £7.50 

COLLECTING AND CON- 
STRUCTING MODEL BUSES 

by Michael Andress and D. Armitage 

Essential practical guide, packed with 
information, pictures, drawings, with 
emphasis on 4mm scale models. 

104 pages, soft covers £2.75 

Available by post from: 

GRESHAM BOOKS, 

THE GRESHAM PRESS, 

OLD WOKING, SURREY. 


JONES BROS. OF CHISWICK 


SFfIBE KITS 


STAR WARS TIE FIGHTER £4.99 

STAR WARS ‘X’ WING £4.99 

BATTLESTAR GALACTICA £5.95 

CYLON BASE STAR £5.95 

CYLON RAIDER £3.55 

COLONIAL VIPER £3.55 

STAR WARS R2-D2 £3.70 

STAR WARS 0-3 PO £3.70 

MELLENIUM FALCON £13.00 

BLACK HOLE’ VIN CENT £5.50 

MAXIMILLIAN £5.50 

CYGNUS £10.99 

STAR PROBE 

SPACESHUTTLE £1.85 

SPACE BASE £2.25 

SATELLITE EXPLORER £1.85 

U.F.O £1.85 


NOVO KNOCKDOWN’ PRICES 

D.H. COMET IV 95p each 

CARAVELLE III 95p each 

VICKERS VIMY 59p each 


NEW NOVO KITS 

FIREFLY 74p CANBERRA .... 98p 

BAC LIGHTNING — BLACK WIDOW 98p each 


NOVO 1/72 KITS 

BLERIOT, COMET RACER, MAGISTER, M.S. 406, 
PROCTOR, WHITTLE JET. SPITFIRE All at 25p each 
LYSANDER, SKUA All at 35p each 

SPIRIT OF ST LOUIS, ATTACKER, WALLACE. 
HUNTER Mk I, SEAHAWK, FAIREY DELTA, HOTSPUR, 
MASTER. CORSAIR All at 49p each 

VIMY, SOUTHERN CROSS, TUPOLEV, HUNTER FGA 9 

All at 74p each 

HARRIER. SWORDFISH. BALTIMORE, JAVELIN 

All at 98p each 


Dept ‘A’, 56 Turnham Green Terrace, Chiswick, London W4 1QN. Tel: 01*994 0858 


POST AND PACKING 

Orders up to £1.00 . . Please add 30p 

£1.00 to £2.00 add 50p 

£2.00 to £4.00 add 60p 

£4.00 to £6.00 add 75p 

Over £6.00 add 95p 

Overseas quotations on request 


JONES BROS. KIT LIST 50p 
CATALOGUES 

HASEGAWA 80p 

AIRFIX 75p 

HELLER 45p 

REVELL 99p 

MATCHBOX 60p 

MONOGRAM 80p 

ESCI ‘79’ 40p 

(Special Price — 1980 Issue 
not yet available) 


Closed all day Thursday 
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The GHQ range of modern micro-armour is very special. 
Designed for the United States Army, it is now available 
to everyone. With superlative detail, crisp casting and true 
scales across the range, GHQ is another word for quality. 
GHQ means Micro-Armour not micro-blobs. Judge for 
yourself. Visit your local retailer. Qr send us 20 pence for 
a sample T62. See if you agree with the U.S. Army. Check 
if GHQ means miniature tanks or midget misfits. Get realism 
on your wargame table with GHQ — the only Micro-Armour 
in the world. 

Auslieferung in Westdeutschland: 

W. Siewert, Hopfenweg 22, Willich 4 

Micro-Armour is a Registered Trade Mark of GHQ 

NEW HOPE DESIGN • ROTHBURY 
NORTHUMBERLAND NE65 7QJ 



TTh 
] T 




Moulded plastic kit to mak6 

A PAIR OF 


SEMI-DETACHED 
HOUSES 


tilt' 


till 


i; 1 |i! 


{ i 


|[W! 





SCALE 
00, HO. 

Finely detailed doors, window 
frames, fencing etc., with cover 
papers for roof, walls and 
base, all realistically coloured. 
Full instructions supplied. 




£ 2.89 


me. 

p.&p. 


CARSON BAKER LTD., DEPT M.0. 20, CONCORDIA WORKS 
CARMICHAEL RD., SOUTH NORWOOD, LONDON SE25 5LX. 


NEW AUTHENTIC 
MILITARY COLOURS 


by 

PRECISION PAINTS CO. LTD. 


Manufacturers of the world famous 
PRECISION AUTHENTIC RAILWAY COLOURS 
THE ONLY readily available AUTHENTIC military colour 
enamels, accurately matched to official specifications and 
samples etc., and we have a reputation for ensuring colours 
remain true from batch to batch!! 

Available in popular 13 mis tinlet size 
P.O. BOX 43, CHELTENHAM, GLOS GL51 5EH 

Tel. (0242) 29878 

We win be closed for Annual Holidays from 15th Aug.-26th Aug. 



—From the Halls of Montezuma to the hills of Vietnam. 


-836 7863i 


Four New Men At Arms Titles from Osprey 


THE CONQUISTADORES Terence Wise 
Illustrated by A ngus McBride 

Not just the dress and armour of the Conquistadores, but also the 
outlandish costumes and weapons of the native people they conquered. 

THE WILD GEESE Mark G McLaughlin 
Illustrated by Chris Warner 

The regiments, uniforms, leaders, banners and campaigns of the 
thousands of Irish mercenaries who fought on the Continent for the 
Stuart cause. 


ARMIES OF THE VIETNAM WAR 1962-75 

Philip Katcher 
Illustrated by Mike Chappell 

An intriguing text built round reminiscences of veterans - the author 
himself served in Vietnam, and the artist has first- hand experience of 
Asian jungle warfare. 

ALL AT £2.95 EACH, WITH 8 COLOUR PLATES AND 
ABOUT 35 MONOCHROMES. ALSO WOMEN AT WAR 100th 

MAA SIGNED COPIES A VAILABLE FROM THE PUBLISHER 
£3.50 incl. postage. 

—OSPREY PUBLISHING 12-14 Long Acre, London WC2 


GERMANY’S SPANISH VOLUNTEERS 1941-45 

John Scurr 

Illustrated by Richard Hook 
For the first time in English, the story of the notorious 
Spanish ‘Blue Division’, illustrated with a selection of rare 
photographs and fascinating colour plates. 


(TIDDELDATR has the facts! 

If You’re Having 
Research Problems, 

You Need Us! 

You see, we know how long it can take to find out 
the appropriate information concerning your latest 
Model or Diorama. We also know that finding out 
sometimes takes so long that your interest goes on 
the decline, resulting in lots of unfinished projects!! 
Wouldn’t it be nice to have someone to call on for 
ready information? 

Well, now you have. Modeldata is run by Modellers, 
and each subject is covered by its own researcher, 
so that we can cover that subject to the full. We 
also have special offers, newsletters, dealer infor- 
mation and much more. 

You owe it to yourself to join, at the moment there’s 
a reduced membership fee of little more than 
the cost of the average model. Simply clip the 
coupon and send today for more details. 


Subscription Dept. (AFM) 

Modeldata 

116 Lake Avenue 

Rainham, 

Essex, U.K. 


Please send me details of AFM 

Modeldata Service. 

Name 

Address 
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MAIL ORDER 
TO MODELMEN 
THE WORLD OVER 


FORMAPLANE 


All in 1/72 scale for the discerning modeller who specialises in unusual and lesser known 
aircraft See list below for these high quality vacuum forms 


1 

Noorduyn Norseman 

£1.90 

10 

Cessna Bobcat/Crane 

£2.10 

2 

Curtiss SC-1 Seahawk 

£1.90 

11 

Handley Page Hastings 

£5.30 

3 

MiG-3 

£1.90 

12 

Fairchild Argus/Forwarder 

£1.90 

4 

IAR-80 

£1.90 

13 

Fairey Albacore 

£3.10 

5 

IK-3 

£1.90 

14 

Hawker Siddeley Vulcan B2 

£5.30 

6 

Fieseler Fi-167 

£2.10 

IS 

Hawker Henley T T ill ... 

£2.10 

7 

Fairey Seafox 

£2.10 

16 

Pilatus Turbo-Porter . . 

£2.10 

8 

MIL-24 (HIND) 

£2.30 

17 

SAAB-17 A 

£2.30 

9 

Hawker Siddeley 


18 

Beriev MBR-2 

£3.10 


Nimrod 

£5.30 

19 BE2c 

£2.10 



NEW RELEASE 

No. 20. WWI series 

The 

HALBERSTADTCLII 


NEW FIGURES 
BUCKINGHAM PEWTER 

Drummer Coldstream Guards 
(1968) E6.96 

Drummer Staffs Regt. (1980) £6.96 

WRAC NCO 1980 £6.48 

WRAC NCO RCMP £6.48 

GREENWOOD & BALL 
The sack of Rome 

Women running £1.87 

Man clutching child £1.87 

Woman fallen to ground £1.87 

Armed vandal advancing £1 .87 


CAMOUFLAGE & MARKINGS 

Hawker Tornado/Typhoon/ 

Tempest 35p 

Bristol Blenheim 35p 

Boulton & Paul Defiant 35p 

Bristol Beaufighter 35p 

Douglas Boston/Havoc 35p 

Meteor/Whirlwind/Welkin 35p 

Tomahawk/Mohawk/Airacobra 35p 

Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress 35p 

Martin B-26 Marauder . 35p 


£2.10 

BILLING KITS 

Marie Jeanne 

£9.53 

Mane Jeanne 


Fittings 

£7.79 

Sea Adler 

£15.62 

Sea Adler 


Fittings 

£30.45 

Mary Ann 

£11.27 

Mary Ann 


Fittings 

£12.14 

CUX 87 

£11.27 

CUX 87 Fittings 

£14.75 

Nordkap 

£18.27 

Nordkap Fittings 

; £20.01 

Smif Rotterdam 

£25.19 

Smit Rotterdam 


Fittings 

£33.02 

Golden Hind 

£22.58 

Golden Hind 


Fittings 

£19.97 

Toulonnaised 

£16.49 

Toulonnaise 


Fittings 

£19.10 

Meta 

£15.62 

Meta Fittings 

£19.10 

Bounty 

£14.75 

Bounty Fittings 

£19.10 


NEW TAMIYA 
CATALOGUE 
NOW 

AVAILABLE 
85p inc p&p 


BACK IN STOCK 

NOVO KITS 

Miles Master 

42p 

G.A. Hotspur 

42p 

D H. Vampire 

42p 

Fairey Swordfish 

86p 

P-40 Tomahawk 

42p 


MILLIPUT 90p 



MODELS 


IMPORT 

EXPORT 

WHOLESALE 

RETAIL 


NEW MATCHBOX/A.M.T. KITS 


1/25 Scale 
Maco Mustang 


Kenworth Movin on truck 


51 Chevvy Convertible 
VW Scirroco 



Budweiser Peterbilt Cabover 

£6.92 

£3.26 

Caterpillar D811 

£6.92 

. £3.26 

Trailmobile double trailer 

£8.66 

£6.92 

1/76 Scale 


£3.26 

Japanese infantry 

57p 

£3.26 

1/700 Scale 


£3.26 

Kelly . 

63p 

£3.26 

1/72 Scale 


. £6.92 

Handley Page Heyford (illustrated) . 

£3.00 


KITS OF THE MONTH 


Please send me the following items (if you do not want 
to cut the magazine or if the coupon is too small list 
items on a separate or additional sheet. 


ITEMS 

AMCUNT 1 























Postage and packing is 

TOTAL 


extra based on the follow- 
ing table. U.K. CNLY: 
Crders up to £1 . . . 45p 

£1-E2 75p 

£2-£3 £1.00 

£3-£4 £1.25 

E4-£10 £1.50 

rio-r?o ri.7s 

PP 


PLUS 15% 
VAT 
Books 
zero rated 


Crders over £20 Post Free 

TOTAL 



I have enclosed a cheque/ PO/MO/made payable to 
BMW MODELS for £ 

I wish to pay by Access/Barclaycard 

tAMClAKAW 


My number is 


Please send goods to: 
Name 


L & S KITS 

Smith and Wesson Chief Special 
1/144 Scale 

F-15 Eagle 

MIG 25 Foxbat 

F-14 Tomcat 

F-4E Phantom II 

Jaguar 

F-16A 

F-18 Hornet 

1/20 Scale 

Austin Mini Cooper 

Morris Mini Cooper 

Austin Rally 

Morris Rally 

REVELL KITS 

1/16 Scale 
Jeep Golden Eagles 
1/25 Scale 

V W Beetle 

1/32 Scale 

1940 "Rying Tiger" P-40 . . . 

Kenworth truck and trailer . . 

P-51 Mustang 

F-4J Phantom 

1/72 Scale 

B-17E Memphis Belle" 

B-24 Liberator 

M.P.C. KITS 

From the Walt Disney production "The black 
hole 

Space ship "Cygnus" (over 2 long) £9.57 
Robot "Maximilian" (1 1" high on stand) £4.79 


£4.58 

41p 
41 p 
41p 
41 p 
41p 
41 p 
41 p 

£3.26 

£3.26 

£3.26 

£3.26 


£13.49 

£3.09 

£3.78 

£3.92 

£3.46 

£5.21 

£2.39 

£2.39 


Robot V.l N Cent, (over BV high 

on stand) 

"Star Wars" 

Millenium Falcon 

ESCI KITS 

1/46 Scale 

A-10 Thunderbolt 

F-8E Crusader 

F-18 Hornet 

SAAB AJ-37 "Viggen" 

Fieseler Fi-156 Storch 

MIG 27 Flogger D 

MIG 23 S 

Alpha Jet 

Fiat G-91 "Gina" 

Fiat G-91 "Fresco tricolori" 

Agusta Bell AB-205 

MONOGRAM KITS 
1/48 Scale 
Skyraider 

F-100D Super Sabre 

1/32 Scale 

Peterbilt 359 Conventional 

Kenworth Aerodyne 


£4.79 

£11.31 


£4.13 

£3.69 

£3.69 

£3.69 

£2.91 

£3.69 

£3.69 

£2.91 

£2.91 

£2.91 

£3.69 


S. A 41 D Gazelle 
S.A 41F Gazelle 
1/72 Scale 
Westland Lynx (Navy) . 
Westland Lynx (Army) 
Kayman Seasprite 


Kayman Lamps Mk II 
Belli ‘ 


I tow Cobra 
Bell Sea Cobra 
Bell Cobra . . . 

ITALAERIE KITS 
1/720 Scale 

C.V.N 69 Eisenhower 

1/72 Scale 

Junkers 52 3M (G5 & G9) 

Junkers 188 A1 -El 

Heinkel Helll H-6 

Cornier 217 N1 night fighter 

Focke Wulf 190D-9 


£2.04 

£2.04 

£1.70 

£1.70 

£1.70 

£1.70 

£1.70 

£1.70 

£1.70 


£2.61 

£2.18 

£2.18 

£2.18 

£1.74 

87p 


DENYS FISHER KITS 
Luke Skywalkers X-wing fighter . . 

(12' long. 10" span) 

Darth Vaders fighter 

(7V*j' X 6%" X 6 V) 


FUJIMI KITS 1/48 Scale 
Mitsubishi F-1 £4.30 


£2.13 

£2.13 


£3.17 

£3.17 


£3.35 

£3.35 


HELLER KITS 

1/50 Scale 

Bell Jet Ranger 

1/43 Scale 

Peugeot 203 . 

Renault 4CV 

Alpine A310 
1/24 Scale 

BMW Dixi historical car 

1/12 Scale 

Ligier racing car 

1/72 Scale 
SE 535 Mistral 
SBC-4 Hell-diver 


£1.52 

£1.52 

£1.52 

£4.57 

.£14.18 

86p 

•Op 


1/32 Scale Aircratt HASEGAWA KITS 

Focke Wult FW190 £3.00 

Boeing P-12E £2.57 

Curtiss BF2C-1 £2.57 

£2.57 


Boeing F4B-4 
Mitsubishi A6M5 Zero 
Fighter 
Me 109E 
Me. 262 A 
F65-3/5 Hellcat 
P 510 Mustang 
Me.163B Comet 
Nakajima K1-43 Oscar 
P-26A Peashooter 
F-86F Sabre (Japan) 
General Dynamics F16A 
A-4E/F Skyhawk 
Blue Angels Skyhawk 
F-1 04 J/G Starfighter 
Spitfire Mk VB 
Spitfire Mk VI 
FI-156 Fieseler Storch 
Tiger II 

1/72 Scale Aircraft 
Mig-21 Fishbed 
F-104J Starfighter 
F-1050 Thunderchief 
F-86F Sabre 
F-5A Freedom Fighter 
A-7A Corsair II 
T-38A Talon 
BAC Lightning 
F-4K/M Phantom II 
OV-10A Bronco 
A-6A Intruder 
0V-1A Mohawk 
AJ-37 Viggen 
RA-5C Vigilante 
H S Harrier 
F-100D Super Sabre 
RF-101C Voodoo 
T-33A Shooting Star 
F-102A Delta Dagger 
A-4E/F Skyhawk 
SOC-3 Seagull Seaplane 
Heinkel He.51B-2 
Heinkel He 51 A- 1 
F-106A Delta Dart 
Kawanishi Type 94 Alt 


£3.00 

£3.00 

£3.44 

£4.13 

£3.00 

£2.13 

£5.87 

£2.13 

£9.14 

£7.79 

£5.18 

£5.18 

£5.18 

£3.00 

£3.00 

£4.58 

£5.18 

£1.00 

£ 1.00 

£1.30 

78p 

78p 

£1.30 

78p 

£ 1.00 

£1.30 

78p 

£1.47 

£1.00 

£ 1.12 

£1.47 

£ 1.12 

£1.25 

£1.30 

78p 

£1.47 

£ 1.12 

£1.00 

£ 1.00 

78p 

£1.30 

£1.00 


Aichi E13A1 Seaplane 
SOC-3 Seagull 
Fu|i T-1A 
Shinmerwa PS-1 
SP-5B Marlin 
UH-1D iroquois 
Mitsubishi G4M1 Betty 
036 Cessna A-37A/B 
P-38J Lightning 
Mitsubishi A6M2 Zero 
Fighter 

Mitsubishi A6M3 Zero 
Fighter Type 22 
Mitsubishi A6M3 Zero 
Fighter Type 32 
Mitsubishi A6M5 
Fighter 

F-4EJ Phantom II 
P2V-7 Neptune 
Mig 17D/t Fresco 
F-4E Phantom II 
T-34A Mentor 
Nakaiima Ki-44 To|0 
Kawasaki Ki-61 Tony 
P-4713 Razor Back 
P-470 Thunderbolt 
Mitsubishi MU-2S 
Mitsubishi MU-2J 
F-15 Eagle 
Spitfire Mk 1 
P-51D Mustang 
S2F-1 Tracker 
Focke Wulf FW 1900 
Focke Wulf FW 190A 
Me 109E 
Me 109G 

General Dynamics F16A 
B-17F Flying Fortress 
B-17G Flying Fortress 
Curtiss Kittyhawk 1A 
P-40N Warhawk 
Alt with Cataputt 
Jake with Catapult 
Thunderbird Talon 
Thunderbird Phantom 
Thunderbird Super Sabre 
Thunderbird Thunder- 
chief 


£1.96 

78p 

78p 

£8.48 

£8.48 

£1.00 

£4.92 

78p 

£1.30 

£1.00 


78p 

£1.00 

£2.39 

£3.44 

£ 1.00 

£1.47 

£1.00 

78p 

78p 

78p 

78p 

£1.96 

£ 1.12 

£1.30 

78p 

78p 

£1.48 

78p 

78p 

78p 

78p 

£ 1.12 

£2.57 

£2.57 

78p 

78p 

£2.31 

£2.31 

79p 

£2.08 

£1.62 

£1.62 


FORMADEC 

Now you can make your own custom decals for alt those special items 
not commercially available All you do is pamt your own design on the 
sheet ar>d use as a normal water-slide transfer Sheet si^e 
approximately 7 ‘ » 3V«'* Pnce45p 


FORMASKIN 

Aluminium 
A bright 
aluminium 
self-adhesive 
metallic sheet 
si/e 

approximately 7" 
X Suitable 
for aircraft 
panelling on 
wings and 
fuselage, bright 
parts on cars, rigs 
etc A real metal 
look on armour 
and military 
figures Has 
many other uses 
for both home 
and office 


A WONDERFUL 

NEW 

product from 
B.M W. Models 

FORMADEC 

& 

FORMASKIN 


World distributors and home tr^de 
er>quiries welcome for these great 
new British products 


FORMASKIN 

Chrome 

A truly bright chrome finish sheet 
Sire approximatety f" ■ 3*«** Seif 
adhesive sheet with peel off back 
ir >9 Ideal for all chronne trims 
bumpers, door handles Multiple 
uses for all auto modellers 


FORMASKIN 

Silver 

A dull silver sheet 
Sire 

approximately 7" 
X 3*/*" with a 
self-adhesive 
pcel-off backing 
For that 
conlrastir>g 
metallic colour on 
aircraft panelling, 
undercarriage 
legs etc Siutable 
for all the 
modelling |obs 
thatdornM 
require a bright 
finish 


AU FORMASKIN SHEETS AT 70p EACH— PACK OF 3 ASSORTED. £180 

INSTRUMENT PANELS 
BY B.M.W. 

Ju-87 Price: 35p per sheet 



Sheet No 
Sheet No 
Sheet No 
Sheet No 
Sheet No 
Sheet No 
Sheet No 
Sheet No 
Sheet No 
Sheet No 
Sheet No 
Sheet No 
Sheet No 
Sheet No 
ShMt No 


1 GermanWW2 FW 190. Me 262. Me 109. Ju 87 m 1/72 scale 

2 British WW2 Mosqmlo. Hurricane. Spitfire. Typhoon m 1/72 scale 

3 USAFWW2 P 38. P47. P40. P S1 m 1/72 scale 

4 USNWW2 HeNcat. Skyraider. Wildcat. Corsair m 1/72 scale 

5 Japanese WW7 Zero. Raiden. Hicn. Hayate m 1/72 scale 

11 GennanWW2 FW 190. Me 262. Me 109. Ju 87 m 1/48 scale 

Mosquito. Humcane. Spitfire. Typhoon m 1/48 scale 
P 38. P-47. P40. P-91 tn 1/48 scale 
Hellcat. Skyraider. Wildcat. Cors»r m 1/48 scale 
IS Japanese WW2 Zero. ftaMten. Hien. Heyatem 1/48 scale 

21 German WW.2 FW 190. Me 262. Me 109. Ju 87 ei 1/32 scale 

Mosquito. Humcane. Spitfire. Typhoon m t/32 scale 
P 38. P47. P-40. P-SI ei 1/32 scale 
HeNcat. Skyraxler. Wildcat. Corsair m 1/32 scale 


12 British WW2 

13 USAFWW2 

14 USNWW2 


BntishWW2 

23 USAFWW2 

24 USNWW2 


Japanese WW2 Zero. Raiden. Hien. Hayate m l/32scale 

NOTE 

I/7Z scale sheets ceetaei 3 panels each Iw the tout drftefeni A/C- 
1/48 scale sheets conian 2 panels each toe the tout diltefeni A/C 
1/32 scale sheets contain I panel each hH the tout Wtlereni A/C 



* SUPERBLY ENGINEERED KIT 
CONTAINS MANY HIGH QUALITY 
DIE CAST ALUMINIUM 
COMPONENTS 



.ITY 


OUTSTANDING HIGH 
SPEED PERFORMANCE 
FOR OFFROAD RACING! 

ROUGH-RIDERS" 
REQUIRE A ROBUST 
RADIO! 

* ACOMS FOR QUALITY 
AND RELIABILITY! 

* ACOMS DESIGNED 
SPECIFICALLY FOR 
TAMIYA VEHICLES! 


RADIO CONTROL 


VIOth SCALE 


. ROUND INDEPENDENT 
SUSPENSION. 

FRONT — TRAILING ARMS 
REAR — SWINGING ARMS 

* OIL FILLED SHOCK ABSORBERS 
ON ALL FOUR WHEELS 

* SPLASHPROOF BOX KEEPS DIRT 
AND WATER AWAY FROM VITAL 
RADIO PARTS AND BATTERIES 

* CHUNKY BLOCK PATTERNED 
TYRES PROVIDE MAXIMUM ROAD 
HOLDING UNDER MOST 
CONDITIONS 


Two ctiannef. full function. 

A collectors item. 

Loaded with innovations. 

Be king of the road with this hardworking, 
hard-playing beauty. 

engine sounds for lifelike action 
piw 


Automatic flashing lights on the cab top. 
Solid die-cast all aluminium body for rug- 
strength and precision detailing. 
Attains a top speed of 3 m.p.h., and can 
run CD to two lull hours on 4 alkaline pen- 
light oarteries m the transmitter, and 6 'C 
batteries in the car. 


Price complete 


£70.00 


TAMIYA WATERLINE SHIPS SPECIAL IMPORTS 


WLC003 

Shuzuva 

£1.60 

WLC063 

Yahagi 

£1.60 

WLC007 

Mogami 

£1.44 

WLD069 

Shimakaze 

£1.40 

WLB009 

Yarnato 

£2.71 

WLS072 

Submarines 


WLB013 

Musashi 

£2.71 


(-16 A 1-58) . . . 

SOp 

WLC019 

Kumano 

£1.44 

WLA110 

Hornet 

. £3.13 

WLA014 

Shinao 

£3.00 

TU010 

Tugger Set 

£1.05 

WLD029 

Fubuki 

80p 

HA001 

Harbour Set 

£1.05 

WLD030 

Shiratauya 

80p 

WLB102 

Rodney 

£1.73 

WLD034 

Sarusame 

SOp 

WLB104 

Nelson 

. £1.73 

WLD035 

Hatsuyuki 

80p 

WLB118 

Schamhorst 

E2J26 

WL0038 

Avamami 

sop 

WLB120 

Gneisenau 

£2.26 

WLD039 

Akatsuki 

80p 

WLB122 

Prince of Wales . 

£2.26 

WLA050 

Taiho 

£3.00 

WLB125 

King George V 

£2.26 

WLU052 



WLA076 


£2.80 

WLD053 

Shikinami 

80'p 

WLA114 

Enterprise 

. . . £2.26 

WLC058 

Aqano 

£1.60 

WLB127 

Hood 

... £3.13 


HOW TO ORDER 


TAMIYA RADIO CONTROLLED CARS Rough rider ilhrstrated £1 1 0.00 

GREAT NEW RELEASE The SAND SCORCHER 


(Stmplele wrth ALL radio cofUaH. Price mctusive of VAT and FREE postage 
SiKt scorcher car (KIT ONLY) 


£110.00 

£69.00 


SPECIAL DEAL 

Car kits with ALL radio control complete 

Price inclusive of V A.T. and FREE postage £95.00 

Car kits ONLY as incficated below. 

1/10 (CPie. 

RA-1003 Tyrrel P34 six wheeler £31.00 

RA-1010 Ligier Matra JS9 £36.00 

HA- toil Ferrari 312 T3 £38.00 

RA-1012 Ligier Mantra JS9 competition special £42.00 

1/12 scale 

RA-1201 Porsche Turbo RSR W 934 £34.00 

FtA-1202 Martini Porsche Turbo £36.00 

RA-1204 F.M.C. XR311 fighting vehicie £40.00 

RA-1205 Lamborghini Countach LPSOOS £38.00 

RA-1207 (Mteetah £45.00 

RA-1208 Lamborghini Countach LP500S 

Special performance car £42.00 


LINDBERG 

Aircraft 


Bell UH IB 

,1/48 £1.52 

Bell Cobra 

1/48 £1.52 

Sea King 

, \rm £1.52 

Jolly Green Giant 

t/72^ £1.52 

1/8 Scale Models T Series — Motorised 

RedRod 

. £14.36 

Tiger T 

£14.36 

Orange Crate 

. £14.36 

SMps 

Landing Ship Tank Motorised . 

. 1/250 £3.47 

Navy Landing Craft 

. mm £3.47 

P.T. Motorised 

.1/60 £3.47 

Invasion Craft 

. . 1/32 £3.47 

Spy Ship 

. , 1/fiO £3.47 

TAMIYA 

GC2012 Uger JStt Ford Ft 

£3.47 

GC2013 Fiat Abarth 131 Rally 

£3.47 



AIRFIX 

Series I — Italian Infantry 
Series III — Pteranodon 
Series VI — Datsun 280Z 


61p 

£1.13 

£2.48 


PLEASE SEND 
S.A.E. FOR 
CATALOGUE LISTS 


HEARNE ORIGINALS 90 mm 

H01-F Chasseur £8.29 

H02-F Cuirassier £7.65 

H03-F Grenadier £6.75 

H04-F Swamp Soldier £6.75 

H05-F Bush Runner £7.25 

H01-E 17th Lancer £23.50 

H01-L Mameluke (130 mm) £15.94 

H01-V Ribald Dragoon £15.70 

H02-V Amorous Hussar £11.61 


Just fill in me coupon on ihe oppo- 
site page and send.it off with either 
cheque or postal order made pay- 
able to BMW Models to the address 
below. Credit Card Facilities are 
also available. Our Mail Order and 
Shop Department will be pleased to 
offer this service to you. Just write 
or telephone, quote your card 
number and name and address and 
we will do the rest. 

Should you wish to visit our shop 
the opening times are as follows: 
Mon-Fri 9.30 am-5.30 pm 
Lunch 1.30-2.30 
Except Wed. Close 1 pm 
Open all day Saturday 


Overseas clients please send two 
International Reply Coupons for a 
quotation. 

VAT — All our prices are EXCLUSIVE 
of VAT. Please add 15% to all orders 
including Package and Posting 
Prices are accurate when going to 
press 

Goods offered subject to availability. 
We do our utmost to despatch by 
return, however, it may be necessary 
to put some items to 'outstanding'. 
Each week we handle a fair amount 
of mail so please, if you have a 
problem serrd a stamped addressed 
envelope to help us help you. 



BMW MODELS 

327/329 HAYDONS ROAD, LONDON SW19 
Tel: 01-540 7333/4 Telex: 928374 


640 


AIRFIX magazine 











These three exciting new models from 
Revell have a lot in common. Powerful 
lines. Irripact. Appeal. Plus the attention- 
to-detail which goes into all Revell kits. 

Take the Porsche 928 Rally. 

It has real rubber Goodyear tyres. 
Two-position headlights and an opening 
bonnet. Underneath that bonnet the 
engine includes simulated fuel and 
electronic lines. 

Then there's the Kawasaki Tourer. 

A big, muscular motorbike with custom 
dual seat, mag alloy wheels and 1 01 5cc 
power unit. 

Lastly, the Turbo-diesel Big 6 Wheeler, 
with features like roof-mounted airhorns 
and highly detailed 350 Turbo engine. It's 
moulded in two colours, and can be made 
with or without cement. 


Whichever model you choose - the sleek 
Porsche, brash Big 6 or beefy Kawasaki - you'll 
find they're really impressivelooking kits. 

So hurry along to your local Revell 
stockist today. 

Like ’their big brothers, they'll really shift. 

Sleek 

Brash and 
Beefy! 

1. i 2 KawasakiKZ I -R Touring Bike 1 :2 5 Big 6 Wheeler 1 ; 1 6 Porsche 928 Rally 
(H-7802) (H-6407) |H-7483) 


Revell (GB) Umited 

Cranborne Rd, Potters Bar 
Herts. EN63JX. Tel: 58261 


The World's largest 
manufacturer of 
plastic model kits 


Printed in England by Blackfriars Press Ltd., Leicester 




